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10 Fa Here's ſo much Infidelity and Profane- 
Ines in the preſent Age, ſo much Cold- 
—neſs and Indifferency on the ene Hand, 
and Unbelief on the other, amongſt profeſſing 
Chriſtians, that we have need of every Argu- 
ment that can be brought to convince us of the 
Truth and Excellency of Chriſtianity, every 
Motive to ſtir us up to a diligent Practice of it, 
and every Encouragement to enliven and ani- 
mate us in our Chriftian Race, that we faint nat 
in our Way, or droop between the Difficulties 
we meet with in the World. Many Attempts- 
have been made from Time to Time, in Private 
and in Public, from the Pulpit and from the Prefs, 
. enlighten the Underſtanding, convince and 
eſtabliſh the Judgment, raiſe the Affections, 
and impreſs the Mind with a ſtrong and lively 
* denſe of the important Concerns of Immortali- 
ty, as well as to chear the dejected Chriſtian, 
catter his Fears, encourage his Hopes, and 
ſupport his Soul amid all the thorny Mazes 
of a difficult Wilderneſs, And yet what Igno- 
rance of the great and moſt intereſting Affairs 
of Salvation; what Contempt of ſacred Things; 
what Contentment and Security in a State of | 
the moſt dangerous and awful ; what Hypocry- 
ſy and Partiality amongſt the Profeſſors of Rel. N 
gion and what Negligence amongſt ſome, and 
Jnbelief amongſt others of the real Followers 
Ff Jeſus! But however fruitleſs ſuch Attempts 
dave been; yet this ſhould nat diſcourage us in 
Matter of ſo great Concern, but rather quick- 
en our Leal and tir us up to uſe our utmoſt 
' Endeayours to coavince the Unbelieyer of the 


44 
2 
oj 


a3 #0 . * ; * * Nel ab Ad; 4 "3 * * * * 12 5 Enn Derr 
© 1 ae Lt ned al, CAM Ik tk (IT PTA "FTI IT) 
7 * „ * : 
1 hy N Sa * 7 * 4 1 19 <; 40 
| : N 
* 3 - 
„ 
ith | 
3 
. 
5 1 } 
\ 0 s i 4 
99 2 
+ 2 1 5 ; a 
* N * 4 
CF : : - | 
þ 4 


y A 2 Reality“. 


— 


1&1 


"". 
[1 5 


mum 
— h.tcded 


( 


feſſor, and engage him to a more diligent Prac- 
tice of it, and to animate all with a proper and 
ſuitable Concern for it. Among the man) 

Methods, I know of none more proper and af. 
feQing than preſenting the World with the Lives 
of thoſe who were eminent for Holineſs, for 
this has a direct and ſtrong Tendency to con- 


vince and awaken on the one Hand, and to en- 


courage and ſtrengthen on the other; as they 


are lively Evidences of the Truth of Religion, 


and glorious Confirmations of the Excellency 
of thoſe Doctrines, which are the too general 
Subjects of Ridicule and Contempt. 

' Mr. Henry Gearing (who has a principal 
Concern in the following Sheets) was one of 
thoſe who lived the Truths of Religion as well 
as believed them. And though he appeared 


at ſome Diſtance of Time from us; yet the 
republiſhing that Account of Him, which Mr, 
. Shower favoured the World with in 1694, may 


be neceflary in the preſent Day of Darkneſs and 
Degeneracy, to fhew us the Difference between 


the Spirit of the prſent Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 


and that of our Fathers, who are gone to Glory: 
to fill us with Shameand Humiliation, as well as 
alarm us, at a View of the declining State of 
Religion amongſt us, and to ſtir us up to a 
greater Diligence in the Diſcharge of the im- 
portant Duties of it; in the Cloſet, in the Fa- 
mily, in the Church, and in the World; that 
Infidels may not open their Mouths againſt the 
great Pruths of Chriſtianity, but be convinced 


of. their Reality and Importance, by viewing 
| the Influence they have upon the Tempers and 


Con- 


Reality of Religion, to rouſe the Neepy Pro- 
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Converſation of thoſe who with. Zeal contend 
for them. Mr. Gearing adorn'd the Doctrines 
he profeſs' d, by an uncommon Uprightneſs in 
his Dealings, by a Temper the moſt humane, 
benevolent and chriſtian, full' of Concern for 
God, and Love to the Souls of his Fellow- 
creatures, and dy an uniform and conſtant Atten= 
tion to the great Duties encumbent on the Chri- 
{tian in the various Stations and Relations he paſted 
thro' in Life. He made therefore a ſhining Figure 
in the Family and in the Church, and exceed- 
ed many of his Fellow-chriſtians in real vital 
Godlineſs. How happy would it be if Parents 
and Heads of Families did imitate this good 
Man, and pray with and for their Children and 
Servants, diſcover the ſame tender Concern for 
the Souls of thoſe under their Care, and endea- 
your to inſtruct them in the great and eſſential 
Principles and Branches of Chriſtianity. But 
how many are negligent here! We go to 
public Worſhip, hear the Word of God, and 
when that is over, we think we have done all 
that is required of us; and the remaining Mo- * f 
ments of that ſacred Day, inſtead of being de- 
voted to the Service of the Family and Cloſet, 
are either ſpent in unprofitable Viſits, unſuitable 
Converſation, or in a manner that ſhows we 
have but little Concern for our own Souls or 18 
the Souls of others. This is the faſhionable 
Religion of the Day. We appear as Chriſtians 1 
in the Houſe of God, but we are Heathens at { 
Home, where the Souls of our dear Children 
and Servants, which God has committed to our | 
Care and Charge, are ſtarving and periſhing 
for Lack of Knowledge. Certainly every Per- 
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(vi) 
fon who has a real Concern for the Intereſt of 
his Redeemer, as well as for the Welfare of this 
Nation, cannot but drop a Tear, to ſee how the 
Lord's Day is prophaned by many, and how 
little it is obſerved evenby thoſe who call them- 
felves Chriſtians, and with what Readineſs and 
Pleaſure that Time that can be gained from at- 
tending the neceſſary Affairs of the Week, is 
ſpent in Luxery and Intemperance, or in Plays, 
Aſſemblies, and other faſhionable Diverſions; 
which (I appeal to all that frequent them) tend 


to Corrupt the Mind, alienate the Aﬀections 


from God, encreaſe our Taſte for Pleaſure, and 
deſtroy the "ey Vitals of Religion. Oh thought- 
leſs Creatures! Could I conſiſtently indulge my 
Inelination, how affectionately would I intreat 
you? What Arguments are they which I would 
not make Uſe of with you, to ſtir you up fer 


oufly to confider the Worth of your immortal 


Sous!, the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Time, 
the Awfulneſs of dying, and the Solemaity of 
appearing before God, when a Sentence will 
be paſſed upon you, aſſigning your everlaſting 
Condition, either in the Manſiors of Glory, or 
in the dark Regions of the bottomleſs Pit, 
2 the Reach of Mercy, and the Hopes of 
Salvation F Bat I muſt not enlarge, though the 


Sübjects be fo full of Importance. However 1 


cannot forbear coy praying, that all thufe 
into whofe Hands this little Book may fall, may 


carefully read it, and that the Spirit of God 


may faften the deepeſt Convictions upon their 
Minds, in reading, concerning the Truth and 
Excellency of Religion, and conſequently of 
the Superior. Happineſs of the real — 
2 ———— | ot! 
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will read of, in whatever Character, Relation, . 


or Circumſtance, he manifeſted the Beauty and 

Power of Godlines. 
As Mr. Gearing was ſo eminent a Chriſtian , 

ſo frequent in his Cloſet, and ſo muchſconcerned 


to know the State of his Soul; he collected from 
various Authors a Variety of Marks and Evi-- 
dences of the real Chriſtian, to guide him in the 
Duty of Examination, in which he appears to 
have ſpent much Time. Theſe Evidences we 
have repreſented in this Book for the Help of 


others, who are willing to know whether they 


are Chriſtians indeed, and how the Work of 
Religion is carried on in their Souls, and there- 


fore frequently ſet apart ſome Time to make 
the important Enquiry, This Duty of Exami- 
nation appears to be evidently grounded upon 


Scripture, is what our Fathers frequently at- 


tended to, and is a great Means in t ands 
of the Spirit, of ſcattering the Fears of the ti- 
merous Chriſtian, leading 


ſolutions in his Way to Heaven, 


Cor. Xii. 5 


him to ſome ſweet 
Communion with God, ſtrengthening his Re- 
making Reli 
gion thrive and flouriſh in his Soul, and of clear- 
ing up a Point, which of all others is the moſt 
important, and that is, whether we have ex- 
perienced the Power of renewing Grace, or are 
but almoſt Chriſtians. How happy would. it 
de, were we more generally convinced of the 
Importance of this Duty, and more diligent in 
it ® Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 
Faith, is a Duty which the Holy Ghoſt calls 
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us to, and ſhould be by no means neglected, eſpe- 
cially by thoſe who are ſenſible of the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of being found in Chriſt. As the Spirit has 
called us to it, ſo we may expect his Aſſiſtance in 
it, And what Pleaſure do we feel; when the Spirit 
comes, and witneſſeth with our Spirits that we are 
the Children of God ? What Advantages do we reap, 
hen he opens the, Eyes of our Underſtandings to 
now what is the Hope of his Calling, and gives us 
a View of the Reality of a Work of Grace in our 
Souls? Let thoſe ſpeak that have felt the Satis- 
faction. RT, „ 
Te timorous doubting Believer will here meet 
with ſome ſuitable and important Hints, that may 
be uſeful to reſolve his Doubts, ſcatter his Fears, 
and. raiſe his Hopes, as well as direct and ſupport 
him in all the Difficulties he may be exerciſed with 
in his Paſſage through the Wilderneſs, The 
ſlochful Chriſtian will ſind ſomething ſuitable, to 
rouſe him from his Slumber, to quicken his Zeal, 
to warm his AﬀeCtions, and to fiir him up to be 
preſſing towards Zion, with greater Diligence, Upon- 
the whole ; the following Sheets appear ro be cal- 
culated, to help the Chriſtian in the Devotion and 
Duties of the Cloſet, to promote the Power and lead 
us to a taſt of the pleaſurable Parts of Religion, and 
to direct, guide, comfort and chear us in every Cir- 
cymſtance of Difficulty in Life; to keep us from 
that Deſpondancy, which is diſhonourable to God, 
ang uncomfortable to the Soul; and to animate us 
with. the lively Hopes of a compleat Victory over 
all our ſpiritual Enemies, and of our reaching ſafe 
at laſt to the Regions of everlaſting Felicity. And 


oh, may the eternal Spirit, accompany the Reading 


with his Blefling, and make it effectual to anſwer 
theſe deſirable Ends. * 


Lond. Feb. 8. 17 54. Samuel Hayward, 
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10 F there be Joy in Heaven among the 
Angels, and the bleſſed Inhabitants 
Above, upon the Converſion of a 
Sinner; we may reckon there is ſo from 
ad time to time, upon the Addition to their 
ad Number of any ſuch, who by the Grace 
ir- of God are made meet for the Heavenly 
m State and Life. Among many others, of | 
d. Plate deceaſed, Mr. H. G. was doubtleſs a 
er very welcome Perſon. ONT BY i 
fe The too frequent Flattery of Funeral _ il 
dd IF Orations I know is a common Objection | 
's againſt ſpeaking or writing any thing of - || 
the Dead, becauſe many are commended | 
whoſe Names are written in the Duſt and | 
deſerve to periſh with their own Dung: 1 
A 5 | But | 
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* A ſhort. Account of 
But the Memory of the Juſt ſhall how- 
ever be bleſfed ; their Death is precious, 
and their Examples uſeful to all who knew 
them, and may be fo to many others. It 
is not, I confeſs, of every good Man or 
Woman that dieth, that we can ſpeak 
ſuch things as we may to the juſt Com- 
mendation of fome. Neither 1s it fit to 
publiſh all the Good we can of every Bo- 
dy ; becauſe it may be they had ſome 
| Blemiſhes that will make the other in- 
credible, or leſſen its Uſe. But Perſons 
of eminent Grace' and Holineſs, are the 
choiceſt Works of God, the richeſt Or- 
naments,, the moſt precious Jewels that 
can be ſhewn : For the meaneſt Saint is 
incomparably more noble and honoura- 
ble than the greateſt Perſonages in the 
World, that are Slaves of Sin, and Ene- 
mies to God. But as one Star differs 
from another in Glory, there are ſome 
more lively Images of God, and who 
better imitate the Pattern of Chriſt, 
ſome Veſſels of Mercy filled with Grace 
above their Fellows. Of ſuch as theſe 
we ought to ſpeak, to the Glory of Di- 
vine Grace; There is an attractive In- 
fluence in their Pattern; ſome good Sa- 
vour and Impreſſion may be left by the 
terious Peruſal of their Lives and Cha- 
racter. Divers have dated their firſt 

Con- 
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25 may be one means to confute, or ſi- 
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the Life of Mr. H: Gearing. xi 
Converſion from reading or hearing ſuch 
Relations. CE arr: 
But as many an upright Chriſtian, whole 
Funeral Sermon I may be cald to preach, 
will come far ſhort of the Spirit and 
Practice of Mr, G. fo I-refolve to ſp 
more ſparingly of the Dead, in ſuch Diſ- 
courſes, leſt I raiſe the Expectation of 
the like, where I cannot conſcionably per- 
form it. And on the ſame Account, I for- 
bear the mention of ſome things which 
He deſired of me, and I complied with, 
becauſe I would not encourage others ta 
deſire the like. B 

I hope the publiſhing of ſuch Exam- 


ence the Atheiſm of the preſent Age, as 
if there were no Reality in Religion; that 
it is meer Notion and 2 or LO for 
Hypocriſie. An exemplary viſible Pie 

is Ne: to confute ſuch Cavils, baile 
ſuch Prejudices, and convince the Minds 
of Men, and bring them ſecretly to wiſh 
that they themſelves were ſuch. It is 
certain the unſutable Lives of choſe wha 
profeſs Religion, hath greatly ſtumbled 
and hardened many in their Profaneneſs. 
Some of no ordinary Parts or Education, 
under Convictions of Sin, and Fears of 
Hell upon a Death-bed, have told me, 
that the wicked Lives of ſuch as pretended | 
to. 
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to Religion, had more hindered their 
Seriouſneſs than all the Quirks and Sub- 
tilities, or bold Attempts of ſuch as 
would overthrow the Principles of Chri- 


. 


Beſides, ſerious well-diſpoſed Chriſti 


ans will be encouraged by the Example 


and Commendation of ſuch, after whoſe 
Copy they deſire to write. Thanks be to 


- God, they are not a few, even in this Age, 
of whoſe Exemplary Lives there are divers 


Paſſages fit to be publiſhed : And tho” it 
would be endleſs to write all their Lives, 


yet now and then to ſet forth a bright 


Example may be of ſingular Advantage. 

Such as knew this, or the other Perſon in 
particular, and were themſelves Wit- 
neſſes of the Truth of ſeveral things re- 
tated, will be more apt to be influenced 
by ſuch an Account, than by the like, or 


greater things related of others, who have 
been dead many Years ago, or their Lives: 
written by ſuch who never perſonally 


were acquainted with them. And by ſuch 
Examples we . ſee that ſtrict and ſe- 
rious Religion is poſſible; and that if your 


Hearts are ſet to pleaſe God, it is not to 
be diſpaired of. | 


It 1 can by the following Narrative 
excite any to value and improve their 


Time beiter, whereof he was ſo very 


choice 
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the Life of Mr. H. Gearing. xiii 
choice and careful: If I can blow up any 
Coal of that Divine Fervor and Zeal to. 
God, that warm'd his Heart; if I can 
but provoke any to mend their Pace, by 
conſidering how ſhort they come of what 
he was, and did, I ſhall think 1 did welt 
to puniſh it. ONS | 

However, as the Word of God deli- 
yered in the Holy Scriptures, and diſ- 
penſed in the Miniſtry thereof, hath di- 
vers and contrary Effects upon different 
Subjects, from which God will raiſe his 
own Glory; ſo will it be with this Re- 


lation. But if the Reader gain no Ad- 


vantage by the peruſing of it, he muſt 
blame himſelf for not conſidering, and 
applying it with ſutable Reflections. For 
he may here find the Deſcription of a 
Real Chriſtian, a true Nathaniel, an Iſra- 
elite indeed. 1 

I am not very ſolicitous to avow my 
Integrity as to the Truth of every thing 
related; becauſe, beſides what I have aſ- 
ſerted of him from my own K nowledge, 
all that have lived in his Family, and ma- 
ny others of his Acquaint ance in this City, 
will readily ſubſcribe to the Truth of 
the reſt: Tho” the beſt Diſcovery of him 
is what is tranſcribed from his own Papers. © 
For who can know the inward State and 
Frame of another Man's Soul, but by his 
Own 
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xiv MA ſhort Account of 


own Declaration of it ſome way or other. 


It muſt be opened ſome way or other by 


himſelf, or it cannot be publiſhed and 
made known to others. The inmoſt Se- 
crets of a Man's Heart towards God can- 
not be ſo well known by the ſtricteſt Ob- 
ſervation of other Men. 1 
What I have gathered out of his own 
Manuſcripts, is publiſhed without alter- 
ing any thing material in the Expreſſions, 
unleſs here and there one Word, where 
the Phraſe was dark, or ſubject to Am- 


biguity. If in ſome things there ſeems 
not that Exactneſs which ſome Readers 


would deſire, it ought to be conſidered, that 
there are other Readers to whom they 
may ve more ſutable, who are not to be 
neglected. And as to his manner of 
expreſſing himſelf, you muſt remember 
he vvas à plain Citizen, and one who had 
no need of a poliſh'd Stile, or any Ad- 
vantages to gain it. Beſides, what he 
wrote was only for the Comfort of his 
own Soul; and if he had any farther 


Eye, for the uſe of thoſe of his own Fa- 


mily; whoſe Love and Regard to him 
might imprint deeper on their Minds and 
Hearts what was done by him, tho' with 
leſs Accuracy than by another Hand, 


After 
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in their daily Courſe, as did this holy 


- firmities with us. The beſt Saints on 
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the Life of Mr. H. Gearing. xv 
After all, I here pretend not to leſſen 
the Honour and Commendation of any 
other holy Perſons lately deceaſed, or of 
any ſuch yet living: For, in ſubftance, 
the Character of one will fute the Hearts 
and Lives of all the reft. But all up- 
right Chriſtians do not walk with God 


Man. I may call him fo, tho' I do not 
fay he was perfect: For a greater than he, 
Elias, was ſubject to like Paſſions and In- 


Earth are but imperfectly ſanctified, their 
Knowledge is imperfect, their Love im- 

rtect, their Self-denial imperfect; they 
—— Remainders of Corruption, and ac- 
cording to the different Temperament 
of their Bodies, Circumſtances and Con- 
ditions of Life, they are ſubject to many 
Weakneſſes, and are ſenſible of them. 
But the Grace they receive by conſtant 
Prayer, and Dependence, and the Care 
and Watchfulneſs they are enabled to 
uſe over their Hearts, and Words, and 
Senſes, and againſt the Occaſions of Sin, 
preſerves them from any great Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, and quickly recoyers them from 
leſſer ones. 

I therefore hope I ſhall not be blamed 
for not mentioning his Infirmities and 
Failings, becauſe I know not how the 

f Readers 
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Readers Benefit and Advantage would 
be thereby promoted : It hath been'ob- 


ſerved to this purpoſe, that the Vertues, 
the Graces, the Perfections of our Bre- 
thren ſet before our View, may be pro- 


per to nouriſh our Humility, ſuppreſs: 


Pride, and invite-our Imitation: But to 
divulge their Faults would rather further: 
our Security, and advance our Self-con- 


ceit. And as to this excellent Perſon, his 


Watchfulneſs and Temperance. his De- 
votion and Diligence, his Mortification 


and Zeal for doing good, argued a very 
great Purity of Mind and Heart; and his 


careful Improvement of his Time left 
little Vacancy for Temptation to fill up: 
No very great Faults be ſure could dwell 


with ſuch ſtrict Examination of himſelf 
every Day, as he continued to uſe till 


within four Days of his Death. But that 
being all written in Short- Hand, what 
might have been from thence added to 


his Character, or tranſcribed for the 


Immitation or Inſtruction of others, is 
wholly loſt. This in the general will be 
owned by thoſe who were beſt acquainted 
with him, that human Infirmities and 


Imperfections excepted, his Lite was one 
even Thread of ſerious Godlineſs, from 
Morning to Night, from the beginning 
of the Week, and Month, and Year, to 


the 


the end, inall Relations, in all Companies, 
and in all Affairs. a 


He «was born at Leachlad in Gloceſter- 
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ſhire, and baptized there, March the 5th... 


An. 1632. His Father, Mr. Henry Gearing, 
was a Shop-keeper, or Mercer in that 
Toon; and for his extraordinary Pru- 


dence and Piety, reſpected, honoured, and 


loved by Perſons of all Perſuaſions. There 
are not wanting thoſe now living, who can 
ſay of the Father's Houſe, what ſeverat 
know to be true of the Son's, That it was 


a Nurſery of Religion, a little Temple of © 


God, and they thank God they were ever 


caſt under that Roof. It was the Expe- 


rience of *one, whoſe hoary © 
Head in the way of Right- 1 4 8 
oufneſs is a Crown of Glo- . 5 2 ns 
8. with whom our Mr. 

3earing, ſerved his Apprenticeſhip : He in his 
younger Years boarded in his Father*s Houſe 
at Leachlad, and reckons the Example of 


his ho'y Life to have been à fingular Ble, 


fing to him in bis Youth. Hi pious Fa- 


ther died of a Conſumption, when his Son 
was about the Age of Thirteen. As did his. 


Uncle, Mr. Simon Gearing, his Fathers 
elder Brother, about fix Years after. His 


| Mother, Mrs Ann Gearing, was {ikewi/e 


an eminent Chriſtian, and died at Rams- 
berry 


— 


= 


# 
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© berry in Witſhire, January the 8th. 1699 


and was there buried. 


But to return to bim of whom I am now 


furiber to ſpeak. It pleaſed God to begin 


very early with him, before be came to Lon- 
don, toben be was about twelve or Thir- 
teen Years old. God doth often fo bleſs a 
good Education of Children; and would of t- 
ner do it, if parents would be careful to ds 


their Duty in this Particular with Wiſdom 
and Faiihfulneſs . Theſe were ſu eb Dif- | 


coveries, az 1 am informed. of bis ſerious 
Godlineſs in his Youth, as were obſerved 
by many, to the Admiration of the Grace 
of God. He began betimes to ſeek after 


Cod and Chriſt : Theſe were his beſt Days, 
and he comfortably found him whom his Soul 


loved, The Pleaſure, the Advantage, ihe 
Succeſs and Comfort of Devotedneſs to 
God in our Youth, is beyond all Expreſſion. 


ben he came to London, God directed 
and ſettled bim as an Apprentice with his 
Couſin Mr. Joſhua Gearing, already men- 
tioned, *where he bad the Advantages of a 
Religious Family, and conſtantly attended ihe 
fertous, affectionate Miniſtry of Mr. James 
Nalton, whoſe Name and Memory is ſtill 
precious with many 'in this City: God was 


pleaſed to bleſs bis Preaching to his eſfectual 


Conver- 
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Converſion, or rather to nouriſh and in- 
creaſe the Seeds of Grace planted before. 
He always thought he could never ſpeak 
with Honour and Afﬀettion enough of 
Mr. Nalton, whom God hath made ſo uſe- 
ful to his Soul: He would frequently, 10 
his dying Day, mention with what power- 
ful Impreſſions on his Conſcience his Ser- 
mons were accompanied, how he thought 
himſelf in a Corner of Heaven under his 
Miniftry ; that he could many times have 
wiſhed to have gone directly to Heaven 
from the Place of Pubiick Worſhip ; ſuch 
a Preſence and Power of the Divine Spi- 
rit did attend the Gofpel Miniſtrations. 


May the Reſidue of this Spirit be more 


plentifully poured out on the Miniſters of 
Chriſt in this City and Nation, for the like 
Effetts on the Souls of Men |! 


He hath often ſpoken and writ, how 
ſweet and advantageous a Seaſon for Reli- 
gion, the Time of his Apprenticeſhip was: 
What beavenly Thoughts and Meditations 
be frequently had in the Shop, and bebind 
the Counter. He hath often profeſſed, that 
by reaſon of his Freedom at that time 
from Worldly Cares and Buſinsſs, it was 
the beſt Time he ever enjoyed for God and 
his Soul in bis whole Life. He bad then. 
nothing elſe to do, but to ſerve God and 

| Pleaſe 
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x + A fort” decount of » 
phaſe his Maſter, who was the more plea» 
fed with him, for loving and pleaſing, and 


ſerving God. The Converſation he had 


in Heaven by Ejaculatory Prayer, while? 
he followed his Maſter's Buſineſs, he hath 
often ſince reflected on with Joy and 
Thanks, ſaying, He would not for all the 
World but be able 1o remember what he 
then enjoyed; for he never had ſuch live- 
Iy, comfortable, uninterrupted Communion 
with God afterwards. The' in bis After- 
courſe be continued in this Evidence of a 
Heavenly Mind and Heart, frequently to 
lift up his Soul to God whatever Company he 
was in. He hath ſometimes owned, that 


be enjoyed as much of God in bis Thoughts, 


while walking in the Streets, as when be 


Was upon his Knees. 


Whan his Time was out, be choſe to tarry 

a Whole Year or more with his Maſter, 
being afraid leſt the World ſhould engrojs 
too much of his Heart and Time; and had 
almoſt reſolved to relire into the Country, 
to be out of Danger of maiy Tempbta- 
tions, and to have more Opportunities for 
Meditation and Prayer. But judging (tru- 
Iy encuyb\ that that was not the way to be 
uſeful in the World, nor could be bring /a 
much Glory to God in 8 private retired 
| ” Life, 
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Life, as ty ſettling in à Family and Cal- 
ling, be accordingly did both. And choſe 
a' ſutable Companion out of a Religious 
Family, who deſired with him to make Re- 
ligion ber Buſineſs; and God was after- 
wards very kind to bim in the like Choice. 


It was bis oy hey every Night to write 
down in Short-hand ſome of the moſt mate- 


rial Things of every Day relating to his 


_ as bis Mevrcies, bis Sins, the Frame 
bis Heart in Duty, gratious Returns of 
rams; ſpecial! Proviences to himſelf and 

ethers, c. He defir:d every Night to lie 

down in Exectatiun of Death, and Prepa- 
ration for it, tho he were in perfett 

Flealth : Ard, through the Goodneſs of 

Cod, be en an extraordinary Mea-. 

Jure of it for many Tears. So that, till a 

little before his Doath, I bade beard bim 

fay, that he bad not been above twice kept 
by Sickneſs, from hearing @ Sermon. on The. 

Lora's Day, for the ſpace of Forty Years. 


T o thoſe Chriſtians who have full leiſure 
for this excelient dal Mort of Self-exa- 
muation, and recording the Reſult of it, 
this Courſe would be of unſpeakable Ad- 
vantage: Bui I urge it not upon ali. It 
15 ſufficient to many to rezew their Repen- 
tance for daily Failings, and record only 


He 
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the extraordinary, and more remarkeble Paſs. 
ſages of their Lives, not having time to re- 


cord the ordinary Occurrences of every Day, 


But beſides what be did every Day, be fre. 
quently ſet apart whole Days with Faſting 
and Prayer, to examine aud ti the State of 
his Soul, Part whereof be tranſcribed after- 


wards, tho but a very little part; which is 
bere added, as containing the Character and 


Trial of a Real Chriſtan, with the Rea- 
fon of bis tranſeribing it. And I am perſiwaded 


he did it with great Sincerity and Humili- 


ty ʒ the rather, becauſe, when about a Month 
or fin Weeks before his Death, be was under 
ſome Darkneſs and Clouds, as to bis Eviden- 
ces for Heaven, and apprehended bis Time on 
Earth would be but ſhort, be deſired to a 
courſe with me, more than once, about the 
State of his Soul, (which I ſhall always re- 
member with Thankfulneſs io God) in order 
to my making the better fudgment of bis 


Caſe, be let me ſee ſome of thoſe Papers, 


wwritten many Years before, but ſends me a 


Letter the next Morning to recal them, men- 


tioning his great Trouble after I was gone, 
leſt what be had done ſavoured of Pride, and 
ought rather to have been concealed. Such 


was the Tenderneſs of his Conſcience in this, 


and in every thing. 
I ſhall 
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T ball ſay leſs concerning bis Examina- 
ion of himſelf , becauſe you have here 
pnexed a ſhort Account of the manner of 
it. The lawfulneſs of trying our ſelves by 
Marks and Signs of the Truth of Grace, I 
bope will not be ueſtioned, when it is but to 
dence the Sincerity of our Faith and Re- 
pentance, and holy Obedience, while we 
ſcribe unto our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt what he- 
one to him as our great High-Prieſt. Al 
bat is done by Chriſt without us, in order 10 
mr Salvation, may and ought to be diſtin- 
rfhed from what is done by the Spirit of 
briſt, and his Grace within us; becauſe ' 
here is a manifeſt difference between what 
auſeth our Acceptance with God, and that 
hich is evidential of it, in order to our 
rn Comfort. OS 


His Example in the ſtrict Obſervation of 
he Ltd's Day, and conſcientious Faithful- 
eſs in his Family Relations, have been /4- 
ts notice of to the Edification of many. The 
Weekly Chriſtian Sabbath was honourable and 
ſlremed by him; be made it bis Delight. He 
emembred it before it came, by ſomething 
"reparatory in his Family upon the Saturday 
Evening. He was early in the Morning on 
vat Day in his Cloſet, and likewiſe in Fami- 
Mor ſhip, with Prayer and Thankſgiving, 
Ind reading the Holy Scriptures, (of which 


bis 
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. bis Children and Servants were yo rememb:y 
ll: ſomttbing) and ſo prepared" for the Bubi 
Wd FTorſhip. He would not willingly Ju fer any 


9 idle or vain Diſcourſe throughout the whoh 
Dq; admonifhing all about him to take Beedi 
their Thoughts andWords, in u ſpecial manns: 


n — 


| pn the Lord's Day. He retired us ſoon us 
| came home at Noon for a little ſpace, and en 
' - - ghiredof Inferiors what they remembred. H 
Texpreſs'd his Diſlite of thoſe, who bad been cart 

% berein, ly encouraging thoſe that did better 


|. © His Diſcourſe was alwcys ſerious, ſavonr), 
1 and ſuitable at his Table; often minding thij 
j about bim, bow, many had gone into Eternity, 
#be laſt Week, and of the Bounty and Rind 
neſs 95 Heaven in the Plenty they enjoyed, boil 
« for Spirituals and Temporals beyond others 
After Dinner, a Chapter or two was alta 
read, and ſome part of a ſerious Praticlf 
'Book, till it was time to go to the Public 
8 Worſhip. Therein be ach reverent ani 
| F ſerious. After he came home, be retircil 
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ll | bis Cloſet for near an Hour, and charged dl } 
ll | the reſt of the Family to go alone likewiſe ; 


1 then be called them together, began with | 
ſhort Invocation of God, ſung a Pſalm, an 
repeated the Morning Sermon, and prayil 
with them lefore Supper Many who {cv 
with him can witneſs, that in Family Praye! 
upon the Lord's Day, be had more than er 
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the Experience of other Chriſtians. O that | il 
Heads of Families would bus make a Trial! 1 
After Prayer he retired a very little, probaly 
io refleft on bis Frame in the laſt Duty, and 
When would ask his Children fome pertinent 
, B2ueſtions concerning the Principles of Reli- 
gion. After Supper he repeated the Alter- 
oon Sermon, and engquired what they-rememr 
4 red of i, | 


ener 

our) He was himſelf the laſt in the Family who 
; tha went ta Bed, that he might run over the 
ern Leads of what be had heard and repeated, 
Kin Vr theſe be reviewed on Monday: Morning, 
7 bot and kept in bis Memory all the Week, and 


very Day repeated ſomewhat thereof io him 
ſelf, that be might have the Subject of thoſe 
Sermons continually in his Thoughts, as the 
Food of bis Soul, till another Lord's Day 
ame. He recommended this Practice unto 
hers, bereby to live the Sermons cos hear, 
and to be under an Awe and Influence- by 
bem, all the Wetk after, | £ 


thers, 
Ic 
att ical 
ublia 
nt ail 
red 
red al 
WH | 
vith | 
7, an 
prayl 
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On Monday Mornings, ever ſince the 

Black Bartholomew-Day, when about-Twa 

bouſand Miniſters «vere ſilenced ( for want 

ſuch a Liberty and. Toleration as God is 

ww pleaſed mer ciſully to alot us) he did 

il bis Death, accuſtom himſelf to riſe 
b | 


raye! 
n Ut 
an ar 
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N 41 Four a Clock, - and. o 7 ſoo! 
Wi ſpending the time 5 bis 00 Ye t Hill Six, to 
| cially in Prayer for the Nation, and d 
| | 'Church of Chriſt: I have heard. that k 
I aol 9230 A with bim 4 the 2 
NW | ur in / i 7 nary | Courſe, 2 was 42 
__ 70 be early every Morning in his Cloſet, aul 
1 about Seven a Clock would call his Famil 
16 tagether, and read a Pſalm or two, and pra 
WM 201th, them, His. great . of Health 
W | "Was a conſiderable Help to him to do mit 
; Aan others, in this, and ſeveral Particulars, 
And accordingly be improved it, without b 
"ſing any Time in unneceſſary Recreations; 
ſaying, he deſired no other Recreation, ut 
10 think and Jpeak of God, and mind ti 
Glory. He often. thankf 105 acknowledgd 
the. Divine Goodneſs, that 14 50 Imploymen 
wa, ſuch, that be had more Time for ſeridu 
folitary Religion than others; and that he bal 
more time for reading in his Shop, and might 
bave it fut ooner in tbe Evening. Aud bi 
 contratted his Buſineſs, or would not chouſ 
_ to hurry. 1 80 2 e of it, wik 
| that very De 


The firſt whing be 44 dv in EXD Kors | 
ing, was to read ſome part of the 11 
Scripture, with the beſt Annotations be could 

Procun 
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procure upon them,- and the like in the Even- 
ng... A in reading . thin over aghin aid 
again, regularly and in coarſe, he found much 
Advantage ; be fill perceived fuch a Majeſty, 
ſuch a Myſtery, ſuch a Depth in them, that 
he was never weary of fathoming, tho" he 
could never reach the Bottom: He deſired to 
walt by that Rule, to be gaided by that 
Light, and ie derive bis Supports, Excou- 
ragements, and Hopes from ibene. 


I bardly ever knew one more careful of 
his Time, and all that knew bim muſt” ſay 
the ſame, He would tarry but a'very httle 
ut H Pile in any Company, where be might nat cb. 
or receive Gogd, - He was jo pundtual in his 
Time of Retirement for Secret Prayer, about 
Six in the Summer, and Five in the Witt, 
(unleſs. be was bearing a Sermn at that 
Hour ) that þe would uſually mak fonts Er. 
700 % or other, to break away from Company, 
0 tho” be returned to , them in Half at Hour. 

His Communion with God there was diſco- 
vered by the Frame of bis Spirit "when be 
came [rom theice,, Tt is there, woe ſpeak var 
Minds and Hearts more freely io Go, "and 
there be — of bis graciotes Tn A 
ence in @ ſpecial-manner to ug. He found" 
more Satizfaftion aud Comfort in one ſuch 
Hour, by pouring out bis Soul to God alone, 
—— — 8 2 thai 
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uub good Suceeſs; 'ns ſeveral" of bis Relations 
ſlixung and dying) bave owned. © Of bis uſe- 
Fulneſsta ons related to Bim, you. 
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Gad, wi 36 bony anwar'd. His Deine 
2 Jaan made thoſe in bis- Family begin 
#2 tone- Religion for bis fake, which-after- 
wards they did for its own, God dbb often 
2 Fs 10 2 by. luſt rammte of Native - 

nd Afetbian, and give ube Influence 2 iy: 
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Be uſually at's the Afembiy's 3 — 
chiſm in bis Tarte, twice every Meet, aud 
Inferiprs by Rewards an lenrm it 

and uo Fur fame felett Portions f Srriprurr 
by Fae, and jo be brought them to delight- 
in it. With what Solicitude, and Care, and 
un wearicd Pains, with what Conipaſſiany' and 
Pity, and hearty Affection be-endeavoured' 
tbe Converſion of ome; and ib Ruuery 
of otber; related to bim, from their Dacien- 
ions in Kan. 7 ana 3 een, 


Wa 2 ank! 
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K pt upon Spiritual aud: Religious 'Shlject 
I wiſh, for my own ſake, I bad ſpent" mort 
time. with him upon this Account, for ik 
deſired. it not on any other, He walued 20 
Fifuts.af Ceremony aud omplimen ta, 1 
not f Miniſizrs, or an | others, that Soul 
not help him as a Chriſtian, Truſt bis Me 
mory. will. be a living Sermon fo me, and 10 
ne others that Knew bim. 
Tier » his, Trade. be had 3 Di 
appointments and Loſſes, aud yet bore then 
with admirable Patience. He thanked Gil 
that he was. carried through them with ji 
much. Calmmeſs. and.  Satisfaftion, that he 


could always: ſpeak goed of God; the" hard) 
any, that trade for Ta have been known 


20 have 2 aa 95 


He 3 * 9 or 71 2 toitbont ing " 
his Heart to God for Direction. And as al 


Argument of bis tender Conſcience, I Have 
been informed by one (who muſt needs łnou 
the Jrntb af it) that be ſpould not let his 
Sill lie on the damper. "fide of the 3 


left it ſhould thereby IN Fre ans 
fo. Works the Bu . 


"os. wales with Godin in EY Calline fa regts 
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a more of. God in bis Shop and Ware- 


of 1 d in dur Retirements for Prayer and 
Devotion. For let him come toben be would 


bul 0 Hiritual and Heavenly, than moſt ordinary 
0 1 Briſtians are, when they come from the ſo- 
4% LA Exerciſes of Religion.” In ſhorr, 51; 
HY Principles, bis 7 boughts, his Tnclrnations, 

is Aﬀettions and All ions, 51 C an 
5 Dit Converſe in the Whole of. them, was ſuch 


as 134 be uru called a ON with 
then Cod. 4 
1 j K was NEE 170 1s Good 10 a 1 bis fe 


_ fraſonable Inſtruction and Admonition z 
whereof divers now living muſt needs be. 


God for bis F reedom in zbat kind. 


. His Charity to the Poor was anfwerab 
o the reſt ding to bis Ability. M. 
ow % be reſt, accor o his Ability. Many 


. i a poor Family of Country Miniſters, "and 
Miniſters. Widows, in City and Connty: 


not do of himſelf,” he wotld endeavour to pro- 


cure of oth:rs, for the Relief of ſach whoſe 
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in Bs Trade and Bufineſs," than mam 


from his 755 Afairs, his Mind was more 


quaintauce, by Counſel and Reproof, by 


ble; and ſome-of them, I hope, do thank 


will feel that be is dead. For what be cu 4 | 
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vn ben be came. Hurt be durſt not 

lle came humbly.to pay 10 4 'Crith 
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one eee Tabs ex potted, aber: One k 
Exemplazy, 70 C Cireum he. fo much above 


this Monid, One fo nſeful upon Earth, and fa 


xipe: for Heaven, ſhould buve lived in the 


moſt raiſed Canſolaiions, and the moſt joyful 


Tranſports, aba, be bad been already almoſt 
inn Heaven, or juſt come from then.- Sures 
iy, will ſome ſay, ſuch an one as He miſt 
haue the Earneſt; 'the Seal, the Fore taſtes of 
Clary, beyoud bi, Brerbren z "be muſt needs 
den r Tap of Piſgah, in the Light of 
G Cauutenancr, in i Sight of the Hea- 
wan Canaan, and be paſt. che Fears, and 
Daulus, ant. Complaints of "other trembling 


 Chriftiavas. But God did not think this fit for 


him, in the latter part of bis Li. Neveribe+ 
leſs be had that which wasequivalent, or bet- 
ter than the higheſt Flights of Aſſurance car 


AR aq. eG > 2m hn A wv. © _ ®__= es. Yo. Yr Sac. oa a... add am_ OY toe EA bo. i» 23. . be 


ni the Lafer W. kt. Gearing, xls: 
| be.) Tor umler bis Complaints of Doubts, and 
1d Dradveſi, and want of dle Canna et 
wth vb Cd, r gs Aunt in God . 
through F-ſus Chrift, and an uniform Obe- 
dience © And, —— 2 is 
Dowbi» fetmed o Heighrof | 
bis Grace, rat ber iban the Weakneſs of x. 

For ſuch was bis extraordinary Loogto-God, 

that be never thought be could baue Evidence 
of 1he Divine Preſence and Favour ; 
bo that was mined with ſome Error of 
Pudement, as expecting more than God bath 
promiſed in that kind; and as arguing from 
juch Arbitrary Diſpenſalions of God, unto 
nd fo Huch c_ ions, al cannot usch be drawn F 


oyfu Things. Forvertainly bis judicious Lowe 
ſnot Cod, bis inward Eiern ſs and Hea- 
ures | ven, bis iced Hatred and Abborrence of Sin, 
miſt and bis babitual Self-denial and Devotedneſs 
es of |= God, with conſt ant Watchfulneſs and Care 
need; iv Pleaſe bim, and keep a Canſeionce void of 
wbt of | OHence towards Gad and Man, is a better 
Hear | Evidence f one beloved. of God, than the 
and beebeſt Tranyports.can amount to: Hpecially 
bling IN bis Caſe, nh, nder fome Banda an 
t far fears, was able yet 10 bald an bis Way, and 
rtbes | bis Work; and 10 perſevere with adele 
r bet- A _ 10 * _ . | 
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xxxiv A. ſhort Account , 


profitable Prayer, than to beg of God ing 
IS = 113] 


bo jomething, alſo. of bir Natural, Ten- 
per, and bodily Conſtitution, ought 4 be con- 
ſidered, to abate his Suſpicion, of  bimfetf, 
upon the Account of his not having ſuch rai- 


| fed, ſenſible Conjolations, and Foys,.. a5 ſome 


others... Beſides that, his Humulity in judg- 


ing of bimſelf, and his, earneſt. Deſire of far: 


ther Communion with God, made, him, over- 
look what be did enjoy, even. in ibis kind. 


For «ten, when be joined with otbers, or 


when be prayed. alone, bis Affectiaus were 
more lively, after having been Forty Years 
in Chriſt, than moſt yenng Converts are the 
Furſt Tear. A. 14 2 


However, in this God was very gracious 
10 him, that, tho" be feared the Devil might 
aſſault him at laſt, be dig not permit it. But 
with a calm Submiſſion, and regular, ſteady 
Truſt, and Hope in the Divine Mercy, wilb 
Eyes, aud Hands, and Heart lift up 10 Hea- 
ven, he quietly departea this Life, and is at 
Reſt in the Boſom of Chriſt. 


If I would pronounce a Bleſſing on bis Fa- 
mily, and ſurviving Relations, upon bis 
Wife, and Children, his Friends, and A 
guaintance, that love and honour his Me- 
mory; I know not how to do it by a more 


; bis 
Ac- 


more 
that 


Glory throughout all the Churches FA er. | 
Amen. 5 


the Life of Mr. H. Gearing. xxxv 


they.. may tread i in bis Steps, and walk as 
be walked ; © that his God may be their 
God; that they may follow him as he was a 
Follower of Crit, ; and fo at laſt be more 


than Cont uerors over the World, and Sin, 


and Death, and bim that hath the Power of 


i, the Devil. Thanks be to God who bath 


given him, and aſſured us, of the Victory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: To bim be 
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and Trial 


OF 


* REA. CHRISTIAN, 


Now fallews, out of 175 own Pars, th 
| eart, an 


manner of his examining hi, 

Life, State and * and the Fry | 

thereof recorded, aud written for his 

Support in After-Difficulties, Some may 

be excited by it io an Imitation, and others 

find Encouragement by what reliev'd him 
_ againſt bis Doubis and Fears, and enabled 


Fe to perſevert, even withaut full 
Aſſurance. : 


” % 
—— oa gone n0w * 1 REY . —_—Y 
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' HENRY GEARING. - 
HO” I have been under much Hard- 


neſi and Deadueſs for many Years, 
yet I thought good, for my En- 
eouragement, here to — God's Good - 
es to me ſometimes. By looking over 
5 | . 
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ſcarce. to be. able to 
At another Time I have recorded hoy | 
Vas, quickened. by. hearing a Sermon of 


ona Lord's Day Evening, 
that Text, Bebold J ſtand at the Door and 
F knock, and. ꝛuboſoe ver opens to me, I wil 


[ 


_ The Charatter ond Trial 


my Books, in which, I have wrote, down 
in Short-hand every Ni Pas. how it 

with me in the Day; 1. find that I Us: 
ſometimes been quickned-and affected in 
Prayer; often in Family Prayer at Night 
on the Lord 's Day. Tho! 1 gan ven 
much indiſpoſed, yet it ho d God to 
draw out my Heart in earneſt Deſirez 
and I have had ſome Meltings more than 
uſual. At other Times, in Family-Prayet 
at Night, I have been more than ordinarily 


affected. And ſometimes under the Word 


hid; Once at the Morning Lefure, 
When Phong a Sermon of Buying the Pear 
of Price. At other Times I find I Was 
affected greatly in Family-Prayer, ſo as 


fpeak for weeping. 


Mr. Suunnock on that Text, He will not 


| break. the. bruiſed Reed. At ſeveral other 
Times have had lively Affections i in ſe 
cret Prayer. 


Often in my Walk to Clapham, I have 


had my Heart drawn out in earneſt, fer. 
vent Deſires after God. Once repeating 


come in and ſup with him 1 was ſo affec- 
ted, I could not go on for Tears, but 2 
tt 3 


à Sermon on 


1 0 a Real Cbriftion: A 


Time 15 lle g's repeating, * Sermon of 
the Redemption of Time. At other Times 
1 find recorded, 5 on the Lord's Day I 
went to Family Prayer very fad, but God 
did greatly aſſiſt me, and my Soul! was 
| melted, ſo that I could not proceed or 
peak for Tears. At other Times in 
Prayer, and ſometimes in /nging of Pſalms. 
But, for the moſt” Part, I have been a 

great Stranger to 1 57 and Comtort ever 
fince the Days © Fauth. "Theſe 


Things I wrote, March 18, 1689, being 

Remarks in general of n near Twenty Years 

paſt. 411 
As to what 1 have et bal Pre 


Book, it was firſt in Short-Hand, "nd 


never intended to be tranſctibed. 
afterwards. I conſidered that many That 
in ĩt might be of Uſe to me, by ariother's 
reading of it, if it ſhouſd pledſe God to 
lay his Hand upon me, that 1 cotid not 
ell myſelf read my SboreHand : And 19 
know not but 8 in it 1 he ule- | 

ful to 1 gs TT & 
I hope and pray it ma nto m 5 
aj al | if the Ts ferieus Seb accompany nay 
i Neader in the Peruſal of the” "following 
fee. | i as be bad in writing them on, # 
od and then begin 40 read. n 
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s Bey l! Va ie ant oper 4 — thou 
it n the Integrity of my NM 
chief Deſign was en br | 
ſtood between God and ty Soul, 1 
„Ihad indred a Work of Ne | 
1 — me. And" that 1 might get 

Corraptian that xs ſbong more mortified, 
eſpecially'the Sin I was moſt inclined.un- 
tog and that Eight be rhbüef from God 
do carry it better in my Chriſtian Caine, 
bomi in my Family and e 
mens? e Bien f God.” 

After Prayer, that God would he 
_mnentomypimylee; If went: ta the 
e e ee 

F. wen, a 
ſome: Characters r 100350 Calamy laid 11 
down, and others of Mr. Alen, Mr. Nat- 
tan, and? Mr. Schfntork. ent good 


mn es” oa. ac an. Ae ts; a yi A O© ..-Þ? 


deal of Thu herein, und hope e 
to deal im Nay ein th ſelf 

didi beg of God heartily,” that I in 5 
malce a ri right Jahan bf a: 10. 


deavoured to Keep my Heart cloſe to the 
*. f 4 | Work; 3 


Work; ho 1 —— not meer with 
1 great Comfort, yet upon ſerious Search 1 
103 — find. bur bat God: hath wrought 
) v8 true Grace in me, bleſſed de his Name 3 


E 
mſwerably, and remem- 
ber 1 have renewed my Covenant with the- 
Lord! 0, if he ar in any wiſe ſpoke 


a * Peace to m 


lid ni 25 Ras Day, fn thera 


Duty to, = out my Soul in 'earaclt | 
and hearty Deſires after him: My 7 Han, 


throug 155 Mercy, hach been 


00 e na good Frame z 
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6 The Character and Trial 


have Merey on me, and grant I nny be 
fincere and upright with him. He i; 
pleaſed ſtill, (as. for many Years paſt) 90 
withdraw from me, and I do not meet 
. in his Ordinances, 
But I remember what Mr. N. uſed to ſay, 


that Grace. is better than Comfort, - God 


gant that I may make. ſure of Grare, and 
act and exerciſe Grace, and wait upon him 
for, Cumfort. It is worth waiting for all 
the Days of my Life: The Lord help me, 
tho Lſit in Darkneſs and fee. no Light to 


traſt in the I. ord, and ſtay myſelf on ma 


Sd. The Lord help me to keep up 


Haĩth and Hope in him, through Chriſt, to 


Wait and truſt, and hope, and believe ſtill; 


9 Fromiſe. The Lord make me care. 
ful. to: mind his Glory, and doing my Du- 
ty in the Place in Which he hath ſet me; 


for l am apt to be troubled, leſt I ſhould 


fail of my Duty towards thoſe committed 
to my. Charge, | The Lord in Mercy grant 
Imap ſet to his Work with all my Might, 

nd get my Work done before my Day of 


Life be ended; and that my Heart may 


be thoroughly taken off from this World, 
and 1 may prepare for publick Calamities, 
which are much feared, by reaſon of the 


aàhounding of all Sin and Wickedneſs more 
and more. The Lord enable me to {ip 
£490 1 oy EY 


* 


| which, through 


eſte, k 450 his e hats — 


Inet to ſuffer me to be | tempted above 
what he will enable me to bear, 1 Cr. 10. 


13, and that I may readity let all g for 
Chtiſt, if 1 am called we ts The Lord 
grant I may be made meet to be Partaker 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
and get my Evidences for Heaven ready, 
the Aſſiſtance and Help 
of God; I-defire to go about. The Lord 

grant I may not be deceived, but may ga- 


ther ſuch Evidences as will hold out, tdi 


bear me up in the midſt of Troubles, und 
Trials, yea, in the Hour of Death; and the 
Day of Judgment. The Lord in infinite 
cy ſanctify to me the Death of others: 
850 7 hath of late taken away many of my 
Neighbours, Acquaintance, Friends, and 
Relations, Miniſters as well as others (a 
little while ſipce Mr. Pledger and Mr. Wells 
in one Day): O that all may be ſanctiſied, 
and eſpecially the Death of my Wife, that 
[ may yet make ſuch wiſe of that Providence 
as the Lord would expect; and be ready 
and prepared for my own ture hence, 
whenſoever it Hall pleaſe 0 dear God and 
Father to call me hom. 
Being now about to enter here; wharl 
have to ſhew for a Work of Grate in my 
lag and a Right and Title TAs 
elire 


e that] thay. not be deevivedl 
char what 1 nere meer; may de . > 
true State of my Soul, and char which rn 
will help out, and yield 48, «Comfort of 
an Hour of 'Diſtrefs,. 3% 14141 T -nfane 
bath Se ee e 
deen to 8 


U Ne 


Joh. g. 4 10 For 8% 2 A. rl, the bl 
bo gov Bw boy en Non, ibn 0 
n Ae uot Bree buſt 


** e Memblics 


* 4 oral w- wo "hs Goel 2 4 


" 0 952 4+ do:moitha 
iy Aan to 5 n His oWI t 
Terme dd NE, rich, and Propher, in al 


his*Offiees, and 1 m wiifig.to. be ruled hy 
bim as well: as Javed by him: IL hope I de- 
fire to reſt upon Jefas Chrift 2/072 foriSab 


Z — and on no her Saviour but him. | 
| "TT have. the Pacch of Reliance, to 
ret and center in Chaiſe Thope wo 


0 77 5 
l ou throw 
hi 4 0 0 

ly 3 wi „ kette 


; *4 + % : 
' 3 „ 

md % an 

aus: + MA. & 


| 8 
ae 
fit; yea, 
orm: K 
Death And Nine fat 
ain of Chit. Tho Dp, 
ery apt to ri me, pet I hope 1 

b Ns, the Lord ſet Jo, Teart. mare, 
Þ pon in hope Le with e Ap. 
Ae, 

; ay 10 . Ne 55 of 
hy aw, buf"t 9—9 9100 1s. .hnoug 
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10 e 3 | 
| that believe' be f preciets/”) I hope 1 def 
2 Chriſt above all the World 3 

how my Heart, I'would nut part wi 
th Hepes 7 have by Chriſt of Heaven ff 
tem thouſand: Worlds. I hope l deſire tg 
prize Jeſus Chriſt, as the Chiefeſt of tall 
thouſand; auger lovely. The Lon 
make me upright in this, Matter, that 

may ſee the * and Excellent y that i 
in him; ſo as to be in love with him. 

.*1 (Secondly; For Repentance: If 1 bye ts t 
Grade, Iam ſure to be ſaved; Ads g 
-Repent pe therefore; and be cunverted, the 


of refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſent 
of the Lode Luke 13. 3: Except. ye repent, 
ne ſhall all likewiſe: periſh: 3 therefore if we 
3 we ſhall not periſn. Now Re. 

*cceſeribed-0 to be a ſaving Grace, 


65 0 ee out of the true. Senſe of bi 
ben ian of the Mercy 70 | 


in 0 % 4 th with Ea "and Hase Fe his 
Sin, turn from it unto God, with full pus piſ 
, and endeavours \after new Obedience. | 
hope the Lord hath wrought this Repet- 
tante in me: I hope he hath given mes 
true Sight and Senſe of, Sin; aud that! 
am convinced of the Evil and Danger of 
it. I hope I have an Ax 1 alſo od 
the Mercy of God in Chriſt: I do not at 
all doubt, but there is Meceyenoug 4 


your Sins may be blotted out, adben the Ti im 


| — 11 
God, through Choiftz*to — «hd par- 
all gon the'greareſt Sins, if they are repented 
of. The Lord hath declared himſelf to be 
Wl the Lord God gratious and merciful, pardon- 
e Wing Taiquily, 'T Tranforeſion; and Sin, — 
44. 6 I hope I deſire to be truly forry 
or all my Sins, to grieve and mourn ſor 
at them; tho my Heart be hard, yet I hope 
at If I could be glad if it were broken, that I 
could mourn/more for my Sins. Surely it 
tha hath been a Trouble to me, many times, 
19 in Confeſſion of Sin, that I cbuld not 
mourn and weep 


tha cep, and was not affected as 
im 1 deſired. 1 hope I deſie to hate Sin alſo, 
ene the Lord work a true Hatred of all Sin 
more and more in me: I hope I deſire to 
well turn from all Sin unto God, with full 
purpoſe of Heart to cleave to him: Thope 
* the Bent of My Soul is right for God.; 
f ff tho* I have many Failings and Miſcar- 
Gua riages, I hope the full Purpoſe and Reſo—-—ꝛ 
pf H mY deb v Py CID bis 
11 E being vpon bim! That 1 had i- 
mo nor har * — 2 Evidener 
of Grace: thele/T following, 
which it pleated. God to ding: to my 
Thoughts, may be ſome ro to believe 
Jod hath wrought ſavingly e. 
I. Surely I do co m er 10 the 
Lord in ſecret,” and defire to wo my 
| cart 


— — — —— cn ee 4 


ey und Trial 


| dope! defire to f 
the Seripture faite 1 Fobe te 5 "if we ron 
Feſs-our Sins, be is fe faithfut-and ju Juſt to for. 
give ws our Sins; aud 10 -tleanſe t Fc 


- Ar hee arg bee uy 95 
con 7 
7 png. net | hd Ido not alloy 


myſelt in any Ih but deſire Power a 
Ant it, as well as Pardon of it ; yea, the 
n Kam moſt inclined to, tho my y- Heat 


| Lord help me to 
ng 18. e mine Tquig. l and 
| 2 mine Iniquil ho 1 
— as! 2 "ad -Deainets,” and 
andvings; and Diſtractions in Duty, Ge. 
Lhofie' this is 2 good Sign that I am (if 
my Heart deceives me; not) really trou. 
bled ko A of ſecret Sins which the World knows 
nothing of y and char I. dg not alloto /in/ul 


the 8:of GLA and to lay to Heart 
x 3 we) done io God by 


1 2 & $,.# : * Y 2 
F 1 9 


— — is a Change wrought in 
me, and chat I am aero Creature, 2: Cor. 
5. ir It Lam a new Creature, then I am 
in 


22 * 


nitently affected with them, andſfit/ 
nabe all my Sins, Nos 1 


i n — my | | 
Strength appialt it 1 
ſay with Davich 


Wong. 1 hope I deſie to mourn for 


anc Chi. hop © cds there are eh 
and faghtings in me againſt Sin, 
tryugglings:. between. the Eleſh and. 
Spi Hh Kkere is certainly a reſiſting of 
Sin, if, my. Heart do. not wonderfully de- 
ceive me. Now Mr. N. uſed to ſay, It is 
true Grace to reſiſt Sin, it is ſtrong Grace to. 
conquer Siu. I conſider how it was with 
Pall, Tom. 7. he — was a Lau 
in bis Members warring. againſt. the Law 
of bis; Mind; and. tbe. { that be 1001/4 
act. do, that be did: Methii 
1 ſametimes z 1 ** this ſtriying Ind. 
1s. a Sign Lam not dead in Sins 
and Trelpaſies ; 3 for à dead Man ftrives 
not, moves not. I beg of God often wd 
heartily, that I may be Iincere and upright. 
and hope. I have from my Hear man 
Times pray 'd with avid) that God would | 
5, ſearch me and try me in Mercy, and find 
(if Yout if there he any way of Wickedneſs in 
ous me, if there be any Sin that lies hid in my 
Soul; and have been be when Miniſters. I 
u have come to Examination, that ſo | might 
for try myſelf, eſpecially in my e 
art Years, when I heard Mr. N. and ule 
by ſltry myſelf by Characters, that he. kg. 
Icon, and have then found Comfort and , 
t in great Hopes of a Work of Grace wrought 
or. Iin me; and wondered how thoſe that 
am heard that Soul- awakening Minifter could 
1 ET Hear 


1 * — 


14 The Character and Trial 
bear it, if they did not find God had bem 
at Work in their Souls. I do remember, 
when I was young, what Delight 1 took 
in hearing that good Man, and-have been 
as it were in a Corner of Heaven; I have 
often had my Heart quickned, | warmed, 
ard much drawn out to God. Now, tho 
to my Shame, I may write it, I have abated 
much in my Zeal and Love to God and 
his Ways, . ſince T have had more to do 
with the World, and a F amily to provide 
for; yet I defire to remember the Days of 
ald, the Years of the Right-hand of the 
moſt. High, and hope I may take Com- 
fort from the Experience I have had for- 


merly; remembering where Grace is once 


wrought, it ſhall never be extinguiſhed ; 
whom Chrift loves once, he loves to the 
End; and that God never repents that he 
Sives Grace to an. 
I hope, tho' by my Sins T have G 
the Lord much to depart from me for 
many Years, that Ido not meet with ſuch 
Quickening and Comfort in Duties as for- 
merly, yet that I do not content myſelf 
in this Condition, but defire to have my 
Soul follow hard after God, to lament 
after him; and do I hope, prize a Smile 
from him, and the Light of his Counte- 
nance abave the Whole World; and do 
often pray with David, Pial, 4. When 
|  orhers , 


hope it 15 a good Sign, that I have 


of a Real Obriftian. 15 

others ſay, I ho vat ** us any Good? that + 
God awould lift f 'bis Cotrnfe- 
nance upon. 0 5 4 0 Fee with the 


Spouſe, to ſeek him whom (Lope I. * 
ſay at leaſt) my Soul defires'to e 2 


Thoughts of God, and do often lift 8 my 
Heart to him; as When 1 lay down at 
Night, andawakeinthe Morning, Idefire 
my firſt and laſt Thoughts may be with 


God; I hope may fay with David, I defire 


to ſet the Tord altwyf before me, Flal. 26. 8: | 
I hope I am def ous and willin RE: | 


God, and not to pick and chiſe: 150 


I would not allow myſelf in the Onmſſion 


of any Now Chrift faith, Xa 977 
my Diſciples, if ye do whatſoever I comma 
Jou,” Joh. 15: 14. T hope I have ftom my 
Heart prayed many times that God'would- 
make known to me how I ſhould walk to 
pleaſe him. I hope I deſire Ne to 
continue in well doing, and to wait E 
God, tho? I do not meet with him. 
there is a Promiſe of Bleſſedneſs cbagh that. 
wait for him, I. 30. 18. and rhe Promiſe 
is, Rom. 2. 7. To them, who by patient con- 
tinuance in 4b. doing, ſeek for Gloty, and 
Honour, and Immorality, that God wwould' 
give Eternal Life, J hope I defire my Will 
may be according . Will, and ou 
WM: 5 
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2 better than I do. Nov it I am but I, 
really willing, tho” ! have many Failings, 3 
and al infirutely ſhort, yet it is 1 2. Cor. a 
8. 12. Where there is a willing Mind; it is n 
accepted according to what a Man hath, and 6 
not according to what he buth not. Ang our || *, 
Saviour ſpeaks graciouſly to. his Diſciples 0 
hen he found them a Mat. 26, 41. T 0 
Spirit truly.is willing, but the Fleſh. is weak, t 
I hope I deſire to be merciful to them 
who) ary ; in Miſery, hee. ſometimes 


Atho', the be 

dat other n 

e Bleed are b 

by obtain Mere. fi 
to chaps my 


to ha) 

EET A * al 
1 M . 5 E 
1 5 What Eg” me to bea ff 
WW - Chriſtian indeed, and am fully reſolved in I jr 
lt the Strength of Chriſt to let all go for him. || 
It is my e and earneſt Prayer (I hope || 
Fm af + very Heart) that if God call me 5 
to it, I may. be enabled to lay down my x 
Life for his fake. Now Chriſt faith, Ie g 
tbat forſakes Houfes, . or. Bretbren, or Siſ- I h 
ters, or Father, or Mother, or Wife, or fl v 
Children, or Lands for bis Name's ſake, ſoal I h 
receive an hundred fold, and inherit ever- N 


hi | — Dons: | | laſting 


ther 1n this 


a Real Chriſian. 17 
laſting Life, Mat. 19. 29. and be that loſetb ; 
bis 7; ife ſhall find it, Tho pe I defire, if I 
am called to it, + bear the Crok as well as 
fuffer with bim, doe ; foul! alſo reign with bim, 
2 Tim; 2. 12, Theſe r f pleaſed 
God to bring to my Mind as ſome ground 
of Ho Tha that my State is good. F enter'd 
theſe” 'hings here, Aug: 11, 1676. 


No my Intention ig, if f pleaſe God, | 
to make aſt of other He ps, ard ſearch 
my Heart by them, arid ente chem down 


here, that I may have refort to them in a 


time of need; and the Lord help me fur- 
great Work of 8 Self Examina- 
tion, that J may not be deceived for the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt's fake 


Having endeavoured 0 ſearch my 
Heart thoroughly, after earneſt Prayer to 
God, I hope I find the Evidences of Grace 
in me that Mr. Alen hath” laid down, 


which are theſe.” Aru 10 NP 


i * bo! there 15 true 5 — Yes i is 2 
ea ingneſs to e Sin. 
Whos ever there ĩs 0 eck ae be- 
tween Sin and the Soul, it is Grace that 
hath made it. When Sin hath loſt the 
Will, it hath loſt the Man; when Chriſt 
hath gained the Will, he hath gained the 
Mart, Give me thy Heart, is the fame as, 


: bs "7. Be 
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Be willing to be mine. Reaſon faith, 


_ ought to turn; Conſcience faith, I muſt 
turn, and yet nothing may follow: But 


when the Heart faith, I 4will turn to God, 
then the Work is done. Reaſon - ſaith, 
Theſe Idols ought not to ſtand; Conſcience 
ſaith, Theſe Luſts muſt be ſubdued : But 
when the Will faith to them, Get you 
hence, there is a Work of Grace begun. 
This Willingneſs diſcovers itſelf to be 
prevailing, — Firſt, When a Man is truly 


willing. to part with Sin, there will be 


Reſolutions againſt it, he takes part with 


God againſt Sin, and uſes all Means for 


the conquering of jt.— Secondly, This 
Reſolution wll bring.furcth Ref/tance. An 
Heart weary of Sim will fall 40 ſtriving a. 
gainft £:ny Gal. 5. 17. The Fleſh lujteth a- 


 bainſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt tht 


File”; theſe two arecontrary one io the other, 
2. Where ever there is true Grace, 
there is a perferring in the Eſteem and 


Choice; of a ſtrict and ſincere Godly Life, 


above any other Life in the World. Tho 
the fooliſh World, runs eagerly after 
Money and Pleaſure, ſpend their Days, 
waſlte their Lives, - proſtitute their Con- 
iciences, throw away their Souls upon theſe 


Things; yet one moments Communion with 


God, one Pay ſpent in the Fear of the 


| i rd, 1s better than all this j P/al. 4 6. 
hs 8 There 


j 


tl 
n 
F 
f 
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There be many that ſay, Who will ſhew us 


any Good ? But, Lord, "In thou up the Light. 


of thv Countenance on me, faith a graci- 
ous Soul. 
Heart, more than in the time when their 
Cirn and Wine increaſed, Pal. 17. 14, 15. 

The Men of the World have their Portion 
in this Life, their Bellies thou fillet with 
{by bid Treaſure z they are full of Chil» 
dren, and leave the reſt of their Subſtance 
to their Babes: But as for me, I will. be- 
bold thy Face in Righteouſneſs; 1 fpall be 


ſatisfied when I awake in thy Likeneſs, The 
Men of this World as they /zet, ſo they 


have their Portion in this Life. They have 
a gallant time of it here, great Portions, 
eat Prof; — enough tof] pend on them- 

Ives, and leave to their Children after 
them; this they have, and much good 


may it do them; let me but behold the 
Face of God in Righteouſneſs, walk be- 


fore the Lord in my Integrity, keep a good 
Conſcience, live in the Obedience of his 
Will, and in the Light of his Counte- 
nance ; and then let them take the, Corn 
and Wine, and what elſe they can get. 
Let the Lord be mine, and 1 ſhall never 
envy them their Portion ; P/al. 119. 30. 
I bave choſen the way cf Tr uth : V. 111. 
Thy Teſtimonies have 1 laken as my Heri- 
lage for ever, Obſerve, 1. That a Godly 

| C 4 Man's 


Thou haſt put Giadneſs in my 


I! 


| 
1 
1 
1 6 | || 
k 
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Man's ſettled Judgment is, That a Godly 
Life is the beſt and happieſt Life. 2. That 
a Godly Man's Choice is according to his 
Judgment: He eſteems theFearof theLord 
above Gold, and he chooſes it before Gold: 
He is better pleaſed and doth rather take 
up with the meaneſt and moſt afflicted 
Cobdition in a way of Holineſs, than with 
the moſt plentiful and proſperous Eſtate 
in away of Sin: He rs the Poverty 


ob Chriſt before the Riches of the World, 


3. Godly Men and&Worldly Men may be 
known one from the other, by the Choice 
they make for themſelves; he that makes 
a Worldly Choice is a Worldly. Man, 
and he that makes a Godly Choice is a 
Godi/y:Mah.:: <5 od gy 4 He | 
3. Whoſdever hath true Grace, doth 
actually live a Godly Life: The Tree is 
beſt known by its Fruit; the Sincerity of 
our P'urpoſes by our Performances. He 
that deth Righteouſneſs is righteous, 1 Joh. 


3. 7. A Godly Man makes Godlineſs the 
Buſineſs of his Life. Religion is a Chri- 


ſtian's Trade: a Man's Trade is his con- 
ſtant Work, and not the Exerciſe of now 
and then a Day or two, Godlineſs is a 
Chriſtian's daily Walk : Do not inquire 
only about your Affections, what your 
Deſires are, or what your Joys are, what 
your' Comforts are, or what your Peace 
is, but what your Paths are. When 
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dy When all comes to all, this is the ſu- 
hat I reſt Mark, He that hath RI ighteouſneſs. is 
his ¶ righteous, be that doth nor Righteous 
ord i not of God. 
Id: Mr. Sheppard, in his d Convert, 
ake lays down three Marks, wherein a Child 
ted of God goes beyond a Hypocrite; and 1 
ith having 1 my n 3 1 find 
ate eee in me. 
rty No Hy ite, or Uaregenerate 
1d, — tho” he | mag fo far, let him 
be do never fo much, yet be lives in aue Sin 
vice or other, ſecret or open, little or great: 
kes Now I hope im ne Lord, 1d ee in 
an, yl Sin. N 
8 a No pee 8 no- Unregenerate 
| Man, ever came to be poor in —_ and 
2th to be carried off from all Duties unto 
is | Chriſt, in regard of Dependance and Truft. 
of Il it were poſſible for them to forſake and 
He break looſe. for ever from all Sin, yet here 
Oh. they ſticx. They ſeek to ſave themſelves 
che Eby their Duties without Chriſt. Now 1f 
1ri- {my Heart doth not very much e 
on- Ine, I deſire to renounce all n 
ow reſt only on Chriſt. 
s a | 3. It any Unregenerate Man come un 
ice Ito Chriſt, he never takes up his Reſt in 
our [Chriſt only 3 but he! would have Chriſt - 
hat and the World too, is not content with 
ace ¶Nchriſt — But I hope I defire to be 
| C5 content 


TOE 
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cn "with Chriſt 4 ; and to fay, « 
Kue W „None butChri 
r. D. in his Boo 44 the Lord's Sup 
per proye that ane hath a Princip: 
'of 9 50 ile, and 1 is not dead in Treſ 
Pa ins, writes thus: Canſt thay 
groan and cry to the. Lord for an Intereſt 
in Chriſt, and will nothing quiet and ſtil 
thee but Jeſus Chriſt £ Then ſurely thou 
doſt ive; all the C ana cannot quiet 
thee, till thou haſt. Hopes that Chriſt is 
formed. in thee. rey 45 find this Sig 
of - Spicicual Lite in A Again, Doſt 
thou grow ? It may be thou canſt nor ſay 
thou halt more Grace; but this thou find- 
elt, thou haſt more Bees after Grace; 
chat is, more Grace. Art thou not only 
5 thankful for a little Grace, but art reach. 
ing after more? Doſt thou grow more 
Weary of thy Sin, and more earneſt aftet 
Chriſt ? 1 hope in the Lord it is thus 
with me, that I am more weary of Sin, 
and defire more Grace: Now Growth. is 
A Sign of. 118 Again, Put this Queſtion 
to thyſelf, Do 1 hunger and thirſt after 
Chriſt pin is an e of Spiritual 
Life: Dead Men do not hunger and thirlk 
after Chriſt. Now I hope in the Lord! 
do _ r and thirſt after Chriſt, and 
AUR Þ A himſelf will content me. 


Again, 


. . wy malt £56 


and Chriſt, or do I not? Theſe Marks 
nil. he gives of Love to Chriſt. Lord! I hve 
pl thee; for I am grieved at thy Abſence, 
pe and am rejoieed at thy Preſence. Lord ! 
et 7 love thee ; for 1 love thoſe that are like 
thou Thee. O my Lord! I love thee ; for I love 
cl the Place and Duties where thou art wont, 
ſtilg to meet thy People, and warm theirHearts; = 
thou but if thou art not there, I cannot take 
with up contentedly with them. Lord! I 
it ü humbly fay, 7 love thee ; for I dare not 
dien deny but 1 am grieved, when thou' art 
Jo} dimonoured by mylelt or others; tho? I 
ay grieve for this leſs than J ſhould, becauſe 
ind. 1 love the lefs than 1 ought. Lord! I 
rl love thee ; for I defire to have an Heart 
only that ſhould be willing to part with all 
ach- for thee ; things /inful in themſelves at 
ore all Times, and Things lawful when thou 
iter calleſt me to it. Once more I humly 
thus ſay, I love thee; for I would have an 
Sin, Heart to love, and long, and look for 
b ö thy Coming and Appearance in Glory. 
don Mr. Ambroſe, directing to try our Title 
ter to Heaven, adviſeth, Frſi, To write down 
tal the Seri pture-Marks of Grace or Glory, 
wy and mentions theſe ſeveral Scriptures fol- 
1 F lowing. 1 Joh. 2. 3. Hereby we know that 
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' Again, Ask thy Soul, Do I love God 


we know him, if we keep bis Command- 


ments. 2. Cor, 1,12. For our rejoicing is | 
4 


— ns 3 
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this, the - Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that 
in Godly Simplicity and Sincerity we have 
bad our Converſation in the World. 1 Joh. 
3- 9.40, Whoſoever is born of God ſinneth 
not, becauſe his Seed abidetb in him; nei. 
| ther can be ſin, becauſe be is born of God 
In this the Children. of God are manifeſt, 
&c. 1 Joh. 4. 13. Hereby e know 
that we.-dwell in him, and be in us, be- 
cauſe be hath given us of bis Spirit. 1. Joh. 
14. Me know that we bave paſſed from 
B to Life, becauſe we love the Bre- 
thren. James 1. 1 2. There is a Crown of 
Life. the Lord hath pr omiſed. 10 them that 
love, Dim. 1 
x above all, obſerve theſe Texts fol- 
lowing, as containing the ſpecial Goſpel- 
way, of Juſtification and deinen ro 
Joh, 3. 16. God /o loved the World, that Nor 
be gape lis ouly begotten Son; that 
whajaever believeth in him, ſhould not 
periſh, but bade Everlaſting Life. Joh. 
5. 24. He that believeth, Path Everlaſt- 
ing Hiſe, aud ſball not come into Condem- 
ration; but is Paſſed. from Death -unio 
Life. Joh 6. 40. And th is the Will of 
him... that: WH me, 19at every one that ſe- Jan 
eib the Son, and believeth in him, may have Nor 
Everlaſting Life. Joh. 20. 31. "7 heſe 
things are ritten, that ye might believe 
that Feſus is the Chriſt the Son of God, and 
OT that 
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hat believing ye might have Life through 
his Name. Acts 16. 31. Believe on the 
ord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Rom. 10 9, 10. If thou ſhalt confeſs with 
iy Mauth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt be- 
ieve in thy Heart, that God hath raiſed 
bi from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Heb. 10. 39. We are not of them who draw 
hack unto Perdition : but of them that be- 
reve, to the ſaving of the Soul. 1 Joh. 5. 
13. Theſe things have I written unto you, 
hat believe in ihe Name of the Son of God, 
that ye may know that ye have Eternal 
ife. From the frſ# Text we gather the 
Scripture-mark of aniver/al Obedience ; 
from the ſecond, Sincerity ;' from the 
third, Oppoſition againſt, and - Abſtinence 


on. Jem Sin; from the fourth, Spiritual Per- 
bat formance of holy Duties; from the tb, 
bat fs Love of Cbriſt; from all the reſt, Faith 
not lin Chriſt ; the Root, and Spring of all o- 
oh. Ither Graces, and neceſſary to Pardon and 
D ooo 


Proceed we now to put the Queſtion 
to ourſelves, but be ſure to ſtate it a- 
right : Let it not be, Whether there be 
any Good in us at all? For ſo we ſhall err 
on the one hand; nor yet, Whether we 
have ſuch and ſuch a degree and meaſure 
o Grace? For ſo we ſhall err on the . | 
hand.: 
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forementioned Scriptutes, ſuch and ik) 
a ſaving Grace be in us or not? Nox! 
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hand: But, Whether, according to th 


having begged of God his Help to try thi 
State of my Soul by what follows, thi 
L 7th. of Auguſt 1676. and I do hope I find 
the true Marks of ſaving Grace in ny 
Soul, and I deſire here to enter them dom 
that I may have recourſe to it in Time of 
need, and the Lord grant I be fincere. 
1. O my Soul! Haſt thouReſpect to, and 
doſt thou obſerve allGodsCommandmenty 
doſt thou keep the Law in Truth an 
Sincerity, tho* not in gradual Perfection 
doft thou know God in Part, and lov 
God truly by a ſincere Obedience? doll 
thou keep the Commandments in an E 
vangelical Senſe? and wherein thou fail y 
eſt, doſt thou acknowledge thy Failing 
and rely upon Chtift for Pardon? Is th © 
univerſal] Obedience initeffial and ſpirit (1 
al, as well as external? Is thy Delight ii 
the Law of God after the Inwatd Man ® 
Is thy Obedience to the Duties of bot 
Tables? Doſt thou make Confcience fff © 
particular Duties in every Relation? 
2. O my Soul ! Haſt thou Sincerity and 
Uprightneſs of Heart? Is there a Powe! 
ful Change of the whole Man by the Grat 


of God ? Doſt thou do what is good upon ® 


this account, becauſe God commands it! 
| 


) the 


ſuch 


not becauſe it will agree with thy Ends 
and Advantage, but becauſe God hath 


required it? art thou diligent and conſci- 


entious in ſecret Duties to perform them? 
and in Spiritual or Heart Sins, and ſecret 
Luſts, to avoid them? Doſt thou ſerve 


Cod in Siprit? Doſt thou eye God, whe- 
cher in private or public? Doſt thou ſet 
thyſelf zealouſly againſt thoſe Sins h 


art moſt inclined unto ? Doſt thou hate 


Sin moſt in thyſelt, and in thoſe that are 


neareſt unto thee? Haſt thou reſpect to 
all God's Commandments ? But yet to the 


Duties of the firſt Table before the ſecond, 


to the Command of greater Duties be- 
fore thoſe of leſſer Duties? Or if in all 
theſe Particulars thou findeſt not ſuch an 
Uprightneſs as hath noDeceit or Falſhood, 
or carnal Reſpects, at all joined with it, 
(for as all otker Graces irs 5 in part, ſo 
are we ſincere and uprigbt but in Part) 
art thou humbled under thy Hypocriſy 
and ſpiritual Guile ? And doſt thou truſt 
only to Chriſt? And thou cry, as Da- 
vid did, for Truth in the inward Parts? 
Doſt thou obſerve the Frame of thy Heart in 
thoſe Things which none but God knows ? 

3. O my Soul! Doſt thou oppoſe 
and abſtain from Sin ? And is this Op- 
poſition and Abſtinence ſettled and fix- 
ed in thy Heart, not only for ſome " 
| an 
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and Seaſons, but is it the habitual Incli- 
nation of thy Soul? Is there in thee 2 
Difficulty, yea a kind of Impoſſibility to 
ſin with Wilfulneſs, and purpoſed Conting- 
ance, or with ſuch an univerſal Conſent 
of Soul as wicked Men do? And doth 
this Impoſſibility to Sin ariſe from a kind- 
ly Work of Grace within, and not from 
any terrible Reſtraint upon thy Conſci. 


ence without? Doſt thou in good Meaſure It 


and by Degrees not only leave outward 
groſs Sine, but even conquer and crucifie 
the inward Body of Sin? doſt thou op- 
poſe and leave Sin, becauſe of the Evil 
Nature of Sin, becauſe it is contrary to 
God? Is the Bent and Incſination of thy 
Heart againſt Sin univerſally ? Doſt thou, 
with Paul, bewail the evil Motions of thy 


Heart? Doſt thou, with Hezetiab, humble 


thyſelf for the Pride of thy Heart? Is 
Prige, Unbelief, Earthlineſs, and the ſe- 
veral Luſts of thy Soul diſcovered and 
crucified ? Dolt thou. abhor ſecret Sins as 
well as publick ? And fear God's Know- 
ledge of thy Sins more than all the 


Worlds? Doſt thou abhor and lament Il 


Defects in holy Ordinances, as well as 
groſs Sins, neglects of holy Duties, Luke- 
warmneſs and Diſtractions therein? Doſt 


thou not only oppoſe Sin in thyſelf, but 


{et againſt it in others? Doſt thou chooſe 
| rathes 
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cl. rather to ſuffer Affliction with the Peo- 
e al ple of God, than to fin againſt God? Art 
to 35 ſuch an one, that thou canſt. not ſin 
11. Jas others, thou dareſt not ſin, thou haſt 
ſent an Averſeneſs to ſin? Doſt thou not live 
oth lin a courſe of known Sins, thou ſinneſt 
nd- Inot out of Mazice, nor makeſt a Trade 
om lot Sin? 


ſci- 4. 0 my Sou: ! Doſt thou pee Du- 
ure ties ſpiritually ? Are thy Motives and 
ard Ends ſpiritual in thy fpiritual Actions, 
ihe Iſuch as the Command of God, injoying 
op- nis Countenance, increaſe of Grace i ? Sc. 
vil ls there Zeal, Fervency, Activity in thy 
to Performance of Duties? Is there in thee 
thy a free Inclination to the Duties that God 
oY, requireth? Are there in thee ſtrong Op- 
thy poſitions and Combats againſt the Fleſh, 
ble nd unregenerate Part? | 


5. O my Soul ! Doſt thou love the Bre- 
hren? Doſt thou love them becauſe of 
ind Ihe Image of God in them? Doſt thou 
ore them becauſe they are god y? Doft 
hou love all the Godly, Rich and oor, 
High and Low, but them moſt of all that 
xcel moſt in Purity and Godlineſs? Art 
hou ready and willing to own them as 
brethren, and to join with them in Timeof 
erſecutzon ? Haſt thou an holy Zeal a- 
gainſt Sinners! an Impatiency and my 
Gric 
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_ Grief at the Wickedneſs of othes? Doſſlent 
thou procure all ſpiritual Good to th&onl, 
Brethren as thou art able? Doſt thaier | 
pray for them, exhort them, provoke thenſith 
to Good ? Doſt thou bear their Bu- den hon 
and forbear their Infirmities? And if ſome Thon 
times thou findeſt ſome Envyings, fon 
Impatiencies towards ſome of the Bre 
thren, (for in the beſt is Imperfection o 
Grace) yet is thy Soul troubled at this oy: 
Doſt thou pray down theſe Sins in th 
Heart ? and art thou at no reſt till it b 
ciherwiſe with tace? Art thou not aſham' 
to be call'd one of the Believers, one 
the holy Brethren in Time of Perſecution 
6. O my Soul] Doſt thou love Chriſt poſt 
Doſt thou evidence this Love by keepmghq | 
his Commandments, and by accepting q 
his Rebukes? Is thy Love to Chrilt 
ſtrong and laſting, ever-living and eontiniieay 
ing Love? Doſt thou love him in Sincen 
ty? Cannot many Waters of Afffictio 
quench this thy Love, nor the Floods of Pe 
ſecution drown it? Is thy Love a tranſcenſk 
dent Love ſurpaſſing all other Love 
Doth the Love of Father, Mother, Wit; 
Son, Daughter, Brother, Siſter, ye 
and of thy own Lite allo, give pla t 
this Love? Deth Chriſt fit in the Thron 
of thy Heart, and do all theſe fit below a 
the Foot- ſtool? Doſt thou bear ſuch fa 
ve 
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DolFent warm Affections to Chriſt, that thou 
1Fouldit be content to part with all, ra- 
tier than part with him? Canſt thou ſay 
acFith David, The Lord is my Portion, and 
hom have I in Heaven but thee? and 
Menon on Earth that I deſire in Compariſon 
bee? The World, it may be, will be 
metimes creeping into thy Affections, 
ou can'ſt not be quite free from the 
ov2 of the World; yet doſt thou, in thy 
rdinary, ſettled, prevailing Judgment, 
Ind Aﬀections, prefer Chriſt before all 
hings in the · World? Doſt thou make 
hriſt the End of thy Deſires, the very 
jon feaſon why thou heareſt and prayelt ? 
Joſt thou firſt ſeek the Kingdom of Chriſt 
nd his Righteouſneſs? If thou doſt not 
13 ek it ſo zealouſly as thou fhould'ſt, yet 
lit Yath it the Chief of thy Deſires and En- 
Favours? And is nothing elſe deſired and 
referred before it? Is thy Valuation of 
ſo high, that thou would'ſt not exchange 
y Title to it, and Hopes of God's Ac- 
ptance for any Worldly Good whatſo- 
rer? Nay, art thou willing to labour and 
Wülgfer for it; and tho' the Fleſh may ſome- 
Vehzmes ſhrink or draw back, vet art thou 
* F\olved and content to go through all? 
ron 7. O my Soul.“ Dolt thou believe in the 
Jord Jeſus Chriſt? Doſt thou find that 
ou art naturally a loſt condemned Crea- 
tu e; 


— 
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told us off or on in what Caſe we are; ye 
wreſtle with thy Heart till thou haſt pr 


ture; and doſt thou believe that Jei led, 
Chriſt is the Mediator, who hath mae h 
a ſufficient Satisfaction to the Law ; auth h 
conſidering that in the Goſpel he is offchiler 
ed without Exception to All, doſt thi Wt 
heartily conſent that he, and he alone ſhi r.Ot 
be thy Saviour? Art thou content to tak ply. 
him for thy King, to govern and gut tle 


thee by his Laws and Spirit? Art thoſe 


willing to obey him, even when he cone © 
mands the hardeſt Duties, and choſe whidſ® h 
molt croſs the Deſires of the Fleſh ? Ilse! 
thy Sorrow when thou breakeſt thy Rt 1 
een herein, and thy Joy when th © 
keepeſt cloſe in Obedience to him? A, 
tho the World and Fleſh do fometind}",. 
intice and over-reach thee, yet is it th 0 
ordinary Deſire and Reſolution to obe e E 
ſo that thou wouldſt not change thy Lor 24 
and Maſter for all the World? F< 

By theſe things he adviſeth to try, an 
bring our Hearts to anſwer; ſuffer thenſÞ* f 
not to be ſilent, nor to think of othqꝗme 
Matters: Ifany Queſtion be hard, througſiu 
the Darkneſs of our Hearts, yet do n 
give it over, but ſearch the cloſer, anf 
ſtudy the Caſe the more exactly; and, . 
it be poſſible, let not our Hearts give over 
till we have reſolved the Queſtion, an 


flu 


vailetll. 
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led, and ſay, I will not let thee go till 
ou haſt anſwered. He that can prevail 
Ain his own Heart, ſhall alſo be a Pre- 
ler with God, 

When we have diſcovered the Truth of 
State, then paſs the Sentence accord- 
tallely. A meer Examination will do us 
tle good, if we proceed not to a Judg- 
cbdent. Conclude as we find, either we 
> true Believers, or we are not; either 
de have a Title to Heaven, or that we 
ve not; but paſs not this Sentence with 
-F Jactery, nar .from Mcknehely Ter- 
rs and Fears. 

if.” Not with ſelf-fattery. Alas | what 
timlill it profit us to think ourſelves the 
t iM ildren of God, when we vifibly diſcover 
Fc Power of Sin and Satan in our Lives? 
addy, On the other ſide paſs not this 
tence from Melancholy Unbelief, Ter- 
anlhs, and Fears. As the carnal Man fails 
e former way, ſo the tempted Chriſtian 
metimes fails this way. In this Cale 
ougſſÞ® we over our Evidences again and a- 
o nin, and proceed we from thoſe that are 
anſfere difficult to thoſe that are more ea- 
One Sign perhaps may be more eaſily 
ove ceived. than another; and if we can 
ant ut diſcover ſome, yea, if but one, we may 
yea ſuredly gather all the reſt are there. 
Come then, paſs on now to Sentencè: O, 
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but implore the Spirit's Aſſiſtance ; now, ſenten 
ever, let us deſire him to ſhine on offi 
Graces, and then ſpeak groundedly aff 
deilberately, and truly, as we find, accord 
ing to our very Conſciences! Do not con 
clude, as ſome do, I am a good Chriſtian 
or as others do, I am a Reprobate, or q pe 
Hypocrite, and ſhall be damned. Wheſpr th 
we have uo ground for what we ſay, b 
our own Fancy, or Hopes, or Fears: | 
not our Judgment be any way biaſs'd gfartic 
brib'd from ſentencing aright. 1 
Then he further adviſeth, That wi 
ſhould labour to get our Hearts kind) 
affected with its diſcovered Condition can, 
according to the Sentence paſs'd on it. Dd : 
not think enough to know, but labougannc 
to feel what God hath made us to ſee, pe 
we find ourſelves renewed and ſanctißeqt ma 
indeed. O let us get this warm and cloſſery 
to our Hearts! bethink ourſeives what Þ be 
bleſſed Eſtate hath the Lord brought ut 
into, to be his Children, his Friends; ten 
be pardoned, juſtified, and entitled Mor 
Life! Why? what is it we now need teme 
fear, but ſinning againſt him! Come Wario 
or Plague, or Sickneſs, or Death, we ami 
ſure they can but thruſt us into Heaven: 
Thus let us follow theſe Meditations tilfftec 
they have left their Impreſſions on offen 
Hearts. Then he adviſeth to record thiYnt 
Sentence 
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ntence fo paſſed to write it down, 


hich now I deſire to do this 18/h, of 
Ha 1676. | 


Having ſearched and tried my Heart 
eſterday, and at this time. alſo, after I 
Ape earneſt and hearty Prayer to God, 

Ir the help of his Spirit to try my State 
d Condition, I did fall again to the 
Work of Self- trial by the forementioned 
Farticulars; and tho' I cannot fully de- 
are a poſitive Anſwer to every Queſtion, 
„if my Heart doth not very much de- 
Re me, I can to maſt of them; I hope 
can, I beg of God I may not be decci- 
Jed: It is ſome Comfort to me, where I 
annot ſoy fully anſwer ſome of them; 1 
Rope Lean truly ſay, I moſt heartily deſire 
ii may be ſo with me. And tho' Grace be 
1 weak in me, (which J hope I deſire 
obe humbled and mourn for) yet I dare 
Wot deny God's Work in me; I muſt not 
eny the Day of {mall Things, bur to the 
ory. of God muſt own, {ſurely there is 
omething of Good wrought in me by his 
oly Spirit. And my Comfort is, Chrijt 
Will not quench the ſinoating Flax, nor break 
be brui⁊ed Reed, Matt. 12. 20. I am not now 
lected with the Diſcovery of my Condi- 
lon as I ſhould, and do not find at pie- 
ant inward Comfort in my Soul; 1 am 
and 


and have been much under the With 


come, as Mr, Ambroſe adviſeth : His Words 


gainſt the next Temptation to doubting 


Doubts to come from the Enemy of my 
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drawings of God for a time, by reaſo 
of my Apoſtacy and Backſlidings fro 
him, and not walking cloſely with hin 
yet I deſire, I hope, to lament after the Lor 
and not content myſelf, till I-again me 
with him. The Lord give me Grace  « 
Wait on him in a way of Duty, and to af 
Grace, tho I want Comfort. O it Ia 
but ſincere, and wait ſtill upon God, wh 
can tell but he may return with Comfor 
to my poor Soul! The Lord help met 
maintain Faith and Hope through Chriſt 
Tho" 1 fit in Darkneſs and ſee no Light, ye 
to bruſt in the Lord and ſtay my ſelf on n 
God, Ifa. 50. 10. The Lord help me noy 
to walk anſwerable to the great Thing 
he hath done for my. poor Soul. I defire 
and hope I may have recourſe to this here 
after, as I ſhall have need: And that i 
may be of Comfort to me for the time to 


are; This Record will be very uſeful to 
us hereafter : If we find we have a Work 
of Grace in us, what a help will it be 2 


and fear, to go and read under our Hands 
this Record? May we not think, if aſl © 
ſuch a-time I found the truth of Grace, 5 
it not likely to be now the ſame, and theſe 


Peace! 


peace? Yet truſt not ſo to one Diſcovery 
1s to try no more: Eſpecially if we have 
made any foul Defections from Chriſt, and 
play'd the Backfliders, ſee then that we re- 
new / the Search again: Neither let this hin- 


ce Hof our Increaſe in Grace, and Fellowſhip 
with Chriſt. It is an ill Sign; and a deſpe- 
rate vile Sin, for a Man, when he thinks 
he hath found himſelf gracious, and in 
Ja happy State, to let down his Watch, and 
ge grow negligent of his Heart and Ways, 
and ſcarce Þok after them any more. 
Neither fyould we give over in Diſcou- 
» ml agement, if we cannot at once or twice, 
Yor ten times trying, diſcover our Caſe, 


elch it; if one Hour or Day will not do, take 
ere Mother; if one Miniſter cannot direct 
2r us ſufficiently, go to another; the Iſſue 
je to will anſwer all our Pains, There is no 
ſitting down diſcouraged in a Work that 
muſt be done. If we have been Hypocrites, 
or ungodly Perſons all our Lives, yet is 
the Promiſe offered to us by Chriſt, and 
he tenders himſelf to us, to be our Lord 
and Sayiour; neither can we poſſibly be fo 


Nothing but our own Unwillingneſs can 
keep our Souls from Chriſt, tho* we have 
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der us in the daily Search of our Ways, or 


but follow it on till we have diſcovered 


willing to accept him, as he is to accept us. 


itherto abuſed him, and diſſembled “ 7, Þ 
Fa * 4 
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Judden, and find me unready, and there 
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him. O that the Lord would perfwade 
us to the cloſe Performance of this ſc. 
trying Task, that we might not tremble 
with Horror of Soul when the Judge of 
all the World ſhall try us ; but have our 
Evidencies ſo ready at hand, and be ſo 
able to prove our Title to Heaven, that 
the Thoughts and Approach of Death 
and. Judgment might revive our Spirits, 
and fill us with Joy, and not terriſy us, 
and fill us with Amazemert, . 


September the 19th. 1676. Finding my 
Heart very hard and dead of lat, and be- 
ing ſtill under the Withdrawings of God, 
but J bleſs God, L hope ſenſible of it, and 
deſirous to wait upon him for Diſcoveries 
Of his Love and Favour, and to lament af- 
ter him, and ſeek him in his Ordinances: 
(for I hope 1 cannot take up with Dut 
without ſomething of God in it, at lealt 
{ome Quicknings and Drawings out of my 


Heart after him in earneſt Deſires, and 


Longings, and Pantings after him) yet! 
am apt to be caſt down, my Conſcience 
is apt to accuſe me, that I do not ny 
Duty, and am fearful leſt Death come of: 


won am greatly troubled; and not Know: 
what to do, methinks I would not be 
ing in my Duty, and often pray — 
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God would ſhew me my Duty; and help 
me to do it; yet when I think to go a- 
bout any thing, there comes ſuch a mul- 
titude of things into my Mind, to do this, 
and to do the other, (and all cannot be 
done together) that I am fometimes al- 
molt diſcouraged, and tempted to let all 
alone. The Lord in infinite Mercy look 
upon me for Chriſt's ſake, and help me 
againſt this Temptation of Satan, and my 
own wicked Heart, and enable me to re- 
member the Lord is gracious and merci- 
ful and accepts of the willing Mind, 
where there is Truth and Sincerity. The 
Lord help me alſo to remember, and be- 
lieve, tho? I muſt be doing, yet I am not 
juſtified for it, if I could do never ſo much. 
The Lord heip me to renounce all, and 
truſt wholly to Jeſus Chriſt tor Accep- 
tance, for Juſtification, and Salvation. 
Now this Morning being in my Shop, and {| 
having nothing to do, (Trading being ve- |} 
ry dead) I thought with myſelf what to 
ſet about; and tho” I have examined my- 
{elf before, yet knowing I cannot be too 
much in this Work, I reſolved to go to it 
again; and altho* I cannot ſo folemnly 
ſearch my Heart, as if 1 were in ſecret, 
yet I hope I find ſomething of Mr. Nal- 
ton's Characters, which I ſhall here note. 

Queſtion. How may we know Chriſt is 
ours, and we are his? D 2 Auf. 
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Anſ. r. Do you highly prize Jeſus Chriſt? 
2. Are you made new Creatures? 


2. Do you find the Power of Corrup- 
tion in ſome meaſure abated in you? 


3. Are you deſirous to have Chriſt rule 
Over you as well as ſave you? 

5. Doſt thou lament after the Lord, 
and mourn over a crucified Saviour? 

6. Do you feel Sin a Burden, and 
would you willingly be rid of it? 


Queſt. How may I know I love Chriſt? 
Anſ. 1. If you love Jeſus Chriſt, you 


will be content with nothing but his Love 
again : All the World will not content 
you without the Love of Chriſt, 


2. If you love Jeſus Chriſt, you will 
delight to think and ſpeak of Chriſt. 

2. If you love Chriſt, you will be af- 
fraid to offend him. 

4. You will love the Saints and Fol- 
fowers of Chriſt. 

5, You will delight to be where Chriſt 
is, in his Ordinances ; and rejoice in his 
Preſence when you meet with him. 

6. Love to Chriſt will make you ſeek 
the Honour of Chriſt. 
. Your Lives will run out in lively 
actings and exerciſe of Grace upon Chriſt. 
8. If you love Chriſt, you will not 


think any thing to much to do for Chriſt» 
or 
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or to part with him. / you love me» 
keep my Commandments, ſaith Chriſt ; ſo 
that if I keep Chriſt's Commandments, 
it is a Sign that I love him. 


Now follow home Characters that Mr, 
Nalton laid down of true Faith in F:/us 
Chriſt ; but before theſe he gives ſome 
Rules to help us in trying ourſelves, 1. If 
you would judge aright of your Faith, be 
ſure you do not truſt to your own Hearts, 


2. Examine your Hearts when you are in 


a calm, quiet, compoled Frame. 3, Take 
heed you do not err in the nature of Faith, 
to think there is zo true Faith where there 
is no Aſſurance. 4. Judge not of your Faith 


by ſome legal Troubles that have been in 
your Spirits as a fore runner of Faith; but 
judge by the Conſequents of the Troubles, 


whether they bring Chriſt and your Souls 
nearer together. 5. Though you muſt 
judge your Faith by be Fruits of it, yet 
they are in ſome of a higher degree, ſome 
of a lower degree, Joy in Tribulation is 
a high Fruit of Faith that every Man can- 
not attain unto. Let not a Man fay, I 
have no Faith, becauſe I cannot ſing in a 
Priſon; but if there be but any Fruit of 


Faith, that diſcovers to thee thou art 4a 
Believer, tho* not a ſtrong Believer, thou 


haſt cauſe to rejoice. 
D3 Now 
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Now I hope my Deſire is to try my- 
ſelf by theſe Marks of true Faith follow- 
ing. The Lord grant I may find them in 
my Soul for Chriſt's fake. yp 
1ſt. True Faith may be known by the 
efficient or principal Cauſe of it, which 
15 no other but the holy Spirit of God. 
All the Angels in Heaven, and Saints on 
_ Earth, cannot perſwade my Heart to be- 
lieve, till the Spirit of God draw my Soul 
to Jeſus Chriſt, Now hath the Spirit of 
God drawn thee to Chriſt? Have you 
tound the mighty Power of the Spirit of 
God overcoming the Pride and Stubborn. 
neſs of your Will, to make you willing to 
accept of Chriſt on his own Terms? Then 
you have a true Faith. 
2d]y, True Faith may be known by the 
manner of Production, the Spirit of God 
hath a previous, or foregoing Work upon 
the Soul. 1. The Spirit of God convinces 
the Sinner; this goes before believing, the 
Spirit of God lets a Sinner ſee the inſide 
of himſelf. Thou art a Sinner, faith the 
Spirit of God; ſo that the poor Sinner 
ſees himſelf in a loſt and undone Condi- 
tion in himſelf by reaſon of Sin. 2. At 
ter convincing, the Spirit of God bumble: 
the Sinner; he is humbled to the Duſt. 
This Sorrow and Humilition 7s in ſome 
more, in ſome lefs ; but in all there is : 
| muc 
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much Senſe of Sin and Miſery, as to drive 
the Sinner out of himſelf, and to let him 
ſee he muſt periſh for ever without Chriſt. 
There is alſo an incouraging Work of 
the Spirit of God ; having convinced and 
humbled the Sinher, he revives him by 
ſome Heart-chearing Conſiderations ; as, 
(1.) That there is a Chriſt, an All-ſuffi- 
cient Saviour, by whom he may be deli- 
vered from Wrath to come. (2.) The 
Spigit of God makes a particular Proffer 
of Chriſt, and Pardon, and Grace to him, 
and tells him the Promiſes of the Goſpel. 
are made to him, as well as others; and 
that God invites him, poor Sinner, and that 
there is Mercy for him if he accept it. 
(3.) The Spirit of God doth ſometimes 
ſecretly whiſper to the Soul of a Sinner, 
by a Voice within him, inviting him and 
drawing him to come to Chriſt : Come to. 
me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you Reſt : Ho, every one that 
thirſteth, come to the Waters. Art thou a 
thirſty Soul ? Thou art he that is invited, 
ſaith the Spirit of God; therefore ſtand 
out no longer. (4.) The Spirit of God 
doth: work Faith by bowing the Will, ma- 
king 1t pliable, to come and taſte how 


good Chriſt is. Well faith the Soul, I am 


reſolved to come to Chriſt, tho” I know not 
how [ ſhall ſpeed. I will cal my Soul into 
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the Arms of Chriſt; and if I ſink, I wil 
ſink with a Saviour in my Arms ; I will 
live or die with him. Now deal truly 
with your Souls, hath the Spirit of God 
wrought Faith in you in this manner? 
3diy, You may know the Truth of Faith 
by its vital Act, which is an hearty Con- 
Jent to receive Chriſt : It is a Conjugal 
Conſent that makes your Faith a true 
Faith. I. That is, when the Sinner hath 


regard to his Perſon as well as his Porti- 


on. 2, When ve receive him to be our 
Lord and Husband ; to be ruled by him 
as well as to be redeemed by him. 3. It 
excludes all other Partners, I will have 
Chriſt and none but Chriſt ; if I have him, 
J have enough. 4. It includes all Con- 
ditions. I am content to be his in Want 
as well as in Wealth, in Adverſity as well 
as Proſperity, in Temptation as well as 
Conſolation ; I am content to follow him 
through Dirt, and Mire, and Blood. 
5. Such a Man yields to Chriſt out of 
Choice; a Man willingly yields to Chriſt, 
he can fay, I am thine wholly ; I have 
made Choice of thee to be my Portion, My 
Redeemer. 
.  4thly, True Faith may be known by ibe 
Fruits of it: Some Fruits in reference to 
Chriſt, ſome in reference to ourſelves. 
The Fruits in reference to Chriſt are 2 
| 1. in 
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1. True Faith will make you highly to 
prize Jeſus Chriſt, You will ſet ſuch a 
Price upon Chriſt, that all the Beauty, and 
Bravery, and Pomp, and Glory of the 
World, all the Pleaſures and Treaſures 
in the World will be but a heap of Dung 
in compariſon of him. The Perſon of 
Chriſt is exceeding precious, Cant. 5. 10. 


My Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt 


of ten thouſand ;, his Mouth is Sweetneſſes, 


be is altogether lovely: His Blood is very 


precious, his Offices very. precious, his 
Graces very precious, an Intereſt in him 1s 
very precious : The Purchaſe of his Blood 
very precious; the Inheritance incorrupti- 
ble, undefiled, that fadeth not away, is 
very precious; all the Kingdoms of the 
World arenot worthy to be compared to it. 

2. True Faith will work earneſt, fer- 
vent, regular Deſires after Chriſt, and 
Communion with him. Thus is certain, 
where Faith is once wrought, the Soul is 
reſtleſs, till it reſts in a Saviour. Theſe 
Deſires after Chriſt may be known by four 
Properties. (f.) By the Ardency of them; 
they are not weak and ſlight Deſires, but 
commanding Deſires, like the Deſires of 
Hunger and Thirſt, that mult be fatisfied: 
Tell the Soul who deſires Chriſt, that he 
ſhall have the World and Riches enough: 


No, faith he, that will not content me; 
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give me Chriſt, or elfe I die. Tell him owe 
outward Comforts and Accommodations I 
Theſe are not Cbriſt, faith he. (2.) Bye 
the Activity of them: Thefe Deſires will . 
not be ſluggiſm, lazy Deſires, to look thai”; 
Chriſt ſhould drop into their Mouths! d 
without looking after him. But if youſ® 
deſire Chriſt indeed, you will earneſtly 
| ſeek him, as a Man that is hungry in-“, 

deed, will be ready to break through any]. 
Difficulties for Food. (3.) By the Pre; 
valency of them. They will be prevalent 1 
and powerful Deſires; they will make] 
thee content to part with ſomething for Ca 
Chriſt. When Chriſt faith, I would haveſ-* 
thee leave ſuch a Luſt: With all my _ 
Heart, faith the Soul. When Chri/t faith, 
Follow me in any hard Duty, as the Du- 
ty of Self-denial: With all my Heart, 
faith the Soul. Moſes was content to 
part with all his Preferment for Chriſt ; 
he counted the Reproach of Chriſt greater 


Riches than the Treaſures of Feyp!.f', 
(4.) By the Conſtancy of them. If your " 


Deſires are right, you will {till be defire- 
ing more of Chriſt ; you will never be 
ſo ſatisfied ; as to ſay you have enough of 
him, but be hungring and thirſting till: 
 P/Al. 119. 2 My Soul breaketh for 1 
longing it hath to thy Judeiments at di- 
* A Man that hath taſted of the i 


Syreet- 
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Sweetneſs of Chriſt; O that I might tafte 
more, ſaith he! There is a thouſand times 
more Sweetneſs in Chriſt than ever yet 
you taſted. He that ſaith he knows Chriſt 
ſo much, that he deſires to know no more, 
dare ſay he never taſted the Sweetneſs 
of Chriſt at all: For the more you have 
experienc'd, the more you will hunger at- 
ter him, and deſire him. 

3. Another Fruit of Faith in reference 
de to Chriſt is this, IEwill work an earneſt, 
fervent Love to Chriſt ; ſo that a Believer 
will love Feſus Chriſt above all things, 
and ſay, Thy Loves are better than Wine, 
Can. I. 2. It is faid the Loadſtone will 
not draw Iron in the Preſence of the Dia- 
mond, ſo no outward Loadſtone of Plea- 
Duel ſure and Contentment can draw the Soul 
in the Preſence of the Lord eus Cbriſt. 
When a Worldly Man doth boaſt, Theſe 
iſt are my Lands, and Houſes, and Enjoy- 

ments: A Believer faith, All my Pleaſures, 
and Riches, and Jewels, are in Jeſus Chriſt. 
As Mephiboſheth ſaid, 2 Kings 19. 30. Let 
bim 1015 all, for as much as 1 have ſeen ibe 
bel ace of my Lord the Ring: So faith a true 
u off Believer, Let worldly Men take all, fo 1 
%: J may ſee the Face of my Lord the King bf-- 
Saints. When a Believer can draw out 
the Quinteſſence of all Creature Com- 
chef} forts, and ay the Sweetneſs of all is in 
_ Chriſt 3 
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Chriſt ; O how ſweet is he then to that Soul 
Again: This true Faith will make 
Man love Chriſt under all Difficultie 
and Temptations, and Diſcouragement 
he can meet with in Heaven's way. Whaj - 
tho* I ſuffer Reproach for Chriſt, faith off 
the Believer, yet I can love him ſtill ; nayſ Ch 
tho? I ſuffer the Loſs of all my Eſtate fog] out 
Chriſt, yet I can love him ſtill ; nay thoſ enc 
[ ſuffer the Loſs of my Life for ChriſtY Sa\ 
yet I will love him ſtill. As 21. 13.4 J 
am ready not only to be bound, but to diff nee 
for the Name of Chriſt. This I confeſs mo 
is a high Act of Faith, but no higher thay ly 
many Martyrs have attained to: The 
felt ſuch a ſtrong and unquenchable Lovg ly 
in Jeſus Chriſt to their Souls; thereforg ſul 
their Love was 10 drawn qut to Chriff for 
again, which made them ready to ſuffer Fe 
and lay down their Lives for him. W. 
Again: True Faith will make a May th 
love Chriſt without outward Encourageſ of 
ments. A Believer can ſay, What tho' I in 
want theſe outward Accommodationy in 
others have, tho' I be as poor as Fob off jo. 
the Dunghil, yet @ naked Chri/t is to mi th 
more welcome than a beautiſul World| %,. 
that is deck'd with all the Plenty and] z} 
Proſperity that can be imagined. As th] of 
ſtrongeſt Believer, he that bath Aſſuraneſ / 
of Chriſt's Love, may love Chriſt mom 4/ 
{trongly 
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I ſtrongly; yet it is as true, he that is the 
I weakeſt believer, tho' he knows not whe- 
ther he be beloved of Chriſt, he loves 
Chriſt as truly as the other. 
4. Another Fruit of Faith, is a Fear of 
offending him. True Faith would zot have 
Chriſt diſpleaſed ; it is true, Faith caſts 
out a {laviſh Fear; but a Fear of Rever- 
ence and Watchfulneſs is the Fruit of True 
Saving Faith. 
5. True Faith will work Holineſs and 
ze Obedience, Hence Faith is called a 
moſt Holy Faith, becauſe it makes us ho- 
ly ; we are ſanctified by Faith. 
6. True Faith works Patience; not on- 
q ly Patience in waiting, but Patience in 
ſuffering: There is a Patience in waiting 
for the Accompliſhment of the Promiſes. 
Faith ſaith to a Believer, The Things thou 
waiteſt for are worth thy waiting for; 
the Comforts thou deſireſt, the Crown 
of Glory thou expecteſt, is worth wait- 
ing for. Again, Faith works Patience 
in Suffering, Heb. 10. 34. They took 
Joyſully the jpoiling of their Goods, knowing 
ey bad in Heaven a more enduring Sub- 
ſtance. Heb. 11. 36. 37. They endured 
the Trial of cruel Mockings, of Scourgings, 
of Bonds, and Impriſonments : They were 
 /toned, ſawn aſunder, tempted, ſlain with 
the Sword; they wandered about in Sheep- 


Skins, 
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Skins, and Goat-skins, being deſtitute, for- 
faken, tormented ; and yet their Faith in 
Feſus Chriſt carried them through all 
theſe Sufferings. Faith tells the Soul, 
The Sufferings of this preſent Life, are 
not worthy to be compared with the Gliry 
that ſhall be revealed. F 
7. True Faith will work an undaunted 
Profeſſion of Chriſt's Name. He will pro- 
feſs Chriſt openly, when called to it. The 
Diſciples profeſſed Chriſt when it was 
Death to do ſo. I am not aſham'd of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle: l 


eſteem the Reproach of Chri/t better than 


the Glory of the World; and the Croſs 
of Chriſt better than the Crowns of the 
World: I eſteem his Crown of Thorns 
better than all others in this World. J 
bear about me the Marks of the Lord Feſus, 
Gal. 6. 17. he calls his Sorrows and Suffer. 
ings the Marks of Chriſt , 1 eſteem them 
my greateſt Honour: God forbid, faith he, J 
ſhould glory in any thing but in the Croſs 
of Feſus Chriſt. Thus you ſee what Fruits 
Faith works in reference to Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now there are Fruits of Faith in refe- 
rence to ourſelves, as theſe following. 
1. True Faith works abundance of in- 
ward Peace and Foy: Rom. 5. 1. Being 
juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with God. 


And it muſt needs be ſo, becauſe that 


Faith 


| feared not the Frowns of the King, Heb. 11. 
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Faith tells the Soul the Bond is cancelled, 
that Sin is pardoned, the Burden is taken 
off, Wounds of Conſcience are healed _ 
with the Wounds of Chriſt. A Believer 
can ſay, In Peace will I lay down my 
Head in the Boſom of Chriſt. When 
Storms and Waves ariſe, a Believer can 
fit in his Ark; Chriſt and a good Con- 
ſcience in his Ark for a poor Soul, where 
he is fafe. A true Believer hath always 
the Ground of Joy, tho* not always the 
Exerciſe of it. : 

2. Another Fruit of Faith in reference 


to ourſelves, is Boldneſs in coming to the 


Throne of Grace: We have Boldneſs and 
Acceſs by Faith in Chriſt, Epbeſ. 3. 12: 
A true Believer can pour out his Soul 
to God, make his Moan to his Father. 
It is his Comfort he can go to his Father 
with a Child-like Boldneſs and Confi- 
dence. 1 5 

3. Another Fruit of Faith is Contempt 
of the World, Acts 4. They fold their Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and brought the Money, and laid it 
down ai the Apoſtles Feet: They regarded 
it no more than the Dirt under their 
Feet. Faith hath an Eagle's Eye, it fees 
things afar off ; and an Eagle's Wing, to 
carry a Man above the Flatteries and the 
Frowns of the World. By Faith Mofes 


27. 
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17. Faith lets a Man ſee there is bett 
jo be found in Cbriſt than in the who 
World. He that can find a World ij 
Cðbriſt, will be willing to part with all th 
World for him. Ip 
4. True Faith will produce a ſtroy 
Deſire of ſtrengthening and encreaſing i 
and that both in Truth and Growth, | 
will make a Man ftill be ſearching hi 
Heart, that he may be ſure he hath th 
Truth of Faith. It makes a Man pri 
a Soul-ſearching Miniſtry, that maj 
plough up the Fallow Ground of h 
art: And it works a Deſire of Grow! 
alſo; it makes a Believer pray: Lord 
encreaſe my Faith, whether thou encrealg 
my Trade and Wealth, or no; however 
Lord, encreaſe my Faith. 


After I had wrote theſe Things, I will... 
inio my Cloſet, and there begged of Gui 
His Help and Aſſiſtance to try myſelf N 
theſe Characters, and then ſpent a lil 
| time going over them; and trying my Sta 
by them; and, I bleſs the Lord, I now cat 
not but ſay, to his Glory, that 1 find the 
in ſome meaſure in me. I hope that thi 
J could not ſo poſilively anſwer to, yet! 
could in the Deſire of my Soul: I hope 
be Lord 1 am not deceived. If I an, ! 
eee ch him for Chriſt's ſake, ta undeceiiay: 

| — 


= 


i — — — 


and Treſpaſſes, but there is a Principle q 


I read over my Covenant, and hope I'dil 


cording to the Covenant I entered inte 


(taken out of Mr. Allen's Book.) I blels 


Day in a Secret Faſt in my Cloſet 3th 
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hearty. Prayer, that if it was not {o, [ 
might not ſo enter it here; but I truſt the L 
Lord hath turned me from Darkneis t 

Light, and that J am not dead in Sinf 


Life in me ; the Lord grant 1 may not be 
deceived. Towards the cloſe of the Da 


trom my very Heart deſire to bewail the 
Breach of it, and renew it with the 
Lord; which I did, I hope, in the Strengt 
of his Grace: deſiring Chriſt may be m 
Surety, being much affraid of my being 
deceived, leſt it ſhould be with me 2 
heretofore. I hope I did heartily take the 
Lord for my God, and give up myſel 
unto him; and bind myſelf to forſake a 
Sin, and to live more to his Glory, ac 


with the Lord about eleven Years ſince 


God I was aſſiſted to Day 1 in the Work! 
undertook ? the Lord accept of me thro 

Chriſt, and let not this Day be loft. 
that I may not prove falſe and hypocritic 
with him! but go away enabled to live 
more to his Praiſe here, till I come to b 
for ever with him hereafter. 


January the 30zb. 1682. 1 ſpent thi 


mal | 
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an End I propoſed to myſelf, was, to 
arch again my Heart, to find out whe- 
| er there was a Work of Grace wrought 
n me, or no; alſo, that I might get Cor- 
| more ſubdued, that is yet ſtrong 
I me; and that I may be inabled to ſuf- 
er for Chriſt, if I am called to it, Sc. I 
l ope I deſired to be hearty in the Work, 
o' Hardneſs and Deadneſs was too much 
Son me. The Lord forgive; I hope 1 
pay lay, to the Glory of God, that he hath 
yl 5 that good Work in me, that he 
ih perfect to the Day of Chriſt : I did 
arneſtly beg of the Lot that I might 
Pot be deceived, and hope Iam not. I 
truſt the Lord hath pluck'd me out of a 
Natural Eſtate, and ny my heart from 
din unto himſelf. The Lord grant I may 
row live anſwerable to the great things 
Ide hath done for me, and keep the Co- 
venant I have this Day renewed 


Fama? the 301b. 1684. Ikeptas: a Faſt 
and ſpent a good part of the Morning in 
f So Prayer: After Family- Duty, I went 
TY to hear a Sermon, and then back to my 
J Cloſet, where I ſpent the reſt of the Day. 
The Ends propoſed to myſelf were, That 
od would help me againſt Worldlineſs, 
and diſtruſt of his Providence (for I have 
” þ been much troubled of late by reaſon of 
many 
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many Loſſes, and Trade being fallen at; 
moſt to nothing) and quiet my Mind, anet 
enable me to truſt him, and withal, diff m. 
rect me how to proceed as to Earthlfſſearr 
Things; having ſome Thoughts of leavin ray: 
this Houſe. And I deſired alſo to be fit t. 
ted for the Lord's Supper, and that Nena 
might have ſtrength to ſuffer whater ear 
God ſhould call me to. And in referenc@@q. 
to the Publick, I deſired to ſeek God folffj 
Mercy to his Church, and to theſe N. { | 
tions. i $44 4 | | e! 

I began with reading ſome Portion qe f 
God's Word, then examined my ſelf of G 
the State of my Soul, by ſome Character _ 
of Grace in this Book. I hope I deſired y 
heartily the Help of God, and earneſtijfy er 
begg'd I might give a right Judgment d 
_ myſelf, and was afraid of doing other 
wiſe. I hope I may ſay to God's Glory Rar 
Surely there is ſomewhat of a Work oh 
Grace that he hath graciouſly wroughty, 
in my Soul, and that I am not dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins. Bleſſed, O bleſſed 
be his Name! 

I am not affected, as I ought, but a 
apt to fear ſtill, knowing my Heart is de- 
ceittul. The Lord help me to be muchſe 
in this trying Work; for I cannot makeyf 
too ſure of my Salvation. The Lord ho 


move Doubts and Fears, and ftrengthener 
my 
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en ay Faith in him and in his Promiſes. 
, after Self examination, I ſpent the reſt 
1, Ulf my Time in Prayer, and hope I was 
UBcarty therein. The Lord hear my poor 

Prayers for myſelf, for my Children, and 
r the Publick. I alſo read over my Co- 
enant, entered into with the Lord many 
ears ſince, and 1 renewed Covenant with 
Pod. The Lord help me to live anſwer- 
bly ; and that Sin may be more ſubdued, 
Grace ſtrengthened ; that I may find 
e Benefit of this Day, while I live and 
fitted for the everlaſting Enjoyment 
If of God in Glory. 1 


2 _—— 


lire February the 6th. 168 f. I kept a Faſt 
def myſelf. The main thing I had upon 
nt oy Heart, was the low Eſtate of the 
ther hurch, and of theſe Nations; as alſo to 
107) Sarch-into the State of my Soul, to get 
rk V Heart more taken off the World, to 
glare Corruption mortified, and be en- 
ad fbled to ſuffer for Chriſt, if called to it, 
edind never to forſake him. I bleſs God, 1 
ad his Aſſiſtance, and hope I was hearty 
the Work ; and that upon Trial I may 
y, God hath begun a good Work, which 
e will carry on and perfect to the Day 
i Jeſus Chriſt, O that I might make 
nore ſure of Chriſt, and Grace, and Hea- 
ſen! eſpecially when I can make ſure of 

nothing 
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muſt take the Favour of God for ya 


nothing below, but am at ſuch Uncertaq ge 
ties as to all outward things. The Lo 
help me to live in ſome meaſure anſve 
able to his great Mercies, and to keep ti 
Covenant with him that I have this Di 
renewed. ian 


Pr "RS 


ore 


hbts 
"Ir 


Things whereby a Man may exami 
and judge of himſelf. 1. If you wolf, 
be ſaved, you muſt by deep and ſerio 
Repentance forſake the World and 8. 
and turn to God in Chriſt, and firm 
believe in him. 2. You muſt reſign a 
devote yourſelf to be the Lord's. 3. 1. 


Happineſs. 4. You mult be diligent Han- 


the Uſe of all holy Means and Duti;., 


5. You muſt ſtudy the Scriptures, to kn 
God's Mind, and to do it. The wh 
Courſe of your Lives will be ſet to plea 
and honour God. Now examine whe 
you are like to be ſaved. How is it, 
my Soul, as to theſe things? Dol gol; 
the broad Way, or not? Let nott 
Devil keep you from this Self-Exami 
tion; if he can prevail for that, you nta 
make a great Profeſſion, and do mit 5 
things, and yet periſh for ever. ad 

Judge of thyſelf by theſe things, . 
ſertouſly enquire; 1. Whether Eten. 
Salvation have the Preheminence of yall, 


Eſter 7 
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TanKftcem and Choice, that you perfer it be- 
Lore all Worldly, Proſperity? 2. Is the 
obtaining of this Salvation, and preparing 
or it, the great Buſineſs of your Lives? 
. Under the Senſe of Sin, do you give 
p yourſelves to Chriſt, as the only Phy- 
cian of Souls, to heal, and help, and fave 
ou ? 4. Is it the ſmcere Deſire of your 
jouls, that you may be ſaved from Sin, as 
Pell as Hel? From the Power and Practice 

Sin, as well as from the Wrath of 
od? g. What is the Matter of thy 
mort ? Is it to converſe with God? To 
ok up to him with Hope of his Accep- 
Face? Doth the Light of God's Counte- 
Jance give thee more Joy than the In- 
Wcale of Riches? Canſt thou ſay from 
Heart, thou hadſt rather be poor, and 
eſpiſed, and miſerable in this World, 
With God's Favour, than to be the greateſt 
erfon in the World, and God to be 


It, Nine Enemy ?. Examine by ſuch Things 

I golf theſe, 

not | 
O let me be earneſt for Chriſt and 


race, and never reſt till it be put out 
Doubt, that God ip Chriſt is my God, 
d that he hath made an everlaſting Co- 
rant with me! If this be not, I am un- 
ne for ever! But this I muſt obtain, or 

y Soul ſhall be in Bitterneſs betore the 
1 4 | Lord 
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Lord while I have a Being! Nothin 
ſhall comfort me while I am Graceleſ 
and without Chriſt ! I am reſolved i 
Him, his Grace and Favour againſt 4 
Denials. IK God will not let me fee th 
Good of his Choſen, and reveal tis Chr 
and Grace in me, I wit! mourn, I ai 


mourn, While Tlive ! If God willnot cc 
fort me, nothing elſe ſhall ! IH I may ng, 


find Reſt and Peace in Chriſt, I will ha 
none at all | If God will take no Pleaſ 

in me, I willtake none in myſelf! My Tea 
ſhall be my Meat continually ! I willg 


mourning in this World, while I haye 


Day 40 live, till Chriſt ſhall pleaſe e. 


caſt an Eye of Grace and Mercy on me 
Nay, let it come to this, I cannot live 


God be not reconciled ! If Chrift he 1 
mine, my Spirit tails! If the Lord do n 


relieve me, unleſs he fpeak a Word J. 


Peace! When the Soul is brought to tb 


J muſt have an Intereſt in Chriſt, or nt 
thing will ſatisfie me; ſuch an one ſhy 


find Acceptance: Therefore be, in got 
earneſt, and let the Deſires of hy So 


riſe up to an holy Reſtleſneſs. O'wretche 


Negligence, that we can let the great 


' Concerns of our Souls lie at Hazard 
our Days 
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Ten Queſtions to ask our Hearts. Thus 
Mr. Seel advis'd we ſhould often com- 
mune with our Hearts. I. What have J 
been, if now I am changed? I was a 
or wretched Sinner! II. What Good have I 
7 Hgone, that God may have the Glory, and 
the Comfort? III. How have Idone it?. 
cv. What have I neglected? The ſloth- 
515 ul Servant is condemned, who had Ta- 
ents, but did no good with them. What 
Duties have I n 1 and how many 
YOpportunities of doing good omitted ? 
V. What State ain I in? Am I ina gra- 
cious or ſinful State, in Chriſt, or in my 
Sins? If Iam in Chriſt, he rules a if in 
din, that reigns. VI. What Frame am I. 
in? Am I in a gracious or worldly Frame 
of Heart? VII, What do I? Am lin 
my Calling, and in the way of my Duty? 
\m I now doing the Will of God? VIII. 
hither am I going ? Towards: Heaven: 
or Mor Hell? Every Moment I take a Step to 
e ſhione of them. IX. How far am I on my 
Way to Heaven? X What ſhall 1 do to 
/ Se laved:? Salvation i 18. peda how. Wen: 
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Hlis Covenant with God. 


\ Moſt Dreadful God 1 for the Paſſion 
' thy Son, I beſecch Thee accept of tly 


poor Prodigal, now proſtrating bimſelf at thy 


Door: I have fallen from Thee by mine Ini. 
guilty, and am by Nature a Son of Death, 
and a. thouſandfold more the Child of Hell by 
my wicked Practice; but of thine Infinite 
Grace Thou haſt promiſed Mercy to me in 
Chriſt, i I vill but turn do thee with all i 
Heart] Therefore, upon the Call of thy Goj- 
pel, I am now come in, and, throwing dow 
my Weapons, ſubmit myſelf 16 thy Mercy! 
And becauſe thou requireſt, as the Condition 


of my Peace with thee, that I fhould put a- 
way mine Idols, and be at Defiance with al 


thine Enemies, which I acknowledge I have 
wickedly ſided with againſt tbee; 1 here, from 
tbe bottom. of my Heart, renounce them all, 
firmly Covenaniing with thee, Not to allow 
— in any known Sin, but 40 ufe conſcien. 
tiouſly: all the. Means that I know thou bal 
preſcribed,. for the Death and utter Deſtruc 
ion of all my Cor ruptions. And whereas l 
bave formerly inordinately and idolatrouſ) 
let out my Afettions upon the World," 1 a 
here refign my Heart to thee that mad' ſt it, 
Sumbly proteſting beſore thy Glorious Majeſiy, 


aba it is the firm Reſolution of my Heart, and 


tot 
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that I do unfeignedly deſire Grace from thee , 
that when thou ſhalt call me hereunto, I may. | 
practiſe this my Reſolution, through thy A. 
ſiſtance, to forſake all that is dear unto me | 
in this World, rather than to turn from thee 
to the Ways of Sin; and that I will watch 
againſt al its Temptations, whether of Pro- 
Jperity or Adverſity, left they ſhould with= 
draw my Heart from thee ; 3. beſeeching thee | 
alſo to belp me againſt the Temptations of Sa- 
tan, to whoſe wicked Suggeſtions I reſolve, . Kll 
by thy Grace, never to yield myſelf a Servant. 
And becauſe my own Righteouſneſs is but 
menſtrous Rags, I renounce all Confidence. 
therein, and acknowletge that I am ef y- 
ſelf a bopelcſs, helpleſs, undone” Creature, 
without Righteouſneſs or Strength. 34 
And for as much as thou haſt of thy battom- 
leſs Mercy offered moſt graciouſly to me, 
wretched Sinner! to be again my God, thro* 
Chriſt, if J would accept of thee ; I call 
Heaven and Earth to. recordthis Day, that 
T1 ds here ſolemnly avouch thee for the Lord 
my Cod; and with all poſſible Veneration, 
Do dein x the 7h my $941 nider the Feet of | 
thy moſt Sacred Majeſty. I do here take Thee 
the L 1 Jeho wb, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, for my Portion and Chief Good; and 
do give up myſelf, Body and Soul, for thy 
Servant, promiſing and - avswing io ſerve 
oy in Hain and . "ſr all the 
De 
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Days of my Life. And ſince thou haſt ap- 
pointed the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the only Means 
75 coming unto thee, I ds here, upon the 
 bendea Knees of my Soul, accept of him as 
the only new. and living Way, by which Sin- 
ners may have Acceſs to thee, and do here ſo- 
lemily join myfelf in a Mar riag-Covenant to him. 
O bleſſed Jeſus ! I come to thee hungry and 
hardly beſtead, poor, and wretched, and mi- 


 ferable, and blind, and naked; a moſt loath- 


polinted Wretth, a guilty condemned Ma- 


ef 


r, unworthy for ever io waſh the Feet 


of a Servant of n Lord, much more to be 
pi olemnly married to the Ring of Glory: But 
tb ſuch is thine unparallel'd Love, I do here, 
with all my Power, accett thee, and do take 
bee for my Head and Husband, for better for 


worſe, for richer for poorer, for all Times and 
Conditions, to lobe, and honour, and obey thee 


i before all others, and this to the Death. I 
embrace thee in all thine Office; I renounce 


my own Worthineſs, and do bere avow the 
for the Lord my Righteouſneſs ; I renounce? 
my own Wiſdom, and @ here take thee 
for my only Guide; I renounce my own Will, 
and take thy Will for my Law. And ſince 


thou haft told me that 1 muſt ſuffer if I will 


reign, 1 do here Covenant with thee to take 


my Lot as it falls with thee, and by thy Grace 


aſ/iſting, io run all Hazards with ibee, veri- 
ly purpoſing, that neither Life nor Death ſhall 


» $6 > * 
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part between thee and me. Aud 
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And becauſe thou haſt been pleaſed to give 
ne thy holy Laws, as the Rule of my Lifes 
and the May in which I ſhonld walk to thy 
Kingdom; I do here willingly put my Neck 
nder ty Yoke, and ſet my Shoulder to thy 
Burden; and ſubſcribing to all thy Laws, as 
bly, juſt, and good, I falemu ty take them as 
the Rule of my Words,Thoughts, and Actions, 
promiſing, that tho* my Fleſh contradict and 
rebel, yet I will endeavour to order and go- 
rern my whole Life according to thy Direc- 
tion, and will not allow myſelf in the Neglect 
of any thing that I know to be my Duty: 
Only becauſe, thro the Frailly of my Fleſh, 
IT am ſubject to many Failings, I am bold 
bumbiy to proteſt, that unailowed Miſcarri- 
ages, rontrary lo the ſettled Bent and Refolu-. 
tion of my Heart, ſhall not make void this 
Covenant; for ſo thou haſt ſaid, — 
Now Almigh:yGod, Searther of all Hearts, 
thou. knoweſt that I make this Covenant with 
thee this Day, without any known Guile or 
Reſervation, beſeeching. 1hee, That if thou 
eſpicft any Flaw tr Habe therein, thou 
wouldſt aiſcover it te me, and belp me to do 
it aright. 8 73 „ 
Aud now Glory be to thee, O God the Fa- 
ther, whom I ſhall behold, from this Day 
forward, Io look upon as my God and Father, 
that ever thcu ſbouldſt find out ſuch a Way 
for the Recovery of undone Sinners] Glory 
gl 3 be 


* 
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be to thee, O God the Son, who baſt loved me, 
and waſhed me from my Sins in thy own Blood, 
and art now become my Saviour andRedetmer! 
Glory be to thee, O God the Holy Ghojt, who, 
ly hi Finger of thine Almighty Power, haſt 
turned about my Teart ſrom Sin to God. 

O Dreadful 1 the Lord God Om- 
nitotert, Halber, Son and Holy Ghoſt, thou 
a't new b;come ty Covenant-Iiriend, and I, 


 4brough tbine infinite Grace, am become thy 
Conmait-Servant. Amen: So be it. Aud 


the\Governant which I have made on Kari 


1 i be wife in Hey: Mes. 
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A Por hefe mT 228 on on the Paſſion 
of: Obrft, taken cut of Mr. Wadſ- 


9 th's Re MINS, 80. abridged my 


ſrunſor ibed for his cun Uſe, upon 


hes Famental 02 af ng © 


. W ay alt ling Worldly. Buſineſs; 

I muſt go ſee my; 3 Lord! 

Go ome now, my Soul, look vonder, thou 
wilt ſoon arrive at blocdy Golg»1ba, whete 
thou ſhalt ſce thy tleccing dying Saviour 


to ſigh and linger out a dy ing Lite on the 


Crok; in Love tor thce! This, this might, 


O my 
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O my Sould, have been thy Day in whith 
thou migh'ſ have drunk the bitfer Cup 
of the fierce Anger of God] But look 
yonder, there he goes that muſt drink up . 
the Dregs and all for thee ! But come, my 

Soul, draw up a little nearer, ſtand here, 
and thou wilt fee him paſſing: Look ! there 


he goes with a Train of Virgins follow- 


ing: But ſee how cruelly theſe barbarous 
Jews do uſe him, they make him bear his 
Croſs himſelf! See how they laugh, and 
ſcoff, and their Heads, as if he were 
their May game! Look! ſee, my Soul, 
come, tell me what thou ſeeſt. O Lcannot, 
Sorrow ties my Tongue, I cannot ſpeak; 
I ſee a Troop of Virgins following him, 
their weeping Eyes; their blubbering Lips, 
their Si 1050 and Throbbings ſpeak them 
— I ſee my Lord looks towards 
them, ar kindly chides: their loving Sor- 
row; Weep not for me] Ay, could they 
do leſs than weep to ſee thine innocent 
Self among a Herd of Tygers? But whi- 
ther, O whither, O blinded Jews. are 
ye dragging” this my N Een My Spirit be- 
gins to faint, I now can look no Jonggy : 
my Heart now begins to ſwell with Grief, 
it muſt now break, or. Lmũſt vent it at 
my Eyes Streams. Look! ſee the aim ol 8 
mer and Nails, the Hammer lift u 
ſtrike: PIs Man, chou durſt not Ake 
3 E 4 - fue 


) 


68 The Charagter and Trial 


- fure l Surely thou doſt not know whoſe 
ö Hands and Feet thou art now i jercing, it 
is the Prince and Saviour of the 'World| 
But look, fee, it is done! The Nails are 
driven to the Head; ſee how the Blood 


runs trickling down his Hands and Feet; 
and fee how hardened Hearts are laughing 


at ir! O filly fooliſh blinded Men, what 


laugh yet! See; this very Chriſt you now 


mock ſhall be your Judge! But come a- 
Hain, look and fee, m 70 
come of thy nailed xe” enitified Lord | 


ul, what is be- 


Ah the! he is not quite dead; took how he 


Baſps and pants for Life! O how pale 


and wan do I ſee his Cheeks ! methinłs 


4e ſhout be dead; for ſee how weak his 
Neck i is grown, that it is not able to ſup- 


port his Lead that lies a dying on his 
bleeding Breaſt. What yer not dead! See 


how be ſhakes and ſtirs his dying Lims! 
What. Gaſps and Groans do I here him 
fetch! Hark, hark, he ſpeaks! O let me 
catch . the . Jait Breath of my dying Sa- 
viour! What faith. my Lord? What? My 
Cod, ny Cod, col y baſt thou forſaken me ? 
He hack been All this while a drinking up 
the Cup his Father gave him ; the bitter, 
for Cup of his Father's Wrath, which 


J and all the World had elſe Seats, But 
mult he endure all this? Muſt he be 
crowned with Thorks and ſweat, and 


| 1 bleed, 


- 


bleed, and die, and all for me? This [ 


— 
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ſtand amazed at! But there was Neceſſity 
for all this; .either he muſt be thus dealt 
with, or elſe my Sins could not be par- 
doned: He muſt drink up this bitter Cup, 
with all its Dregs, or elſe I mult have 
drunk it up myſelf. - It was I that ſin- 
ned, and muſt have ſuffered. This curſed, 
proud, and earthly Heart of mine rebel- 
led, and broke the Laws, and ſhould have 
ſuffered and born the Puniſhment. Had 
not he ſtept in, and born the Stroak 
off from me, I had been now burning in 
everlaſting Flames, and been lingring out 
this Time in Torments, which I am now 
ſpending. in the ſweet, Thoughts of my 
Eſcape. Hath not the Prophet ſaid all this 
in Ja. 53, theſe: Wounds, Stripes, Bruiſes,. 
he bore for thee; O amazing Love and 
Grace, the Son of God loved me better 
than his Life! Was ever Love like to his WM 
Love? He was a Stranger tame; Why did 
he not let me die ? But he loved me: 'F fp 
was a polluted Sinner, methinks he ſhould 
have loathed me, but he did waſh me and 
make me clean again. But why did he 
love an Enemy? Or how could he do it? 
I know not Why; O inexpreſſible Love! 
O Love paſt Thoughts! He Loves becauſe 
he will Love! What ails my Heart, I can- 
not find it ſtir ? What! dead under the 

| r - 
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deemer ! Ariſe, thake up thy ſelf and look 
about thee, thou doſt not ſure ſee thy 


6 Mercy Come away, O come away, litt 


up thy drowſie Head, I will make thee 
look and love, and e'er I leave thee, con- 
feſs thou loveſt him] Suppoſe now, for 
thy Sins, the Vengeance of God was juſt 
ſeizing upon thee, turning thee into Hell, 
and Chriſt comes and reveals himſelf 
to thee. Sinner, I love thee! I ſay thou 
alt not die; Come, feel my Heart how 
it beats towards thee ! Doſt thou not ſee 
L haye leſtmy Thront, and am come down 
to {the Bar, where thou ſtandeſt con: 
demned? But Why doſt thou weep ? 
Coms, let me wipe thine Eyes, and bind 


up thy bleeding and deſpairing Heart ! I 


tell chee thot ſhalt not die. If Heaven 
will have Blood, it ſhall have mine, ſo it 
will bur, ſpare thine ! Now the Soul hath 
not a Word to ſpeak againſt this Love. 
Thy Son, O God, hath offered Satisfacti- 


on, and thou halt accepted it. Thou, O 


my Saviour, haſt laid down thy Life for 


mine, and thy Fathet and my Father is 
well pleaſed with it. Blood is paid, Juſtice 
is ſatisfied, Heaven's ' Doors are widened, 


thine Arms opened to receive me, no- 
thing is wanting but my Hecazt 3 make it 


It 


ſuck as thou wilt have it, and then take M* 


e it 


it 


ake fare my ſilken, golden Twiſts of Faith, to 
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it to thyſelf 1 Come, my Soul, the Father 
thou ſeeſt is willing, and the Son is wil- 
ing, give but thy Conſent and he is thine 


fer ever: Fear not thy Hardneſs, Dead- 


neſs, Blindneſs, Loathſomeneſs, all theſe 


cannot hinder if thou be but willing: 
| What ſtickeſt thou at? What do'ſt ail? 


Half of this ado would fetch a Heart for 
the World, a little Mire and Dirt; and 
is not Chriſt far better? "+ 


_ The Dreſs for the Sacrament. © 


Lord! where am I? What! all the 
Children of the Bride Chamber ap and 
dreſsꝰd, and I ſlumbering in my Bed ! Tell 
me, ye faireſt, what make you up fo 
early? Alas ! our Lord was up before us 
all; he called us up by break of Day, and 
wondered that we were not trimming our 
Lamps, knowing with whom we were to 
feaſt this Day! Well then, I will riſe up 
too: O, what a Shew do theſe bright and 
glittering Saints make in my Eyes l ſure- 
ly they did not thus dreſs themſelves: It 
was my Father made them thus prepa- 
red to entertain his Son. But where are 


Imy Cloaths ? Now for the faireſt, ſweeteſt 


Robe of Thoughts, and Wiſhes, that can 
be found. O how naked am I ! But where 


hang 
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hang the Jewels of Joy, and Love and 
N Nr Lam never dreſs'd til 
y be on! O where are they ? I ſaw 
120 me but juſt now; I laid them by 


my Heart before I went. to Bed: But, ah! 
I ks this envious: World hath with her 
Vanities ſtolen them away, or the-envious 
Devil, or Unbelief, hath been ravelling or 
inarling;, of them, that now I am as far to 
eck as ever. Whither,” O waither, ſhall 


1 eo to. find them out | Now will the 
Bridegroom come, and I am not ready! [ 
cannot, dare not go to Day; naw will my 
Lord be angry, and ask me why I came 
not, and I have no Anſwer to make him; 


and if I go undreſs d, he will ask me where 
is my Wedding Garmer t? and then 1 


ſhall be ſpeechleſs. Ah, fooliſh, ſi imple 


Heart, that thou ſhould'ſt let theſe 


Thoughts of Earth fo entangle themſelves 


with thy Heavenly Mediatiors, how to 


get them Jooſe again thou know'ſt not; 


this by Care thuu Wee have prevent- 


ed. Now what Help Lord, I have ſin- 


ned! O, holy F. bas Pa: don thi, time, 
and 1 will take more heed ! O come and 
untie my Though:s from t11. Faith, and 


come and dreſs me up as ocfit pleat: th 
thee !: Come: be not difccurazed, O my 
Sou, let but thy Artie, 01 Grace be 


Wh 2, that 1., -lincert, ad thy God and: 


av. Of,. 
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Saviour will accept thee, tho' thy Gar- 
ments are not ſo much perfumed with 
Heaven as thy Brethrens are, thy Lord 
knows all have not Talents alike; and 
where he gives but little, he expects but 
little ; thou haſt an honeſt, willing, ſe- 
rious Heart, that thinks it doth deſpi iſe 
and trample under Feet the neareſt, dear- 
et Pleaſures, Profits, and Glories in the 
World, compared with him that gave 
himſelf to Death for thee, and hadff ra- 
ther anger all the World than him, by 
ſinning againſt him in the leaſt: I this 
be true, fear not, thou haſt thy Wedding- 
Garment on, thou art well clad; as mean 
ſoever as it is, it is ſuch an one as Flea- 
ven gave thee, and ſuch an one as th 


dear Redeerner « can, and will embrace thee 
in. 5 


i he 1. Proc Chamber, 8 


Felt noh 0 my Soul, 1 charge thee; 
do not faint; let not thy Weakneſs d 
the Poverty of thy Grace diſcourage thee; 
ſee how thy Lord draws nigh; O he 
comes, and it is but to welcome thee, 
and fall about thy Neck ard kils thee, 
and bid thee a Kind Weicome to 2.7 
bleeding Lord r 


The 
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Welcome, Faireſt! take and eat; 3 it . 
the ſweeteſt , Danties, deareſt | Morſel 
Heaven can afford thee. Welcome, my 


Dear, to the Table of thy Lord! wel- 
come a thouſand. times I bid thee; yea 
welcomer than thine own Heart can wiſh: 


Take, cat this Morſel, it coſts my Life, it 


is a. Portion thy Father ſent unto thee. by 
me, and bid me, remember thee of his 


Love. to thee.: He bids thee remember a 


Father's Love, 1 a Saviour's; he hath a 
Heart to give thee, and ſo have I, take 


this in earneſt of them both in one ; take 
freely, if thou wert not welcome, I would 
| have told thee, I would have ask'd thee 

for thy. Wedding-Garment! Tell me, O 


tell me, doſt thou not love me? I know 
thou doſt; And wilt not thou take the 
Crols, and follow me? | know thou wilt: 
I heard thee, and had Compaſſion on thy 


Groaningsz I know- thee well enough, 


thou are mine, and I am- thine; rake i it, 
] charge thee eat it, as thou loveſt me; 
and while thou feedeſt, remember the 


Love of thy deareſt Redeemer. 


* The Wine. 
* Come, my Deareſt, I have drunk, and 


thou ſhalt pledge me; | have broached my 
| Sides, 
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Sides, and drew it on purpoſe for thee ; 
this is a Wine of my own making, when 


[ trod the Wine-Preſs of my Father's 
Wrath; it is my Blood, take and drink it; 
Sin was the Cauſe of my wounding; but 
to thy Soul it ſhall prove healing; I died 
and bled to make this Banquet for thee, 
| have brought thee into my Wine-Cellar, 
and my Banner over thee ſhall be Love: 
Fear nat, take and drink; thou haft an 
Ulcer in thy Heart, and this ſhall cure it; 
thy Spirits are faint, this ſhall revive thee ; 
Drink, I charge thee, drink on thy Love 
and Loyalty to me ; I command thee, as 


thou wilt have thy Heart to mend, thy 


Wounds to be cured, thy Spirit, to revive, 
thy Fears to ſcatter, thy Soul to love and 
obey me! Take, O take this Cup into thy 
Hand; taſte it, and praiſe my Name 
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Memorable Sayings and paſſages col- 
lected, and tranſcribed for his own 
Uſe. Theſe are ſeme among others. 


Hat we are affraid to do before 

Men, we ſhould be affraid to 
bick before God; becauſe our ſecret 
houghts are as obvious to the Eyes of 
od, as our Actions to the Eyes of 2 
5 ‚ 7 
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God ſhewed more Mercy in faving 


ſome, when he might have condemned 


all; than he did Juſtice in leaving ſom 
to periſh, when he might have fave 
none. 

Great Vertues, without Sincerity of 
Heart, are rejected, when great Infirmi. 
ties, 5 e, are pardon'd. 

A good Intention cannot make a bad 
Action good; tho? an ill Intention may 


make an Action in itſelf good to be evil. 


e who preſumes to lin, in Hopes of 
Repentance, - ſhall. be ſure 2 en, be- 


cauſe. be preſumes. 


hey who, preſume. moſt | in a time of 

Proſperity, are molt apt to deſpair i 
Adverſity. 

nt one 5 befire 5 Gieſt, wa 

good, -ounſel.: 1 Know. not when, that 

will be; therefore I will repent 0 

30. leſt it ſhould. be too late o- AMAarrou. 

He that delays his Repentance one Day, 


hath another Day more to tepent of, and 


one Day leſs to do it in. 
God, who joins the End and Mean: to- 


| gether, doth accompliſh. all his Purpoſes 


Good to us, by workingin us Deſires and 
Endcavours ſutable to thoſe Purpoſes. | 
Better go to Heaven by the Gates of 
Hell, than to Hell by the Gates of Hea 
ven; dünne to the Heavenly 9 
U 
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than laughing to the Place of Tor- 
3 | 

One may ſuffer, and not fin ; but if he 
fin he ſhall be ſure to ſuffer. 

Herod might have kept his Oath, and 
not have cut off the Baptiſt's Head; he 
only promiſed to grant what ſhe ask*d to 
the halt of his Kingdom, whereas the 
Prophet's Head was more worth than the 


Welee. 


Such is the infinite Extent and Value 
of our Saviour's Merit, that tho a Man 
had the Guilt of as many Sins lying on 
his Soul, as there be drops of Water in 
the Ocean ; and if they were of as long 
Continuance as from the Creation of the 
World, and aggravated with as hainous 
Circumſtances as any of the vileſt Sinners 
m Hell, yer there is merit enough in the 
Blood of Chriſt to take away the Guilt of 
ail thoſe Sins; and wien that is done, 
Merit enòugh left to purchaſe as great a 
Glory as any Saint in Heaven enjoys. But 
let none thereupon preſume to go on in 
Sin, for there is not a Word of Comfort 
in the whole Bible for ſuch an one. 

He that is affraid of too much Grace, 
hath none at all. He who is unwilling to 
be made better, is not yet good. | 

In the moſt afflicted Condition of a 
daint, he hath more reaſon to queſtion 


bis 


78 The Character und Trial 
his own Love to God, than God's Love Life 
to him. 

God takes as much Care of every one 
of his Children, as if he had but one to 
Cart org. Ee 

Our Times are in the Hands of God. 
If they were in our Enemies Hands, our I 
Afflictions and Trials would be too long; 
if in our own, too ſhort : But becauſe in 
the Hand of God, Deliverance ſhall be 
ſeaſonable and in due time. | 

Had we ten thouſand Lives and Eſtates 
to looſe and lay down for Chriſt, one ſhueſ 
Hour's Communion with him in Glory Ihen 
will recompence for all our Self-denial, 
whatever we have done or ſuffered. | 
That man lives unlawfully, who doth 
not ſometimes.abſtain from lawful things. 
Make it thy Buſineſs to act Grace, and 
then truſt God to bring in Comfort. 
God ys yours, if you ate unfeignedly ou 
willing to be his: He that can from his 
Heart ſay, Lord I am thine | may on good 
grounds be aſſur' d that the Lord is his God. Non 
That Man whom God cannot ſarisfie, 
nothing can; for God is to his People 
whatever they can deſire or need: Sight 
to the Blind, Bread to the Hungry, Cloa- 
thing to the Naked, Strength to the 
Weak, a Phyſician to the Sick. Pardon 
to the Guilty, Comfort to the ee 

e fa 
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ife in Death, and Everlaſting Life after 
Death. 
When the Devil ſuggeſted to a good 
lan, That it was in vain for him to mind 
od, for he ſhould never get to Heaven: 
e replied. I will then follow hard after 
our ſhim, and keep cloſe to him, that I may 
oy as much as poſſible of God here on 
e in Farth. 
| be] Where Sin lies heavy, every Affliction . 
vil be light. 
ates T was the Saying of the Noble Mar- 
eſs of Vico, Their Money periſh with 
em, who think all the Wealth in the 
orld worth one Hour's Communion 
vith Jeſus Chriſt. 
Since no Man can fee thee, and "Io 
ord | let me die, ſaid an holy Man, that 
may ſee thee, and be with the. 
If your Condition be never ſo low, if 
jour Hearts be lower, it is well enough, 
e iſſue will be good. And while God 
ie Fountain is left, you need not much 
„Fomplain for want of a broken Ciſtern. 
While others live without God in the 
World, a Chriſtian ſnould endeavour to 
Wo live as without tbe World; in and __ 
"Wis God, 
je The ſame Love of God which leads one 
don hriſtian into the Wine-Cellr, and gives 
1 im Aſſurance, may lead another into a 
hit Priſon, 
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Priſon, for the Trial and Exereiſe of MU 
P ui 
In Prayer, if a Man have not a cot 
of the firſt Wandrings of his Heart from 
- God, he will hardly be able to-recoy 
himſelf afterwards. | 
"Twas a'memorable Saying of a Gres 
Man, He may be deceived, who thinks to ſao 
any thing by his Religion more than his Sul 
Before a Man is, humbled he complain; 
of God's Unkindneſs to him, but afterf 

wards of his own to God. 
' God had one Son w/h9ut any Sin, off 
Bleſſed Redeemer, but never any Sot 
without ſome Afffiction and Suffering. 
Bleſſed be God, we have any thingt 
deny, or loie, or count nothing for Chriſt 
A Believer prays with Fervency, as 
he would not be delay'd, and then wait 
patiently, as if he had not prayed. 
If you can ſay God is your God, ant. 
all that is in the World is his, how calf 
you fear Want? If he be not A= 
cient, why do you call him ſo? If heb 
why do you not trult in him? 
If the Lord be good to the Soul thaff 
| ſeeks him, how good is he to the 80 
that finds him. 57h _ 
If, faith Ferom, my Father and Moth: 
did with Tears intteat me, and my Wil 
hang about my Neck, and my Cay 7 
\ | 
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| bil at my Feet, to beſeech me to forſake 
hriſt, I would caſt them all off, Father, 
caYother, Wife and. Children, and lay, 


Ton 17 e all, welcome Chriſt. 
Ot 


— 


ET HE: following Account of the Con- 
e verfion of his Niece, will give far- 
S0 er Teſtimony of his Charity, Zeal and 
al ligence to promote Religion i in his Fa- 
alte ly ; and how God honoured him by the 
ſtre of an holy Example, to recom- 
', 008-nd ſerious Godlineſs to theſe who ſaw 
Sof ; Converſation, and by his ſeaſonable 
5 Punſels to aſſiſt the Recovery of one, 
"8 Wo, under great Convictions and Tem 
hrilfions, was in Danger to be loſt, by too long 
* cealing of the tate of her Caſe, from 


Sh as could adviſe Aid direct her., | 


_— — 
- 


X ca s 
or. 1 of the Cote | on of 
he Vl, P. F. an fe I: 1 it under 7 


Hand vefore ber Death. 


Am now going abode: to cal} to mind 
the great Mercy and Goodneſs of 
the Lord towards me, the unwor- 
| of all his Servants; to record his 
Fs kindneſs, and to make mention of 
the 


e S0 


Loth 
7 Will 
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the many and great Deliverances-I ha 
had. I know not where to begin, nc 
where to make an end: I am even ſwa 
lowed up in Admiration, and ready to c 
out with David; What ſhall I render t il 
Lord for all his Benefits ? eſpecially whe 
I coniider my own Vileneſs by Natureſand 
and how I deſerved to be caſt into Hd 
as ſoon as, I was born, having an Heap 
full of Sin, Vanity, and Rebellion aganm 
God, being conceived in Sin, and born 
Iniquity. And, as if this had not been 
nough, I have added numberleſs moſt Hen. 
nous Tranſgreſſions. I have reaſon to 
wail the Sins of my Thoughts ; I wi 
thinking Thoughts of Pride and Vanity: 
ſoon as I could think: I was running 
way from God as ſoon as I could go, wif 
my Back towards Heaven, and my Fa 
towards Hell. After | came to Years en 
Diſcretion; the more I knew of Gd, tif n 
more | ſinned againſt him. The Sins 
my 'Youth have been innumerable, A one 
very haincus in their Nature; fo thats 
have cauſe to pray with David, Lord, im 
member nit againſt me the Sins of my 1oSu(l 
O the precious Time I have loſt ! andi A 
Golden Opportunities that I have ſqu 
dred away -The Light and Love, len 
Mercics and Means of Grace that 1 Hiri. 
ſinned againſt ! I have ſpent: the belt el. 


A 
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haylmy Years in the Service of Sin, and in the 
nq Neglect of the great Concerns of my Soul. 
ſwal I confeſs, when I was but a Child, ſince 
[ had any Underſtanding, 1 had always 
Flome Love to the Ways and People of 
Jod, and fome Delight in Holy Duties, 
Ind was fearful of Sin, «ſpecially of Ly- 
Ing and Stealing, and playing upon the 
afRabbath-Day. I delighted to read the 
Word of God, and good Books, to others, 
orn ut I did not apply it to myſelf; as when 
een ¶ read that Scriptu e, that except we re- 
ſt Hhent, we hall all periſh , Except we are 
to bern again, we cannot fee the Kingdom of 
I wikeud : That the wicked ſhall be turned into 
nity], &c, I thought theſe did not concern 
ung ne, becauſe I was guilty of no grofs Sin; 
o, wiſreckon'd my Condition was good, and 1 
y Faſſpas ready to pity others; but I was not 
ears Fenfible of the Corruption and Defilement 
od, if my Nature: I did not fee the Need of 
Sins Change, I was not ſenſible of my un- 
e, Mone Condition without Chriſt 1 ſaw not 
) thalis Excellency, nor had any Deſires after 
ord, im; 1 knew not upon what Terms I 
y 70uWpult take him, if I would be ſaved. .- 
and i As to the outward: Duties of Religion, 
> ſquſ lived in the Ferformance. of many of 
ve, em (but as for the more inward and 
t 1 bAÞiritual Duties of Chriſtianity, ſuch as 
bell elf examination, Meditation, Self-denial, 
= | OY mouning 


2 if 


> r ———————— 


have ſworn in his Wrath that T ſhould ne- C 


Miracle of Mercy, I am yer on this ſide 


Mercy that 1 am ſpared ſo long, and that 
be gives me ſpace to repent ; that he 
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mourning for Sin, and watching over my 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, ſtrict Ob. 
ſer vation of the Lord's Day, Sc. to theſe t 
I was altogether a Stranger. Thus I went 
on in Rebellion againſt God, having a 
Form of Godlineſs, but denying the 
Power: And if God had then cut me off 
in my Unregeneracy, certainly Hell-Fire 
muſt have been my Portion. He might 


ver enter into his Reſt. O the wonderful 


- Patience and Forbearance of the Lord be 


towards ſuch a ſinful Creature ! It is 2 


the Grave and Hell! It is of the Lord's 


ſhould afford me the Means of Grace, and 
ſend his holy Spirit to ſtrive with me, and 
give me many Convictions, and all to re- 
claim me, and bring me home to himſelt! 
And that he ſhould not only give me ſpace 
to repent, but an Heart to repent ! That 
he ſhould not only ſtand waiting, and th 
knocking at the Door of my Heart ſo ma U 
ny Years, calling on me to repent, but ta! 


that he ſhould give me the Grace of Ref W 


pentance'! This is undeſerved Love, and a, 
diſtinguiſhing Mercy: For I was dead in ths 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, and had nothing bu ye, 
3 1 Walked 


2 
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walked according to the- courſe of this 


Word, I was inſenſible of my Danger, 


cho ready to drop into Hell every mo- 
ment: And I ſhould certainly have pe- 
riſhed, had not the Lord been pleaſed to 
open my Eyes, and to pluck me as a Fire- 
brand out of the burning, and ſet me in 
the way to Heaven ; for which I can ne- 
ver ſufficiently adere and praiſe his glo- 
rious Grace in Chriſt to me a vile, ſinful 


Creature. 


Great was his Mercy towards me, for 
he hath delivered my Soul from the loweſt 
Hell; which makes me fay with David, 


Come and bear, all ye that fear the Lord, and 


I will declare what he bath done fer my Soul, 
and the Way and Means whereby he was 
pleaſed to work upon my Heart. The 
Manner of my Converſion, which I hope 
£ 1s true and real, is as follows. 
It pleaſed the Lord, by a ſad Provi- 
| dence, viz. the Sickneſs at London, to 
bring my Uncle Gearing, and his Family, 
from thence to my Father's Houſe, where 
they continued about half a Year, My 
Uncle being a good Man, I could not but 
take notice of his ſtrict and circumſpect 
Walking, and was much affected with it: 


"| And 1 began to think, ſurely the Way 


that I am in will never bring me to Hea- - 
ben; I thought I muſt live another man. 


* 
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ner of Life, if ever I would be ſaved 1 


had many Convidl ions, but there I ſtayed, It 


and went no further; I kept on in my 1 


former careleſs courſe. When it pleaſed 
God to put a ſtop to the Plague at London, 
my Unckle returned with his Family; and 
I went with him, and continued at his 
Houſe about two Months, in which time 
it pleaſed the Lord to follow me with 
new Convictions; partly by the good Ex- 
ample of my Unkle, partly by many ex- 
cellent Sermons, which I heard when J 
was there; ſo that I began in good ear. 
. neſt to look after the Salvation of my 
Soul, and to fay with the Goaler, I bal 
muſt I do to he aue? 
I began to be very deſirous to hear the 


Word, I took all Opportunities to hear, FF." 


and gave Attention to what was preached, 


after another manner thai I was wont to Il: 


do, and laboured to make Application of 


it to myſelf. I heard Mr. Vincent preach 
upon Heb. 12. 14. Follow Holineſs, without 
wwhich' no Man ſpall ſee the Lord; urging 


the Neceſlity of it, as,the only way to- 


Heaven. I was much affected therewith, 


and began to think I muſt ſet about the . 


Work of a thorow Repentance. I began 
to be ſenſible of my Original Corruption, 
and that I had been guilty of thouſands ot 
actual Sins: Thoſe wnich before L romy 
* te 
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108 ſmall, I now look'd upon as great; 
and upon myſelf, by reaſon of Sin, to be 
Y Yin a lamentable Condition. I knew, not 
d bow to get out of this ſinfül, miſerable 
4 {State ; and the Lord was pleaſed to ſhew 
© me that there was no Name under Hea- 
ven by which I 157 WONT on'y f 
by Jeſus Cbriſt: I though, if I could 
by 28 Intereſt in Him, and his Favour, I 
Fſhould be ſaved; but T feared God would 
ot thus have Mercy upon me, becauſe I 
bad gone on fo long in Sin, 
I heard an excellent Sermon upon Mat. 
a 11,28, Come unto me all ye that are weary, 

ind heavy laden, and Pe! th: you Reſt: 

Proving, frf, that Sin is a Burden : And, 


ited to come to Chriſt ; and then, that 
thoſe that come to him, ſhall find Reſt for 
their Souls. This was a ſutable Word to 

y Soul, I was much affected in the hear- 
ng of it; for Þ felt Sin to be a Burden ta 
y Conſeience, and I would fain have Reſt 
o my Soul. I was ſenſible of my Want 
ot Jeſus Chaiſt, and of the abſolute Ne- 


E ſſity to be interefted in him; I began to 
— & his Worth and Excellency, as the 


hiefeſt of Ten thouſands, altogether love- 
b Andi then, and not till then, I had 
Fungerings and Thirſtings after him; ſo 
hat I couſd ſay, Mone but Cbriſt; . give 
Chriſt, or ciſe Ide. F 2 Thus 


of 


oondly, that burdened Sinners ate in- 


— , m Fůͥũ e ̃˙—rÄ eg ——— 
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Thus it pleaſed the Lord by his Spirit 
to work upon my Heart, by degrees to 
open mine Eyes, and to let in ſome Spiti- 
tual Light into my :Underſtanding, which 
was dark before; and to give ſome Spiri- 
tual Life to my Affections, which were 


dead before. But O the Enemies that did 


then labour to hinder my Converſion, and 
ſtop this Work! .The N orld, by; Allure- 
ments and Diſcouragements, ſought to 
eep me off from Chrilt : My. own deceit- 
ful Heart, and corrupt Diſpoſition within 
me, were no ſmall Enemy-and Hinderance 
to the Work of Grace in my Soul. The 


Dew, the great Adverſary of God's Glory 7 


and qur, Happineſs, came like a roaring 


certainly been foiled, if God by his Om 
nipotent Grace had not ſupported and 


delivered me. When Satan ſaw me firſt Cc 
et my Face towards Heaven, he empley d 


all his Skill and Diligence to hinder it. 
Formerly he had told me Ineededl not Re- 
pent, becauſe I was not guilty of groſs 
Sins ; but now he ſaw that I was ſenſible 


of my Vileneſs and Sinfulneſs by Natuteſ 3 


and Life, he ſaw that Sin was my Burden, 
and chat I was convinced that I muſt fe 


pent or periſh, he left off this Temptæ. 


Zion, and tdld me it wat 700 Leon 10 repels 
get that I was young, and might Jive 


A 


93 


tel 
man 
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many Years, and take my Pleaſure; that 
might repent when I was old, or upon 
a fick Bed. To that end he ſuggeſted to 
me, that᷑ tile Eife of a Chriſtian was a ſad 
uncomfortable Life; that if T entered up- 
on this Courſe, muſt bid Farewell to all 
Mirth and Pleaſure, and ſpend my Days 
in Sorrow. But then I began to think 
with myſelf, that it was better to do fo, 
than he down in Hell-Forments to all 
When Satan ſaw that he could not pre- 
vail in this Temptation, he found out a- 
nother; he went about to perſwade me, 
That if 1 began to walk in the Ways of |} 
God, and did hold eut à ſittle way, it 
was a thouſand to one it I held out to the 
end; I ſhould certainly fall away, and 
turn Apoſtate: And this was the worſt 


Condition of all, to return with the Dog 


to the Vomit, Sc. He brings that Scrip- 
ture to my Mind, I after we bave eſca- 
ped the Pollutions of the Worli, we are 
again entangled theriin, the laller end is 
tworſe than the beginning: For it had been 
better not to have known the Way of Righ- 
trouſneſs, than G27 we bave known it to 
turn from it. He foliowed me with 
this Temptation, but it pleaſed God by his 
Spirit to enable me in ſome meaſure to 
feliſt it and repel it HE I was PAIR, | 
þ | ö 3 = 1 


N 8 
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if God had begun a good Work of Grace 


in me, he was able to carry it on, and to 


keep me from falling away, tho? at that 
time I was not acquainted with thoſe 
Scriptures. that prove the Preſervance oſ 
the Saints. Thus was I troubled and tol- 
ed with various Temptations, and no 
tooner rid of one, but another came. 

I heard a Sermon upon Matth. 13. 45. 
The Kingdom f, Heaven is lite a Mer- 
chant- man, ſeeking goodly. Pearl Md, 
when be bad found one of the great Price, 
went and ſold all that he had to buy it. I re- 
ceived much Light and Comfort from this 
Setmon, and ſaw more of the: tranſcen- 
dent-Excellency of Jeu Chriſt; who wa 
the Pearl of Price, and I thought I could 
moſt willingly part wich all, even Life it. 
e 
Then he tempted me 10 giteſtion the 
Truth of ths Hely Scriptures, and I was 
ut upon it to prove them to bethe Word 
Of Gotl. ThisT was not able to do, there- 
tore this Temptation was the longer upon 
me, and 1 Mas much zerplexed . about 
Wis, aue, DECOR BO” rave tollowed mt 
with ap ene Tony ne. 

„Auer Temptation. 


— 


d 


* 


Wheh this was a little over, he came 
like a roaring. Lion ready to devour me, 
not as an Angel of Light; but 1 

. W475 imſel 


V 
l 
t 
n 
8 
t 
* 
I 
{ 


and ſupport me under theſe grievous Aſ- 


But behold the Policy of Satan ! though 


Fa Real Cbhriſtian 91 
himſelf in his own Colours like a Devil, 
he aſſaulted me with the no Horrid, A. 
theiſtical, and Blaſphemous Temptations, 
that were poſſible for him to invent. He 
ſtruck. deep, and went about to deſtroy 
the Foundation of all Religion : He temp- 
ted me to that which I am aſhamed to 
think of, and even tremble to mention, e- 
ven to believe there was 19 God, nor. De- 
vil, Heaven, nor Hell: Tho' I did not 
believe his Temptation, nor willingly en- 
tertain it, yet could I by no means be rid 
of it; it came very ſtrong upon me, fol- 
lowed me from Bed to Board; and tho' I 
was terrified with the Thoughts of it, I 
could not put it out of my Mind; and I was 
in great Perplexity of Spirit: But the 
Lord was pleaſed ſecretly to preſerve me, 


ſults, and in ſome meaſure to repel them. 


this Temptation did not prevail, it made 
way for Another, which preſenrly fol 
lowed : For he who had tempted me 
to have ſuch horrid Atheiſtical 1 houghts, 
now began to terrifie me for them ; he ſet 
Sin before me in its Aggravations, and 
told me, that now I was worſe than the 
yery Deuils, for they believe that there 
is a God, end tremble ; therefore I then 
thought I ſhould certainly be damned, 

F 4 that 
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that I was paſt all Hopes of Salvation; 1 Pep: 
looked upon myſelf as ripe for Damna- me 
tion, and ready for Hell-Torments. He Þþ 
had often told me it was 100 ſoon to re. Hor 
pent, now he told me it was 700 late. Ma- thelt 
ny Scripture-Threatenings were brought to Ibeld 
my Mind that did exceedingly terrifie ¶ cert. 
me, as that in 1/aiab, There is no Peace, I the 
faith my God, to the Wicked. And that | < 
the wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and ¶ con 
all the Nations that forget God, as I knew If by 
I had done of a long time. Likewiſe || Th 
P/al. 20. 22. and Prov. 1. 24. to the end. I fo! 
When I went about to read the Scripture, I IT. 
then that Place came to my Mind, hat | 
baſt thou to do to declare my Statutes, or to | 
take my Covenant into thy Mouth? Pal, bi 
50. 16. When I had Thoughts of praying I % 
to the Lord for Grace, that Scripture || f 
came freſh into my Mind, be Prayer of || Al 
” the wicked is an Abomination. Theſe, | V6 
with many other Scriptures, did affright 2 
ahd terriſie me, I knew not what to do. C 
I awimyſelf utterly undone without an ] 
Intereſt in Chriſt, and yet I durſt not lay tl 
hold on him for Salvation. h 
I cannot expreſs the Sorrows of my 0 
Mind under theſe ſtrong Convictions, and t 
various Temptations. My Heart was fil- b 
_ with Horror and Terror Day and 
light for ſome Weeks together. O the || 
F 4) & bi 1 Depth ; 
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Depth of Satan's Wiles! He that had led 
me along all my Days in Preſumption, 
now went about to drive me to Deſpair. 
How hard a thing it 1s to keep between 
a- Itheſe two Extremes! Had not God up- 
to held me by his Power and Mercy, I had 
fie (certainly been daſhed to pieces between 
e, theſe two Rocks. 
at | Satan has tempted me to think I had 
1d | committed the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
w {| by my arheiftical and blaſphemous 
ſe Thoughts, and becauſe I ſinned againſt 
q. ſo much Light. This was a great and fore 
e, Trouble to me, and an heavy Burden up- 
on my Conſcience: This Scripturt dif 
% | much terrifie me, Repentance is hid from 
J. bine Eyes; and another, He that believeib 
g vt is condemned alreacy, and the Wrath 
e || of God abideth on him. 1 looked upon 
all the Threatnings as ſpoken to me; e- 
„very thing added to my Sorrow. When 
t 1 read the Promiſes, they adminiſtered no 
. N 1 pies but ade Terror, becauſe 
1 though I had no right to them, or to 
7 | thoſe things they aſſured us. of. "When 1 
heare of the Js of Heaven, and of the 
| Glory of it, it increaſed my Trouble to 
| | think there ſhould be ſo much Happineſs, 
and 1 have no fhare in it, but muſt be 
| || baniſhed from God and Happinefs for e- 
| ver. And when I thought of be Tor 
: | 2s F 5 men 


94 The Chirattey a Trial 


ments of He the Fire that t 17 never 0 
ob, and 2 Worm that ml never = oy 
this I looked upon as the due Deſert of my tion 
Sins, and as my Portion. that 
1 had renounced all my own Righteouf. 
nefs,' I could ſee nothi ng in myſelf but 
What deſerved: Hell; tered at the Gea 
Patience of God to me, I could juſtifie Der 
him tho? he ſhould'damn me. thought fit. 
my felf unworthy to ear, or drink, ot flthir 
breathe, or tread upon the Earth: [looked that 
every Day when God would glorifie him-Icha 
ſelf in my Damnation; but this J kept to Ito! 
myſelf: Thö' others could not but take go 
nbtien of the Sadneſs of my Spirit, and 
Hondered at it; yet I did not tell any how 
& was with me. My Heart was very full, 
And I longed to vent it, but I knew not 
how. To God I durſt not go, being con- 
ſcious of my own Vileneſs. E. aſhamed 
to make known my Condition 10 Man, it 
was ſo bad; I thought none ever had ſuch 
blaſphemous thoughts as I had, I wiſhed 
ſome of the Saints did know my Condi- 
tion, that they might direct me, and pray las 
for me; but could not tell to whom to 
apply myſelf. 5 
Thus was I in Perplexity, toſſed to and 
| 9, _—_ not comforted. And tho' the 
leaſed to uphold me, and keep 
me u. hör Ain into the Pit of De/pair, 
| yet 
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go yet I was very near it. I was encompaſſed 
ie about with ſo many and great Tempta- 
myſ tions, and they came ſo ſtrong upon me, 
that I could not hold out any longer to 
uf. conceal my Trouble: Then the Lord put 
but it into my Mind to acquaint my Uncle 
the Gearing with my ſad Condition; but the 
ife Devil . endeavoured all he could to hinder 
ght it, by perſwading me that it was a fooliſh 
Of thing to declare my Wickedneſs to one 
Ked that was ſo holy; that I ſhould but pur- 
im: ¶ chaſe his ill Opinion of me, and cauſe him 
t to i to hate and abhor me, and do myſelf no 
ake good at all by telling him of it: Yet, 
and Ii I had a Deſire to do it, and had no 
ow Reſt in my Spirit till J had done it. But 
ull, ſometimes I wanted an Opportunity, and. 
not Ffometimes when I would have ſpoken, 1 
on. could net. But at laſt a fit Opportunity 
was prefented upona Sabbath-Day Night, 
al being in Bed except my Uncle and my 
ſelt. 1 was reſolved to open my Heart 
A 85 
When! began to ſpeak, my Mouth was 
3 it were ſtopped, but with trembling 1 
forced myſelf to fpeak, and made known 
my ſad Condition. I told him what grie- 
vous Blaſphemous Thoughts I had,and 
that I was affraid I had committed the Sin 
apainſt the Holy Ghoſt, and thought there- 
lore I ſhould certainly be damned, 2 


| 
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had no hopes of Salvation; but I deſired 


his Prapers for me, and his Advice in a 
Matter ef ſuch Confequence. ' It pleafed 


the Lord to affect his Heart with my Con- 
dition. He told me it was not my Sin to 


be tempted, if I did not yield to the 
Temptation: And therefore it ſhould not 
drive me to defpair of God's Mercy, He 
ſaid it was a Sign I had not committed the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe I was 
affraid I had committed it. He ſpoke 
much of the gracious Nature of God, 
and of his Willingneſs to fave Sinners; 
and, as I remember, he told me of many 
and great Sinners in Seripture, to whom 
God had ſhewed Mercy, as Manaſſab, 
and Mary Magdalen, and the Thief upon 
ibe'Croſs.. He alſo directed me to many 
ſweet Promiſes in Scripture ; but that 
eſpecially which is never to be forgotten, 
Ezek. 306. 25, 26. Then will I ſprinkle chan 
Water upon you, and you ſball be clean; from 
all your Filthineſ5, and from all your Idols 
will I cleanſe you. A new Heart alſo will l 
give you, and a new Spirit will ] put within 


you, &c. He told me every one might 


lay hold on this Premiſe. When he read 
theſe Scriptures to me, my Heart rejoiced, 
and I began to hope God would pardon 


me, and give me a new Heart, and cauſe 


me to walk in his Ways. He allo gave 


meg 
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as 


| ſhould find thereby, c. 


to ſay, but wanted not Sighs and Tears? 


made good to me, Then ſhall we know 
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me very good Counſel,” particularly to be 
conſtant in the Excellent Duty of Secrez 
Prayer, and told me the great Benefit I 

Now having made known my Conditi- 
on, and declared my Trouble, and hearing 
theſe gracious Promiſes to poor Sinners, 1 
found ſome Eaſe and Satisfaction in my 
Mind, and the beginning of Comfort in 
my Soul. I reſolved to put theſe Duties 
in practice, Secret Prayer, Self=examina-- 
tion, Meditation, c. But I was altoge- 
ther a Stranger to theſe inward Heart- 
Duties, I knew not how to perform them 
as I ought. How many times have I 
kneeled down to pray, and knew not what 


And ſo my Neceſſity, and the Senſe of my 
Vileneſs, and deareſt Deſires after Chriſt 
and his Grace, put Wordsintomy Mouth. 
Tho' my Duties were miſerably lame and 
defective, yet they were performed with 
mueh Earneſtneſs and Importunity; and 
think I may ſay in Sincerity; ſurely then 
eart was in every Word, and in 


47,4 4 * 


that Promiſe was Comfortable to me, f 
there be firſt-a willing Mind, it is accepted 
with God, &c. I found that Scripture 


if 
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if we follow on to! know the Lord. And 
that in Ja. 42. 16. I will bring the Blind 
by the way that they knew not; I will make 
Darkneſs Light before them, and crooked 
things ſtrait : Theſe things will J do unto 
them, and not forſake them, ſaith the Lord. 
Theſe, and fuch Scriptures were fweet, 
and: I: began to ſearch the Bible to find 
them: And when the Lord was pleaſed 
to ſet them home upon my Heart, they 
| _ were as Cordials many times to my faint- 
| ing Soul. | l | 
But tho" I had ſome Comfort and Sup- 
port, yet whs I not free from Temptations 
and Trouble of Mind. My ſpiritual E- 
nemies ſtrove hard to hinder my Godly 
Courſe, and turn me from it, had not the 
Lord been ſtronger than they. My Sin 
was a heavy Burden to me, and I had 


| . - earneſt Deſires after Chriſt; yet 1 found 


it very hard to believe. Satan laboured 
to perſwade me, that I ] not elected to 
Salvation; and therefore, whatever I did, 
I ſhould never be faved.' This was no 
ſmall Trouble to my Spirit; but it plea- 
ſed the Lord to direct me to a Book, in 


which I found much Satisfaction con- 


cerning this Matter. 
Then Satan told me, He that belicyeth 
not, ſhould be damned; and therefore, be- 
cauſe I was full of Unbelief and Doubting, 
| ] was 
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I was condemned already. But when I 
was 1n great Trouble about this, it pleaſed 
the Lord to caſt in this Seripture, If we 
believe not, yet he abideth faithful, he cannot 
deny himſelf. This did very much ſup- 
port me, and ſo did theſe following Pro- 
miſes, which I had not taken notice of 
before, nor applied to myſelf, Iſa. 55. 1. 
and all this Chapter; and Mat. 14. 28. 
Job. 7. 37. Rev. 22. 17. Job. 3. 16. Mat, 
7. 7. Pſal. 30. 18. Fob. 16. 24. Pſal. 84. 
11. Ja. 40. 27. P/al. 27. 14. Lament. 3. 


24, 25, 26. Pſal. 147. 11. Pal. 26 3, 4. 


Ia. 50. 10. Ja. 41. 10. Ja. 43. 24, 25, 
Jſa. 44. 22. 1 Job. 1. 9. 1 70%. 2. 1. Mark 
1. 18, 19. Rom. 6. 14. Ezek. 34. 6. P/al. 
103. 8, 9. Job. 17. 9. Prov. 4. 18. Phil, 


1. 6. Fob. 10. 7. Rom, 16. 20. Heb. 4. x5. 


Theſe Promiſes, with many more, was 


the Lord f. to give me in the time 


of my Diſtreſs and Trouble of Spirit, and 
I found them reviving Cordials. O how 
welcome was a Promiſe to me! When [I 


have been ready to deſpair, and to give up 
all for loſt, and had nothing to ſupport 


me ; then I did take the Bible mto my 
Hand, and deſire God to direct ſome ſu- 
table Promife to me; and opening the 
Bible the firſt place I have caſt mine E 

upon, hath often been a precious and ſu- 


able Promiſe, and hath been ſet home 


with 
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with ſuch Power as wonderfully to com. 
Once, being under great Fear and Ter- 
ror, I opened the Bible, and the firſt 
place I fixed my Eye upon, was IJſa. 54. 4: 
Fear not, for thou ſhalt not be. confounded, 
nor put to ſhame , thou ſhall forget the 
Shame of thy Youth ; thy Maker is thy Hus- 
band, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name, and 
thy Redeemer the Holy one of Iſrael, the 
God of the whole Earth ſpall be be called : for 
the Lord hath called thee as a Woman for- 
 ſaken and grieved in Spirit, &c. For a 
ſmall Moment have I forſaken thee, but 
with great Mercy will I gather thee. In 
little Wrath I bid my Face for a moment, 
but with everlaſting Kindneſs will I have 
Mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord, thy Re- 
deemer, &c. I was wonderfully affected in 
the reading theſe ſweet Promiſes, and took 
it as a Voice from Heaven to me, becauſe 
I had defired ſome ſuch ſutable Promiſe. 
At another time, being in great Trou- 
ble, and fearing I ſhould never hold out, 
but beovercome by Sin and Satan, I open- 
ed my Bible, aud the firſt place I fixed 
my Eye upon, was Iſa. 41. 10. Fear noi, 
for I am with thee , be not diſmayed, for l 
am thy God: I will trengthen thee, yea 1 
_ 4vill belp thee, yea I will upbold ghee will 
the rigbi band of my Righteouſneſs. |} 
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cannot expreſs the Comfort I received by 
this ſutable and ſeaſonable Promiſe. 

One Sabbath Day Night, being till 
followed with Temptations, full of un- 
believing Doubts and Fears; I was much 
troubled about it, that I who had recei- 
ved ſuch great Mercies, ſhould have ſuch 
vain Thoughts, and be fo full of Unbe- 
lief. Notwithſtanding the Experience I 
had of God's Goodneſs and Mercy to me, 
and the Aſſurance I had before of his 
Love, was tempted to think that I was 
not elected, and that therefore all I did 
was to no purpoſe, and that I ſhould ne- 
ver be ſaved: This was a ſubtile and 
ſtrong Temptation: Satan did not only 
abours to drive me off from all Duty, but 
to weaken my Faith, and bring me to 
Deſpair : But the Lord, who had many 
times before wonderfully reſcued me from 

the roaring Lion, would not ſuffer me to 
be foiled by him, but was pleaſed to pre- 

[nt that Scripture to my Eye, There is 
Temptation bas taken you, but ſuch 25 
Fanndn to Men; and God 1s Faithful, 

bo will not ſi fer you to be tempted above 
bat you are able, but will with the Temp- 

auion m-ke 4 way to eſcape, that ye may. 
able to bear it. en 
At another time, being greatly troubled 
ith Unbelief, that Place in the Revela- 


tion 


[ 
} 
t 
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Hons was terrible to me. The Fearful und 
Unbeheving Hall have their part in the 
Lake that burns with Fire and Brimftone, 
which is the ſecond Death. This made me 
exceedingly affraid : I thought if the Fear. 
ful and Unbelie vin ſhould periſh, then 
ſurely I ſhould, becauſe I was ſo full o 
Fears, and Doubts, and Unbelief. But the 
Lord did not leave me in. this great 
Streight, he would not ſuffer me to be o- 
verwhelmed with Sorrow but quickly di- 
rected me toa ſutable and ſeaſonable Scrip- 
ture, that was as comfortable as the other 
was terrible, 2 Tim. 2. 13. J we beiien 
not, yet he abideth faithful, be cannot den 
himſelf. This Promiſe was very ſweet, and 
ſutable to my preſent Condition; neither 
did I remember there was ſuch a Place 
betore. I heſe, and many of the fore- named 
Promiſes were given me in my Trouble 
and Diſtreſs; and the Lord enabled me 
by the Spirit to make Application of 
to my own Soul for my Confolcl 


' Certainly I may ſay with David, I Gu 


minted, unleſs 1 d believed to ſee thi 
2 of the Lord in iv: Land of th 


Living. The forrows of Death did compals 
me about, and the Pains of Hell gat a. 
upon me, I found Trouble and Sorrow. The 
called I upon the Nam? of the Lord, O Lord 
J beſcech thee, deliver my Sou! Graco 
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is the Lord, and righteous, yea our God 1s 
merciful ; I was brought low, and be help- 
ed me, Return unto thy Reſt, O my Soul, 
for the Lord hath deals bountifully with 
thee. In the Multitude of my Thoughts 
within me, thy Comforts delight my Soul. 
In the Day when 1 cried, thou anſweredſt 
me, and ſtrengtheneſt me with Strength 
in my Soul. Bleſſed be the Lord, becauſe 
he hath heard the Voice of my Suppli- 
cation, the Lord is my Strength and my 
Song; my Hearts truſted in him, and I am 
l helped, If it had not been the Lord, who 
bad been on my fide, when Satan roſe up 
if againſt me, be had ſurely ſwallowed me up. 
i The Lord has called me out of Darkneſs 
into bis marvelous Light. He hath pluck- 
ed me as a Fire-hrans ut of Hell, and (et 
me in the way to Heaven : So that I may 
lay again and again, Great is bis Mercy 
towards me, for be hath delivered my Soul 
from the loweſt Hell. 
But, O! why is it that I am ſo l= 


TY : O'''itle ſen- 
fible of his Doren * 410 
* S LJellverance | How can 


look back upon all this without admi- 
ning the Free Grace, and undſerved Love 
of God towards ſuch a worthleſs Worm as 
|, Who was an Enemy to him, and a Re- 
bel againſt him, and had nothing in me 
but what deſerved Hell? O that ever the 
Lord ſhould from Eternity elect and 

* chooſe 
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chooſe me to Salvation, through Jeſy{Chriſt 


Chriſt! That God ſhould paſs by thou 
ſands, and let them alone to periſh in 
their Sins, and caſt a Look of Love up. 
on me, and when I was in my Blood, ſay 
unto me, Live ! That he ſhould not only 
give his Son for me, but to me! That he 
ſhould take me, with the Prodigal, from 
the Trough, and with the Beggar from 


me, b 
All th 
on of 
had th 
and P 
and ſ 
my .So1 
boy N 


the Dunghil, and make me an Heir of forget 
all thi 


Glory! When I read that Chriſt's Flock 


is but @ little Flock, and that trait ii 


the Gate, and narrow is the Way that 
kad io Life, and few there be that find 
it; I cannot but wonder that I ſhould be 
in that Number! And becauſe I cannot 
ſufficiently admire, I will therefore adore 
my Good God. But what Returns ſtiould 
I now make to the Lord for all this Mer- 
cy! Ot myſelf I am not able to think a 
good Thought, it is unlikely then I ſhould 
make any ſuitable Return! I have nothing 
of my Own but Sin, and that is God's E- 
nemy which he periecti; hates. I am not 
my own, for I am bought with a Frice; 
Therefore, if I give myſelf to him, it 1s 
but that which was his own befofe ; Yet 


this will I do, becaule I have nothing elk: 
to give; 1 will give my Soul and Body b 
to the Lord's, expecting Acceptance 


only for the Sake and Merits of Jeſus 
r 


dureth 
ing 80 
Thing. 
and } 
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Chriſt. Surely God requires nothing of 
me, but what he hath firſt given to me. 
All that he requireth, is but the RefleCti- 
on of his Love back again, when I have 
had the Comfort of it. O what Thanks 
and Praiſe ſhould I render to the Lord, 
and ſay with David, Bleſs the Lord, O 
my Soul, and all that is within me bleſs bis 
bay Name ! Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and 


Eforget not all bis Benefits! He forgiveth: 
Jl! thine Iniguities, &c. Thou art my God, 
and I will praiſe tbee; thou art my God, 


and I will extel thee : O give Thanks unto 
the Lord, for beiis good; for his Mercy en- 
dureth for ever | For he ſatisfieth the long- 
ing Soul, and filleth the Hungry with good 
Things. I will bleſs the Lord at all times, 
and his Praiſe ſhall be continually in my 


| Mouth. I will love the Lord, becauſe he 


þ 
1 


las beard the Voice of my Supplication ; 
becauſe he has inclined his Ear unto me, 
tberefore will I call upon bim as long as I 
live. I will.extoi thee, my God, O King, I 
will bleſs tby Name for ever and ever ! I 


Iwill praiſe the Lord while I live, I will fing 


Praiſe to my God while I have any Being. 
And now, when I look back upon this, 
1 cannot but rejoice in the Lord, and joy 
in the God of my Salvation; becauſe I 
hope I .have gone through the Pangs of 
the New-Birih, and truly enter'd in he 
” t 
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my Life paſt. O what did I loſe, when! 
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ſtrait Gate, and am now going the nar. Peri 
row Way that leads to Eternal Life, which Pens © 
I hope to obtain through the Merits ef ewe h. 
Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. 10:5 25. 

And again, When I reflect and look 
back upon all theſe Things, what Cauſe 
have I to bewail the Sins of my Youth, ud, fon 
and the State of my Unregeneracy, which Whe 
was ſpent in Sin an Vanity, and in thoſe ght 


OW UN 
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things wherein there is no Profit? If God peak f 


ſhould remember againſt me the Sins of Nempt 
my Youth, he might write bitter things hen I « 
againſt me. If I ſhould live the Age of (hank! 
Methuſalab, and - ſpend all my Time in Pe: C 
weeping, the Tears of my Life to come irt 
were not ſufficient to bewail the Sins of * 
n Wor 
enjoyed no Communion with God! How Ie L 
much richer might I have been in Grace od, | 
and Holineſs, had I ſet out in the Way to nd 1 
Heaven ſooner | But this is my Comfort, IA. f 
tho* I did not come in at % firſt Hour, I. Ia 
yet I did not ſtay till tbe 1aft. This was ese 
the Lord's Mercy. But my Sins before { his: 
Converſion, are not all the Sins which I Þ 
have to mourn for, but the Sins which 1 I A 
have been guilty of ince; and in ſome onſol: 
meaſure my Sins are greater /ince, than N enl 
they were before. For 1 have now ſinned Fm. 
againſt clearer Light, dearer Love, more ,” mfo 
Manifeſtations of God's Goodneſs, more C be 
7 Experience 
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xperience of his Kindneſs, more Reſolu- 
ions to obey him, greater Obligations to 
erye him; ſo that I am aſhamed to thinx 
ow unthankful my Walking hath been, 
ince the Lord hath given me fome Deſires 

o ſerve him, ſome Care to pleaſe him, 
nd ſome Fear to offend him. | 
When he vias pleaſed firſt to lift up the 
ight of his Countenance upon me, and 
peak Peace to my Soul, after ſo many 
ſemptations, and Troubles of Conſcience; 
hen 1 did not only ſerve him with Joy and 
Thankfulneſs, but alſo with Life and Vi- 
gor: O how was my Heart affected with 
piritual Things! When ! prayed, it was 
ich Senſe and Feeling; it was not only, 

n Word, but I poured out my Soul before 
Lord. When I heard the Word of 
od, how did I hear as for my Life, 
Ind performed every Duty as for Eter- 
ity ! I did not look upon Duty meerly. 
a Task, but accounted 1t a great Pri- 
lege to darw nigh to God in the Ways 

F his Appointment. I found it was not 
n vain to ſeek him, I was even filled with 
e Aumiration of his Love, and the 
onſolations of the Spirit; and my Heart 
as enlarged, and ran the Ways of his 
ommand ments with great Delight and 
omfort: I could ſay w:th the Charch, 
% ihe Apple- tree among the Trees of the 
: Es | Mood, 
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Wood, ſo was my Beloved Fefus to my Soul; 
ate down under bis Shadow with great 


Delight, and bis Fruit was ſweet unto my 
Taſte. I could in ſome meaſure ſay with 
David, As the Heart panteth after Va. 
ter-brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, 
O God : My Soul thirſteth for God, fi 
the living God ; When ſhall I come and ap 
pear before God? O God, thou art m 
God, early will I ſeek thee: My Flt 


longeth for thee in a dry and tbirſty Land 


where no Water is, How amiable are th 
Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! My So 


longetk; yea even fainteth for the Court; 


of the Lord; for a Day in thy Courts i 
better than a thouſand, &c. My Soul wait 
eth for God, from whom cometh my Salva 
tion. He only is my Rock and my Salus 
lion; be is my Defence, I ſhall not 
greatly moved. In God is my Salvation 
and my Glory, the Rock of my Strength 
and my Refuge is in God. Becauſe th 
Loving - kindneſs is better than Life, n 
Lips ſhall praiſe thee ; my Soul ſhall þ 
ſatisfied as with Marrow and Faint! 
and uy Mouth ſhall praiſe thee with jo 
ful Lips. With my whole Heart bave 
fought thee, O Lord; let me not wan 
from thy Commandments. Thou art n 


Portion, O Lord, I bave ſaid I will ket 
thy Precepts, for with them thou ha 
quickenti 
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I things here below with an indifferent eye; 


I Life dear to myſelf, fo I may finiſh 


is my Melli ation all the Day. How ſweet 
is thy Word to my Taſte ! yen ſweeter than 
Honey to my Mouth ; therefore I love thy 
7 anos above Gold, yea above fine 
Gold. 5 

Thus was my Heart 
my Mouth with Praiſe; and tho* my 
Dwelling was on Earth, yet my Conver- 
ſation was in Heaven. I looked upon all 


I could in ſome meaſure ſay with Paul, 
None of theſe things move me, neither count 


my Courſe with Foy, I was able then to 
make a ſpiritual Uſe of every Providence, 
and of every Mercy, and of every thing I 
met with. I found the aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit to perform ſpiritual Duties 
in a ſpiritual manner, and helping and di- 


recting me to ſome Duties which I never 


knew to be my Duty. And tho” Icannot 


ſay I was wholly free from Temptation, 


yet I can ſay, whenever Satan began to 
{et upon me, I was enabled to fee that ir 
was à Temptation, and preſently to run 
to Jetus Chriſt for Succour and Relief, 
and to apply the Promiles unto my Soul; 
and quickly found Comfort, and was 
ſoon ſreed from Temptation. 


lav 
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qhickened me. O how love I thy Law! it 


filled with Joy, and 


But in this my Proſperity I was ready to | 
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ſay, I ſhall never be removed, I began to 


think I ſhall never be in Adverſity; and 


ſometimes I was ready to gueſtion whe- 
ther I was one of God's Children, becauſe 
I had no Afflictions: I:thought God did 


not love me, becauſe he did not chaſten 


me; I thought J could bear any thing he 
ſhould lay upon me. As TI valued not 
Life, fo I feared not Death; I thought 1 
could freely; and willingly lay down my 


Life for Chriſt, if I was called-to it. But 


this. joyful, lively, active frame of Spirit 


did not long continue; in about a quarter 


of a Year it began to abate, and I began 
ta be more cold and indifferent in ſpiri- 
tual things, and not to be ſo active and 
lively as before. This was a great trou- 
ble to me, and made me queſtion all 


that was paſt. I thought I ſhould till 


3 have grown better and better, and not 


. 


| 


ibe knewledge of car 
fus Chriſt, they are again entangled therein, 


worſe. Then that Scripture was terrible 
to me, 2 Pet. 2. 29, If after they have 
eſcaped the pollutions of the World through 
rd and Saviour Je- 


and overcome, their latter end is worſe than 
ther binning. Andthat Scripture, Heb. 6. 
4. Ii is impoſſible for thoſe that were once 
enlightened, and have tajted the good Ward of 


Cod, &c. if they fall away, to renew them 
ain. id repentance, Allo that Text, Rev. 
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3. 15. 16. Becauſe thou art neither bot not 
cold, I will ſpew thee vut of my mouth, | was 
much ſenſible of my back ſlidings fear d I 
ſhould turn Apoſtate. Had not that ſweet 
Promiſe interpoſed, I twill heul their back-- 
ſlidings and love them freely : ] had been 
certainly ſwallowed up in Deſpair: Satan, 
that roaring Lion -came upon me very 
fiercely z but that Scripture was. very com- 
fortable to me, I will put my fear into their 
hearts, and my. ſpirit into thein inward 
parts, and they will never depart from me. 
And whom he loveth, be loveth to the end. 
And he that bath begun a good Work, will 
perform it unto the day of Feſus Chriſt. 
And faithful is be that hath called you, v 
Ma iin 

Theſe and other Scriptures did ſupport 
me, I could not attain to my former 
lively performance. of holy Duties, nor 
had I that Communion with God in holy 
Duties as formerly; which was no ſmall 
trouble to me, and kept me from rejoi- 
cing in God: Vet I cannot ſay but I had 
ſametimes Aſſurance o God's love; but not 
(onſtant iy, as I had before. 

Then ny Grandmother being ſick, I 
vent to be with her at my Uncle's Houſe : 
He being a very goocl Man, his Company 
was no ſmall Comfort to me: My Grand- 
mother alſo being A Very Pius. Women, 
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was always ſpeaking of what was good. 

Tenjoy d much of God while I was there; 

but yet was many times in fear about my 

Spiritual State, and much troubled with 

the Temptations of Satan. ae 
After I had been there a quarter of a 


Year, it pleaſed the ford to viſit me with 


the Small Pox, winch was a very fore Di- 
ſeaſe to me. I was brought ſo low, as to 
be given over for dead by moſt, if not all 
that ſaw me; and once they thought 1 
had been actually dead. When I was 
firſt ſick, I began to bein great fear what 


Vould become of me if I ſhould die; but 


this Cloud was ſoon blown over, and the 
Lord was pleaſed to ſhine-upon me with 
the Light of his Countenance, and ſpeak 
Peace to my Conſcience : And when 1 
was 4s weak as 1 think any could be, and 
live, yet had I then much inward jay and 
Comfort ; the Promiſes were as Cordials 


to my fainting Spirits. That Promiſe, 


Ja. 41. 10. did often refreſh me, Fear not 


for I am with tbee; be not diſmayed, for 1 


am thy God; I will ſtrengtben thee, I will 


| help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the 
-right band of my righteouſneſs. That allo 


P/al. 73. 35. My fleſh, and my heart failetb, 
but God1s the ſtrengib of my heart, and my 
portion for ever. So Pſal, 43. 5. Why art 


— * a * 
— 


df 


thou caft dun, O my Soul ? Why art thou 
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diſquieted within me? Hope thou in God, 
for 1 ſhall yet praiſe Bim who is the bealth 
of my countenance, and my God, Thele, 
and many other Promiſes, were my Sup- 
port in the Day of my Diſtreſs. 5 
I had then ſuch aſſurance of God's Good 
neſs and Love to meꝭ and of the Pardon of 
my Sins, anckoß my Intereſt im Chriſt, that 
I longed for Death, and could not bear the 
thoughts of living any longer. I had ſuch 


Fore-taftes of Heaven, that I cared not 


for the Earth: I earneſtly deſired to be diſ- 


folved, and to be withChriſt,which is beſt of 


all. I thought if I ſhould live any longer, 
} ſhould but fin againſt God, and that I 


could not glorifie him in my Life, as I de- 


fired. I thought if he ſhould reſtore me, I 
ſhould not be enabled to walk anſwerably 


to ſo great a Mercy. Theſe, and other 


ſuch Reafons, made me impatient of Life, 
and long for Death. I was angry with 
any that prayed for my Life. I now fear 
that 1 did ſin in being ſo deſirous of 
Death, and not ſubmitting my Will to 
the Will of God, to be at his Diſpoſal, 
whether for Death or Lite. | 


So it pleaſed the Lord, after a long and 


tedious Sickneſs, to raiſe me up from 
the very Gates of Death: This was look- 
ed upon as almoſt a Reſurrection from ihe 
Dead ; for which great Deliverance I can 
5 G 3 never 
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never be fufficiently thankful. And be. 
cauſe I ſo much deſired to die, I did not 


prize my Life, and this Deliverence as I 


| I ſhould have done: Neither did I render 
the Lord according to the Mercy I recei- 
ved from him. I.defire now to be truly 


_thankful-to-the Lord for all his Mercies, 


and to ſhew forth my Thankfulneſs, by 


walking more cloſely with him all the, 


hed of ME) Lite, 


| The falling en encouragi 1 ons 
amung others, were collected by him 


out of ſev ral Books and Sermons, 
 avdare printed from bis own Papers, 


in hope being uſeful for the war 


fort of others. 


19 | 
"HOU that com "8 hard 
Heart, and fain 0 mourn for 
5 Sins 3 to thee-1 ſay, be not diſeonra- 
bed, thy Hardueſ, feared and felt, is not 
the Plague of Hardnefs: It is the Diſeaſe 


indeed of the Heart, but it is not theCurſe, 


ir ſhall not deſt roy thee. Thou may ſt be 


comforted under Hardneſs felt wy be 


wailed, and pray'd A true Ten- 
derneſs about Sin is a ways accompanied 


with. diſlike and hatred againſt Sin, and 
with 
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and Supporto 314 5; 
with watching and ſtriving againſt it: if 
thou haſt ſo much Tendernels, bleſs God, 
and be thankful. FLY 


r 


———— — 


1 
There is no Inſtance can be given of a 
Soul utterly forſaken of God, that can mourn 
for the want of his Preſence, If God's I ove 
be precious to thee and moſt deſirable, . 
be thankful, it is not Grace that is denied 
thee, but only Comfort. She that mourned. 
that her Beloved was gone and had with- 
drawn himſelf, was a Spouſe ſtill ; ſhe had 
an Intereſt in the Bridegroom, tho” ſhe ſaw * | ! 
him not᷑. Diſeaſes felt in the Soul, feldom \ [!! 
prove mortal. Deſire after Chriſt and Sance- 
tification is a Sign of no utter Rejection: 
The Soul that can truly deſire Mercy, is 
not totally excluded Mercy. O let tempted 
troubled Souls then be comforte l!!! 
The bleſſed God hath a compaſſionate {| |] 
open Ear to all ſenſible ſelf bemoaning 
Sinners; Fer. 31. 18: I bave furely heard || 
Ephraim bemoaning himſelf z there are none 
ſuch but fhall be beard of God. They ſhall 
be loved of God that loath themſelves : 
They ſhall be acquitted of God that con- 
demn themſelves z his merciful Ear is ſtill 
open to Selt-bemoaning Sinners. When 
once a Sinner comes to himſelf, he is not 
far from God, Ifa. 40. 27. Vhy ſayeſt thons | 


— 
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O Facob, and ſpeakeſt, O Iſrael, my way is 
Vid from the Lord, and my Yudgment is 
paſſed over from my God ? The inward 


God hath caſt them off, and ſhut his Door 
of Mercy upon them, and will never con- 

cern ' himſelf more in their Salvation; 
Such unkind thoughts we are apt to have 
of a.good God, when Conſcience brings 
cur. Sins to a bitter remembrance. Well 
now, faith God, Why ſay'ft thou, O Jacob? 
the words are a Reproof for Diſtruſt of 
God. Why doſt thou think and ſpeak fo 
unkindly of me, as that I ſhould caſt thee 
out of my care and thoughts? My way is 
hid. from the Lord: What is the meaning 
of that? Why God takes no notice of my 
Wretchednefs to commiſerate my Condi- 
tion, and relieve me; he cares net what 
becomes of me or my ways. And my way 
is bid that he cannot help me, and my judge 
ment is pr ſſed from my God: that is, there 
is a Sentt ace of Death paſt on me, there is 
no eſcaping z but ſee how compaſſionate 
the Lord ſpeaks, Why doſt thou ſay ſo, 


poor Soul ! I am not thoughtleſs and re- 
gardlels of thee, as thou ſay'ſt. v. 28, 29. 
Haſt thou not known and heard, the ever- 
l God gives power lo the faint, and 10 
them that have no mig bi, increaſes ſtrength ? 
Such as are deſponding and hopeleſs in 
1 chem - 


Thought of many ſenſible Sinners is, that 
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themſelves, God raiſes them up: They 
that wait on the Lord, ſhall renew their 
ſtrength 3. God in his time will refreſh e- 
very weary Soul. 15 


The Covenant of Grace is God's free 
Offer and Promiſe of Life and Salvation 
by Chriſt to all Sinners that ſhall believe 
in him. It is a gracious and firm Obli- 
gation, in which God doth make over 
himſelf, and all his goodneſs in Chriſt, to 
all Believers. It is a great matter for 
God to be our God in ſpecial Covenant; 
when he faith, I will be your God, it is as 
if he ſhould have faid, I will beſtow my- 
ſelf upon you: What lam, I am for the; 
my Spirit, my Comforts, my Son, my 
Love, my Goodneſs, my Aﬀiſtance, my 
Happineſs, it is hine; my Holineſs ſhall 
make you holy, my Wiſdom thath make 
you wiſe, ' my Righteouſneſs ſhall. make 
you righteous. Whatfoever a God can 
do for his People, I will do for you; you 
{hail have all things needful for you, all 
things deſirable. All that you can expech 
from a God, expect it from me ; L will 
be gracious to paſs by thy Unwor hinels ;. 
1 will be merc.ful to pardon thy Sins; 
1 will be Holineſs to change thy Nature; 
J will be A fliſtance to thee in Duty; E 
wilt be contort to thee in Troubie; & 
1044 65 ill 
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will be Wiſdom to cure thy Folly; 
will be Plenty to thy Wants; 1 will be 
Strength to thy Weakneſs ; I will give 
Blefling to your Eftates; J will be Provi- 
dence as to your Dangers ; I will be Pre- 
Jervation as to your Perſons; I will be 
Salvation to your Souls; 1 will be your 
Sun and Shield; I will be Your Recom- 
pence and exceeding great Reward; [ 
will be a God unto you ; I will be your 
God, and Guide unto Death, and your 
Portion for ever. This is for God to b 
our God in fpecial Covenant. 


There may be Faith where there is no 
Aſſurance. Remember it; O my Soul, 
for thy Comfort, and make a right uſe 
of it. Thou may'ſt be a true Believer, tho 
thou art but a weak Believer ; nay, tho 
chou art ready to think thyſelf mo Be. 
lie ver. It is one thing to have an Intereſt 
in Chriſt and Salvation, and another to 
know it, It is poſſible for many a good 
Chriſtian to truſt in God, and belieye in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and yet in time of Diſertion 
and Temptation, he may not know it. A 
Soul under the Eclipſe of God's Counte- 
nance may think himſelf in a loſt Condi- 
tion, as David did, I/ aid I am cut off from 
Li - before thine Eyes, Plal. 31. 22. but it was 
ES | not 
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not ſo, for God then heard the Voice of 
his Supplication. A man may truly fear 
the Lord, and obey the Voice of his Ser- 
vants, and yet may walk u Darkneſs and 
fee no Lipht, Ha. 50. 10. Sn ſaid, the 


Lord bath forſaken me, my Go hath for- 


gotten me, Ia. 49. 14. but it was not ſo. 
There may be Faith of Adherence, where 
there is not Faith of Evidence. The Sou! 
may cleave faſt to Chrift, and ſay, 77 7 
« periſh, 1 will periſh at thy Foot, hoping, 
« wailing, truſtiug; tho" thou killeſt me, 
« yet I wili truſt in thee 3 tho' I know 
&« not whether thou loveſt me, yet I will 
& endeavour to love thee”, There may be 
Faith without Aflurance, otherways true 
juſtifying Faith may be 1%; for Aſſurance 
is with ſome quite 4%, at leaſt for 
a time; but true Faith cannot be loſt; it 
may decay, but not fail. I have prayed for 
thee that thy Faith fail not, ſaith Chriſt to 
Peter : This Prayer he makes for all Be- 
lievers. They alſo that have ſome Aſſu- 
rance of their Salvation, have it not 1n 
the ſame meaſure. 

There may be a good meaſure of Aſſu- 
rance, tho? not full Aſſurance. There is a 
probable Aſſurance, I mean when a Chri- 
ſtiap, comparing his Heart and Life with, 
the Example of Chriſt, and Rule of the 
Words, finds, that tho' he hath ſame reaſon, 

to 
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120 Chriſtian Encouragements 
to fear leſt he ſhould be an Hypocrite, yet 
he fees more cauſe to hope than to fear, 


When after he hath fearched himſelf, 


made an impartial Trial of himſelf, he 


comes to this Concluſion : Tho? 1 am not 


as confident I ſhall go to Heaven, as I am 


that there is a Heaven; yet | bleſs God, 
I ſee more ground to hope that my Sins 
are pardoned, and that I am in a ſtate of 
Salvation, than to fear it is otherwiſe. 


When I reaſon the Caſe with my Soul,! 


have more Arguments for me, than agaiuſt 
me, and can lay, if I die this moment, it 
is not only poſlible, but probable that F 
ſhould be faved; this L call a probable 


Aſſurance. There may be Doubts and 


Fears, where there is this Aſſurance, be- 
cauſe Doubts and Fears do not always 
proceed from the Weakneſs of Grace, but 


ſometimes from the Strength of Tempta- 
tion. A; Man, that hath but a weak Faith, 
if he-mect with no Temp ation, ſhall fearce 


know what caubting means, and a Man 
of a. ftrong Faith, under ſtrong Templa- 
tions, may not be ahle to overcome Fear: 


and Dou big. If, Afrrance did exclude all 


Doubts and Fears, then it ſnhould be per- 
ſuct; but as. our Faith and all other Graces 

are imperfect, fo is Aſſurance alſo. 
None have Aſſurance at all times, it is 
like the Weather, ſometimes fair, ſome- 
TE) 
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times foul; yea, in the ſame Day fair in 
the Morning, and cloudy before Night. 

David had ſuch ſtrong Faith at one time, 
that he would not fear, tho' ten thouſand 
ſet themſelves againſt him; he would not 
fear, tho* he ſhould paſs thro? the Valley 
of the ſhadow of Death : At another time 
he was ſo full of Fear, that he faith he 


ſhall one Day periſh by the Hauds of Saul. 


V. 

We can never have too high, too vaſt 
Thoughts of the Goodneſs of God; we 
do not think aright of God, if we do not 
think him more ready to give, than we 
are to ask. There is nothing thou canſt 
go to God, for that is according to his 
Will, but he is ten thouſand times more 
ready to beftow than thou art to ask. 
A child of God may go to him with as 
tull Confidenee of his eg as a Child 
to the moſt tender Parent in the World; 
nay much more abundantly : The bleffed 
Majeſty of Heaven is iaclin'd to ſuccour 
and relieve thoſe that are in Diſtreſs and 
Miſery. He that puts Bowels of Com- 
paſſion and Pity into Man, ſhall not he 


himſelf be mueh more pitiful and com- 


paſſionate ? Excd. 3:4. 6. He is merciſul and 


£racious,. he delights in wolh.iig more than 


You 


bed ing Mercy. 
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Tou can do nothing more grateſul to 
God, nor pleaſe him, better, than to plead 


for Mercy, Mich. 7.18. When thou plead- 


eſt for Mercy, thou haſt God's Nature 
pleading the ſame thing for thee, All 
the yearning Bowels of the moſt compaſ- 
 Gonate Parents in the World are but a 
meer Shadow to the Bowels of God. We 
may go to God 'in Confidence. of being 
heard, for Chriſt's ſake only, as if we 
had never ſinned; tis wonderful what the 
Scripture ſaith of Faith, and Prayer, 


" * 
This alſo may help to ſuſtain and com- 
fort a poor doubting tender Heart, that 
fears and ſuſpects hunſelf of Hypocrifie, 


that thoſe very Fears of thine are ſome 


ſhew of the contrary. Men naturally love 


and flatter themſelves, but thou loatheſt 
ff thyſcif for thy Corruptions. Be of good 


cheer, tis Grace, and nothing but Grace 
that complains of Sin: Tis Sincerity, 
and nothing elſe, that diſcovers and be- 


wails Hypocriſie: Eſpecially when thou 
bewaileſt Heart-Hypocrilie, and ſuch ſe- 


cret hidden Sins, that only God and 
thy own Heart do know, If thou liveſt not 


in any known Sin, nor in neglect of any 


known Duty ; if thou wouldeſt find out thy 
Sinz if there is no Sin thou woulde 1 
„ 


und Supports. 123 : 
da tem God! Eye, and no Duty thon || 
wouldſt have hid from thy en Eye; if | 
there is no Sin but thy Heart is againſt it, 
and no Duty but thy Heart is for it, this 
en = erm gt 


Vu. 


If Godin never makes his Fate to ſhine on 
thee in this World, yet tis thy Duty to 
truſt and cleave to him through Chriſt. 

Would you know why God when he hath | 
wrought Grace, doth not enable the Soul 
Preſentiy to perceive it? It may be tis 
that Sin may be more biiter, If we could 

have Comfort when we would, we ſhould _ | 
have very flight thoughts of Sin! Upon 
ſight of thy Graces poſſibly thou wouldſt 
be proud; to hide this Pride, God hides 
our Graces from us. It may be God doth 
it to prove thy Obedience to him; for to 
rely on God's Grace, and live by Faith, {} 
without ſenſible Tokens of it. is the pu- 
reſt Act of Obedience that can be. By | 
Aſſurance we get more Comfort to our 
ſelves, but by believing we give more 
Glory to God. Therefore faith Chriſt t 
Thomas, Bleſſed are they that have not feen, _| 
and yet have believed. | 

When you have anyEvidences of Grace, 
you muſt be fure to reſt only on Chriſt, 

and 51 to him. The great . ab 8 
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Chriſtian in this World is, out of a ſenſe 
of his Sins and Weakneſſes, daily to de- 
pend on Chriſt, looking to Chriſt, ſeeing 
our need of Chriſt for Pardon, and San- 
Ctification, and Reconciliation every day: 
This is our great Work. How many 
ſearch for Grace, and neglect to put forth 
Acts of Faith on Chriſt ? Alas! Graces 
are but Tokens from Chriſt. Let us not 
forget depending and relying on the blck 


ſed Jeſus, rho* we have no fight at all of 


any Grace fene hun +, 
Where a Perſon hath any one ſign of 
Grace, he may warrantably conclude all 
the reſt to be there, tho” at preſent he per- 
&1ve them not. Tis the truth, and not 
the meaſure and degree of your Grace, 
You are to conclude your State by. The 
| 3 and loving, and ſeeking, and de- 
üüghting in the Love and Favour of God 
above all, is a ce tain Evidence of Grace. 


1 = 
. The greateſt 


ſhould diſcourage none from coming. to 


God for Mercy through Chriſt; becaute 


the Mercies of God are infinitely more 
tan a Sinner's Provocations are, or Cay 
be. O' tis boundieis Mercy ! bortomlc1s 
Mercy ! There are many-like Sinners as 
- how art; but there is reze. like - God. js 

par- 


ſenſe of Sin and Guilt 
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pardoning and forgiving mercy, Mic. 6. 18. 
My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor my 
ways your ways: As the braven is higher 
than the earth, ſo are my ways higher than 
your ways, and. my thoughts than your 
dak Iſa. 55. 8. When Conſcience is 
awak 
God will pardon us; therefore he fetches 
Arguments from his gractous and merci- 
ful Nature. My ways are not your ways : 
If you repent, your Sins ſhall infinitely 
be out-done : We are apt to think God 
like ourſelves ; but the bleſſed God is of 
tender Bowels, ſlow to Wrath, loth to 
take 1 ready to forgive the 
greateſt Wrong, and receive the Sinner 
into his Favour upon true Repentance. 
There is, faith God, as vaſt a difference 
between my Diſpoſition and Dealing, and 
yours, as between Heaven and Earth. 
Thou that art an awakened convinced 
Sinner, the Promiſes of the Goſpel belong 
unto me; Ila. 61. 1. The Lord hatha- 
nointed me, to preach good tidings to the 
meek, 40 bind up the broken-bearted, and io 
comfort all that mourn; Canſt thou deſire 
to be in a better Caſe, than thoſe whom 
Chriſt hath Commiſſion to take care of ? 
The Poor in Spirit, the Mourners for 
their Sins, thoſe that hunger after Righ- 
teouſneſs, not having a drop of 8 
e 


ened, we are ready to doubt whether 
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from themſelves, Chriſt bleſſeth and Pfo- 
nounces happy. Bleſſed are the poor in 
Spirit : Not one of them would the Lord 
have kept from coming to him, Mat. 11. 
28. Come to me, Ai ye that: labour, and 


are beaty laden, and I will give you reſt 
Truſt to me, you that are troubked in 
Conſcience for Sin, I will bring you to 


reſt in God's Love and Favour. Be not 
- diſcouraged, there is a Mediator for thee, 
whoſe Worthineſs and Righteouſneſs, is 


more ſatisfactory 5d plealing unto God, 
than all the Sinners Wickedneſs is inju- 
rious and diſpleaſing to him. O this is a 


very ſweet and comfortable Conſideration 


indeed! There is no ſuch Evil in Sin 1 


damn thee, as there is Merit in Chriſt's 


Blood to ſave thee. 


1 S p ; IX. 


| To deſpair of Mercy is a greater Sin 


than all thy other Sins: This makes thee 


like the Devil himſelf. It is the Glory of 
Divine Grace to triumph over all the 
Sinner's unworthineſs. Reſolve there- 
fore I will yet follow God, tho” I have 
offended him; come on me what will, I 


know he 15God and not Man, who can help, 


nay ill help, if 1 come unto him. 1/a.57. 


16. Iwill not contend for ever, nor be always 


wroth , fer the Spirit would fail before 2 
| | : ail 
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and the Souls that I bave made. Ifa. 41. 


17. When the poor and needy ſeek water, 
aud there is none, and their tongue faileth- 


for tbirſt; I the Lord will bear them, I the = 
God of Iſrael will not forſake them.. When 


it comes to failing, fainting, ſinking, dy- 
ing, then comes help. Be much in Prayer, 


and hold on waiting, God may make 


you ſeek and wait a long time; aye, but 
he will certainly come, and that will make 
amends for all. | 


> oF 


e fail one be willing to de, that hath 


not a ſenſe of God. Love toGod,tho' wecan- 
not fee God's Love to us. What are the 


Actions of our Souls towards Ged, when 


we can ſee no Love in his Diſpenſations 
towards us? As that good Man under 
great Afflictions, and Diſſatisfaction about 
the Love of God, at laſt breaks out, FI 


did not love God, why do I follow him, and 


mourn after bim? If thou loveſt God, here 
is ground of Comfort; thou couldſt not 
love God, if he did not firſt love thee- 
It was a memorable Anſwer of Mr. Dod, o 


Þ| 2 godly Miniſter, that ſaid to him a little 


before his Death, What will you ſay to 
me, who am going out of the World, 
and can fiad no Comiort? He replied, 
"Rp : What 
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What will you ſay to our Saviour, that 
was going out of the World and found no 
Comfort? but he cried out, My God, ny 
God till. This Speech much refreſhed going 
that godly Miniſter. Others of God]? n.;- 
Children have wanted ſenſible Comfonfſ ot De 
at their Death, yet they have been able to 
act Fafth, and to ſay, My God, my Gad Man 
ftill, Tho' God's ſen/ible Preſence is not 
ſtill e ſame, yet bis Word and Promiſe is; 
he ſpeaks as comfortably in his Word 2 q,ajj 
ever, he cannot deny his own Word. 
God ſometimes withdraws Comfort, that 
we may prize his Word more, and depend 
more upon that: You pleaſe and honour 

God moſt, when you can venture your 

' Souls on his bare Word and Promiſe. A 

Faith of Recumbency on Chriſt in the 
want of Comfort, doth more honour God 
than the higheſt Faith of Aſſurance, pf 
Why ſhould Death be a Terror to em; 
that fear God ? none need to fear Death, 
that are eſcaped from the Dominion of wher 
Sin and the Devil. Can you ſay you do 

not love Chriſt, and that you do love 
Sin? then there is cauſe enough for fear; 
but this were to bely the bleſſed Spirit. The 
odly hath hope in his Deatb: A hope of 
Lite, even at the Point of Death. A god- 
ly Man's hope can never fail him, he may 
want ſenſible Comfort, but he doth ns 
ul, 
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ſill. Death, 'tis a going to God; and 
ſhall a godly Man be afraid of going to 
his God? Again, it is a Sleep, a Reſt ; are 
weary Men afraid of their Reſt, and of 
going to ſleep? If Death be an Enemy, tis 
a ſſain Enemy; Chriſt hath been the Death 
of Death: And why ſhould that have Ter- 
ror in it, that hath no Life in it? A godly 
Man is a real Gainer by Death: He gains 
more by his Death, than ever he got all 
his Life long, viz. Happineſs and Joy that 
ſhall never end. Again; tho Death ſepa- 
rates Relations here, yet Death can never 
ſeparate the godly Man's Soul and Body 
from Chriſt: Both ſtill continue united 
unto Chriſt. They ſleep in Jeſus, God is 
ſtill their God, and therefore let not the 
Saints of God be afraid of Death. 


XI, 

Pal. 147. 11. The Lord taketh pleaſure 
in ibem that fear him, in them that hope in bis 
mercy: Then our Prayers pleaſe God, 
when they are put up to him in Faith and 
hope of his Mercy. Poor trembling Souls 
that meditate nothing but Terror, little 
think how it would pleaſe God, to fee. 
them to hope in his Mercy. They are con- 
ſcious to themſelves how they have dif- 
pleaſed God]; but hope inGod*s Mercy, and 
he will take pleaſure in thee. They bring 

my mott 
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molt Honour to God that are moſt admi. | 


ring and magnifying of his Mercy. Hig 
Heart is moſt ſet on Mercy, in all the Ma- 
nifeſtations of it. Therefore let poor: 
drooping Souls ſtill maintam hope in the 
Mercy of God through Chriſt. | 


> TR Re 

This is certain, in every affliftive Proyi- 
dence to Believers, there is more Mercy 
than Wrath; nay, tis all Mercy in the 
Iſſue, and not in revengeſul Wrath, but 
paternal Anger. They have Supports un- 
der all; ſometimes they may he under de- 
ſertion, and no comforts of Ged come in- 
to their Souls; they are ready to ſay, Lord, 

why caſteth thou off my Soul ! But then they 


have this to ſupport them, they can love 


God and mourn after his Favour ; tho 


he ſeems to be gone from them, they can 


look after him, and long for his Return; 
and this is ſuch an effect of Grace, that 1s 
more worth than the whole World. Syſten- 
tation, ſaith Mr. Baines, I thank God 1 
have tho? Suavities I have none: Sickneſs, 
and Sorrow, and Death that are the Fruits 
of Sin, none can be exempted from; but 
Grace doth this for Believers: The Curſe, 
the Hurt, the Venom of all is taken away; 
they are Gainers by all, 2 Cor. 4. 16. Thi 


our outward man, &c. All works for their 


good: 
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good: Others have Comforts with a 
Turſe, but Believers have Croſſes with a 
Bleſſing. The Guilt of Sin, the Grace of 
Pod in Chriſt goth quite take away from 
l Believers, Heb. 8. 1. izardoning Mercy 
lears the S ul of Guilt. What Comfort 
5 this to ſuch, that by the Grace of Juſti- 
cation through Chriſt, are in God's 
count righteous ! And upon the account 
f Chriſt their Righteouſneſs, they may 
ome into God's Preſence with as aſſured 
Welcome, as Adam in Paradie, or the 
{igels now in Heaven. This thou may'ſt 
de aſſured ot, that Chriſt will not break 
be bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking 
Flax. Tho" thy Faith be ſo ſmall, that it 
ields #0t Light io others, nor Heat to thy 
wn Heart, yet Chrijt diſcerns and accepis 
. But can a Man have the Exreciſe of 
race, a: d not know it; fear God, and 
ot diſcern it? J anſwer, Yes, ſome graces 
ay then be acted, and diſcerned by 
hers, as well as at any other time. He 
ay tear God as truly, and as much as 


Fer, and yet his Grace may not have 
15 Light to diſcover itſelf to him. It may 
Fave a Being, and working in the Heart, 
Ffrhen it's not clear in thy Apprenenſion. 
9 | | | 

, . 
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XIII. 
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Hearken unto the Voice of God, O poor, | 


doubting, diſconſolate Sinner! Why doſt 
thou paſs Sentence againſt thyſelf? Thou 
ſay ſt, O my Sins are very many! Well, but 


the mercies of God are far more. O but 


my Sins are very great! True, but the 


Mercies of God are far greater. O but 
my Sins are of long continuance ! True, 


but yet thy Sins are but Sins of Time, his] 


Mercies are the Mercies of Eternity. C 
but my Sins are greater than you are aware 
of, they are Crimſon, Scarlet Sins! How 
great are they ? Are they as great as the 


Sins of Manaſſob, that was a Wizard, that 


filled Jeruſalem with Blood, yet God par- 


doned him? Are they greater than the 


Sins of Mary Magdalen, out of whom were 
caſt ſeven Devils, and yet God had Mercy 
for her? O but I fear the Steck of Mercy 
is quite ſpent! No his Mercy endures for 
ever, it is from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
But I have exceedingly abuſed Mercy; yt! 
remember, that tho* thou haſt ſinn'd agai/ 


his Mercy, yet thou kaſt nog {ſinned ab- 


his Mercy; 1/a. 55. 8. My thoughts are ii 
as your thoughts, nor my wnys as your Ways; 


a the heavens are above the earch, fo alt 


ways above your ws. 


my thoughts above your thoughti, and 1 
S. 


